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Preface 


A  church  needs  to  know  its  past  in  order  to  interpret  its  present  and  to  plan  wisely 
for  its  future.  The  considerations,  convictions,  and  actions  of  a  body  of  believers  may 
have  great  impact  upon  decisions  and  undertakings  in  the  years  ahead.  For  these  reasons 
we  thought  it  was  important  to  chronicle  the  adventure  in  faith  which  Greenwood  Forest 
Baptist  Church  began  in  1963. 

We  had  the  privilege  of  interviewing  persons  who  were  an  integral  part  of  the 
church's  beginning.  Memories  of  the  early  days  were  fresher  and  more  accurate  than 
they  would  be  at  a  later  time.  We  hope  that  these  pages  will  give  readers  a  clear 
understanding  of  "the  way  it  was"  and  perhaps  a  vision  as  to  "how  it  could  be." 

Many  people  have  contributed  to  the  physical  and  spiritual  growth  of  Greenwood 
Forest.  Hundreds  of  volunteers  have  given  countless  hours  to  the  programs  of  the 
church.  They  have  served  as  general  officers,  as  trustees,  on  the  board  of  directors,  as 
deacons,  as  Sunday  School  teachers,  as  nursery  workers,  on  various  commissions, 
councils,  and  committees,  and  in  other  capacities  as  well.  We  regret  that  we  could  not 
include  the  names  of  all  of  those  who  have  volunteered  their  time  and  effort  to  make 
Greenwood  Forest  the  church  it  has  become. 

For  the  50""  Anniversary  edition  of  The  Vision,  three  chapters  (11,  12  &  13)  have 
been  added  to  the  original  copy  to  bring  it  up  to  date.  This  edition  is  made  available  as 
the  church  concludes  a  year-long  celebration  of  its  50"'  year  of  ministry. 

It  has  been  a  challenge  and  a  pleasure  to  have  authored  both  editions  of  the  history 
of  our  church.  As  charter  members  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church,  we  have 
enjoyed  being  a  part  of  this  congregation  which  has  left  an  imprint  on  the  lives  of  many 
people,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  been  able  to  recount  some  of  the  significant  events  of  the 
last  50  years. 

^cuuuL^.  ^Simn.  &  ^Laclif  i  '76.  1/Oelli 
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1.  Beginnings 

Your  beginnings  will  seem  humble,  so  prosperous  will  your  future  be. 

Job  8:7  (NIV) 

The  Charter 

The  long  awaited  day  arrived  at  last.  With  eager  expectation  members  of  the  mission 
that  met  at  Gary  Elementary  School  on  Academy  Street  filed  into  the  sanctuary  of  Gary 
Baptist  Ghurch.  The  special  chartering  service  at  three  o'clock,  Sunday  afternoon,  January 
6,  1963,  marked  the  official  beginning  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Ghurch. 

Baptist  leaders  from  local  and  state  levels  participated  in  the  program.  Dr.  James  F. 
Heaton  of  Tabernacle  Baptist  Ghurch,  Raleigh,  North  Garolina,  brought  an  inspirational  and 
challenging  message  about  Ghristian  fellowship.  Rev.  Robert  Gostner  extended  greetings 
from  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association  (RBA).  Dr.  T.  Robert  Mullinax,  pastor  of  Gary  Baptist 
Ghurch,  presented  the  charter  and  a  gift  of  $  1 ,000  from  his  congregation.  On  behalf  of  the 
fledgling  church.  Dr.  Harry  (H.  G.)  Beard,  accepted  the  gift  and  the  charter  and  expressed 
gratitude.  He  said,  "Now  Greenwood  Forest  is  ready  to  get  to  the  task  at  hand,  as  it  prepares 
to  build  and  grow."'  Dr.  Douglas  Branch,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Garolina  (BSGNG)  and  a  member  of  the  new  church,  gave  the 
benediction." 

Sixty-six  people  became  charter  members  that  day.  Others  who  joined  by  Sunday, 
February  24  would  be  included  in  the  charter  membership  for  a  total  of  ninety-three.  These 
members  comprised  the  nucleus  that  would  grow  into  a  dynamic  group,  ever  expanding  in 
numbers,  dedication,  and  service. 

Looking  back  after  a  span  of  almost  40  years,  Dr.  Mullinax  shared  his  vision  for  the 
new  church  at  the  time  of  chartering: 

When  our  family  arrived  in  Gary  in  the  summer  of  1 96 1 ,  we  united  our  lives 
with  Gary  Baptist  Ghurch  (later  First  Baptist),  a  growing  congregation  of 
mission-minded  people.  The  little  town  had  begun  to  grow  in  population  as 
a  Raleigh  suburb,  so  much  so  that  three  years  earlier  two  morning  services 
were  established  to  accommodate  the  number  of  worshipers.  At  the  time, 
there  were  only  four  churches  within  the  town  limits  of  Gary:  Baptist, 
Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  an  Episcopal  mission.  It  was  apparent  to  me, 
and  to  some  others,  that  there  would  soon  be  a  need  for  more  churches. 

The  first  special  committee  to  be  appointed  after  I  became  pastor  was 
a  "Missions  Committee,"  whose  task  was  to  explore  the  feasibility  of 
establishing  a  mission  of  Gary  Baptist  Ghurch.  It  was  very  soon  apparent 
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that  the  committee  was  in  agreement  on  the  matter,  and  arrangements  were 
made  to  rent  space  in  the  school  buildings  a  block  away.  While  there  was  no 
"Baptist  polity"  requirement  to  do  so,  the  committee  was  careful  to  notify  and 
to  work  in  cooperation  with  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association,  for  the  sake  of 
courtesy  and  good  public  relations.  All  mission  contributions  were 
administered  separately  by  the  "mother  church"  and  all  unspent  accumulated 
funds  were  eventually  turned  over  to  the  new  church.  The  mission  pastor  was 
considered  a  staff  member  of  the  sponsoring  church  for  communication  and 
supervision  purposes. 

The  vision  for  a  new  Baptist  church  was  like  a  rainbow  of  thoughts  and 
feelings  which,  together,  eventually  became  a  thing  of  beauty.  As  pastor,  I 
placed  primary  emphasis  upon  the  need  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  greatest 
number  of  persons  in  our  growing  town.  I  felt  that  the  "Great  Commission" 
should  be  our  main  impetus,  and  I  believe  that  it  was.  There  were,  however, 
other  motivations  at  work  on  the  committee  and  within  the  church  which 
furnished  some  supplementary  energy  for  the  mission  project.  Some 
sincerely  believed  that  a  new  church  would  mean  providing  a  financial 
incentive.  Others  sincerely  felt  it  would  be  an  advantage  for  new  residents  to 
have  a  choice  of  Baptist  churches  rather  than  only  one.  But  for  the  most  part, 
the  new  work  grew  out  of  the  impulse  of  the  Christian  mission  to  preach  the 
Gospel. 

Looking  back  to  those  formative  years  in  1961-1962, 1  am  pleased  to 
have  had  a  leadership  role  in  the  beginnings  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist 
Church.  There  were  numerous  persons  who  gave  of  themselves  generously 
and  faithfully  to  make  the  mission  and  the  church  a  reality.  My  dream,  our 
dream,  for  a  new  and  vibrant  Baptist  congregation  in  Cary  was  realized  when 
the  church  was  organized  on  January  6,  1963.^ 

Although  some  people  came  from  Cary  Baptist  Church  intending  to  become  permanent 
members,  others  came  with  plans  only  to  help  start  the  new  church  and  then  return  to  their 
previous  church  home.  Among  the  latter  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  Branch.  "On  the  day 
of  constitution,  in  the  Cary  Baptist  Church,  Dr.  Branch  shook  his  former  pastor's  hand  and 
said,  TTl  be  back.  Bob.'  He  would  not  return.  Within  months,  Dr.  Douglas  Branch, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  was  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident.  His  wife  Peggy  remained  at  Greenwood  Forest  providing  leadership 
in  WMU,  Sunday  School,  and  choir  and  serving  as  the  Church's  first  female  deacon." 

Preliminary  Work 

Obviously,  much  work  and  planning  had  made  the  new  church  possible.  Realizing  the 
impact  of  Gary's  mushrooming  population,  caused  mainly  by  the  expansion  of  Research 
Triangle  Park,  leaders  from  Cary  Baptist  Church  met  with  the  Missions  Committee  of  the 
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RB A  on  September  30,  1961,  to  explore  possibilities  for  a  new  ministry.  They  considered 
the  option  of  erecting  a  new  building  at  the  First  Baptist  location  and  that  of  establishing  a 
mission  at  another  place.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  January  21,1 962,  the  group  decided  that 
a  mission  church  was  the  better  choice,  and  work  proceeded  with  the  guidance  of  a  six- 
member  advisory  committee: 

Penny  Blackley        Dr.  Robert  Mullinax,  chairperson      Frances  Riley 

G.  W.  Jordan  J.  C.  Price  Herbert  Young 

The  efforts  of  this  group  led  to  the  first  service  of  the  mission  in  the  band  room  of  the  school 
building  at  the  south  end  of  Academy  Street  on  March  11,  1962. 

The  Advisory  Committee  recommended  specific  guidelines  that  were  followed,  with 
minor  changes,  during  transition  from  a  mission  to  a  church.  The  new  group  designated 
temporary  leadership  positions  of  moderator,  clerk,  and  treasurer,  and  chose  as  deacons  those 
persons  already  ordained  as  deacons  or  ministers. 

Various  speakers  supplied  the  pulpit  until  June  1 962  when  Richard  Hawk,  a  student  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  (SEBTS),  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina,  came 
as  mission  pastor.  Regular  worship  services,  Sunday  School,  and  Training  Union  brought 
a  steady  increase  in  membership. 

The  group  made  several  important  decisions  on  the  very  day  of  the  church's 
chartering.  In  the  morning  at  a  short  business  meeting  following  the  worship  service,  the 
congregation  chose  by  vote  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  as  its  official  name.  In  the 
evening  at  its  first  official  business  meeting  as  a  constituted  church  body,  the  group 
designated  February  24,  1963,  as  the  cut-off  date  for  charter  membership,  adopted  the 
constitution  and  by-laws,  chose  a  bookkeeping  system,  and  elected  officers  and  teachers  of 
Sunday  School  and  Training  Union.^ 

Constitution  and  By-laws 

Dr.  Douglas  Branch  guided  the  church  in  developing  its  constitution  and  by-laws  in 
traditional  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  format.  Article  n  of  the  constitution  stated: 

The  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  is  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  and  promoting  the  worship  of  God  through  the  reading  and  study 
of  the  Holy  Bible  as  the  revealed  word  of  God,  teaching  and  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  conducting  regular  services  of 
worship  for  the  spiritual  training,  development  and  benefit  of  each  member 
for  the  winning  of  souls  to  Jesus  Christ.  The  church  shall  be  missionary  in 
spirit,  extending  the  Gospel  through  our  organized  religious  channels  to  the 
entire  world.  .  .  . 

Article  Vin  of  the  constitution  declared  the  intention  of  the  church  to  be  in  affiliation 
with  the  RBA  and  in  cooperation  with  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  BSCNC  and  the  SBC. 
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Through  the  years  the  church  has  made  changes  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws  as 
indicated  by  the  convictions  of  the  membership.  Greenwood  Forest  incorporated  in  1 996,  and 
the  by-laws  replaced  the  original  constitution.  These  guidelines  for  church  governance  are 
on  file  in  the  Church  Archives. 

A  Shepherd  for  the  Flock 

According  to  the  Business  Meeting  Minutes  (Bus  MM)  January  20,  1963,  just  two 
weeks  after  chartering,  Greenwood  Forest  selected  a  pulpit  search  committee: 

Harry  Beard  Harold  McEntire  Carol  G.  Wells 

Clyde  Davis  Dallas  Tucker,  chairperson 

The  committee  accepted  the  charge  "to  seek  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  choice 
of  a  pastor"  and  affirmed  only  a  unanimous  recommendation  for  a  pastor  should  be  brought 
for  vote.  The  committee  immediately  began  its  search.  Carol  Wells  commented  on  the  work 
of  this  committee: 

We  seriously  and  prayerfully  accepted  the  responsibility  of  searching  for  an 
experienced,  well  qualified,  dedicated,  Christian  minister  to  become  the  first 
pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest.  We  were  privileged  to  hear  an  inspiring  sermon 
by  Dr.  Charles  R.  Tucker,  former  pastor  of  Parkton  Baptist  Church,  Parkton, 
North  Carolina,  and  at  the  time  head  of  The  Bible  Department  of  Wingate 
Junior  College,  Wingate,  North  Carolina.  After  a  satisfying  meeting  with 
Dr.Tucker,  we  thought  he  would  be  an  outstanding  spiritual  leader  for  the 
development  of  our  new  community  of  believers.^ 

Upon  request  of  the  pulpit  search  committee.  Dr.  Tucker,  as  candidate  for  pastor,  led 
the  worship  service  on  Sunday,  March  17,  1963.  Voting  occurred  the  following  Sunday.  At 
a  called  business  session  after  the  morning  worship  service,  Dallas  Tucker,  chairperson  of 
the  pulpit  committee,  recommended  that  the  church  extend  a  call  to  Dr.  Charles  R.  Tucker 
to  become  pastor  effective  June  1, 1963,  at  an  annual  salary  of  S5,200.  The  pulpit  committee 
also  recommended  that  Dr.  Tucker  be  called  to  serve  on  weekends  at  $70  per  week  during 
April  and  May.^  The  congregation  approved  both  recommendations  and  rejoiced  at  having 
found  a  shepherd  for  the  flock.  Many  prayers  had  been  answered. 

Charles  and  Rachel  Tucker  and  their  sons  Randy  and  Eddie  moved  to  Cary  in  the  spring 
of  1 963  and  quickly  became  a  part  of  the  church  family.  An  experienced  teacher  and  pastor. 
Dr.  Tucker  supplied  the  strong  leadership  essential  to  a  new  church.  Dr.  Tucker  remembers 
his  early  days  as  pastor  at  Greenwood  Forest: 

My  first  sermon  as  pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  was  on  April 
11,  1963.  The  Church  was  barely  three  months  old.  As  I  remember,  there 
were  approximately  40  to  50  persons  in  attendance.  Though  we  were  a  small 
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group  in  number,  I  can  honestly  say  that  we  were  people  with  a  realistic 
vision  of  the  future. 

The  town  of  Gary  was  growing  rapidly.  If  my  memory  serves  me 
correctly,  Gary  had  doubled  its  population  from  3,000  inhabitants  to  around 
6,000  in  the  year  1963.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryce  Jones  had  already  donated  a 
large  plot  of  land  to  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  at  the  intersection  of  Kildaire 
Farm  Road  and  the  newly  constructed  Maynard  Road,  then  the  approximate 
southern  boundary  of  Gary.  The  town  was  continuing  to  increase  at  a  rapid 
rate  of  growth  and  Greenwood  Forest,  it  seemed  to  us  at  least,  was  located  in 
the  center  of  growth. 

From  the  beginning  Greenwood  Forest  envisioned  itself  as  a  church  and 
not  a  mission:  a  full  church  program,  including  Sunday  morning  and  evening 
worship  hours,  Sunday  School  and  Training  Union,  and  Wednesday  prayer 
meeting  service.  By  July  1963  the  church  had  grown  to  102  members  with 
a  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  202.  The  planning  committee  was  expected 
to  report  in  the  near  future  on  plans  to  employ  an  architect  for  preliminary 
drawings  for  a  permanent  structure.  The  goal  of  the  committee  was  to 
present  a  realistic  overall  design  which  would  be  adequate  for  the  present 
growing  needs  without  jeopardizing  future  possible  growth. 

What  we  were  realizing  in  the  days  of  beginning  was  the  fulfillment  of 
the  insights  and  dreams  of  that  small  group  of  lay  leaders—both  men  and 
women—who  seized  The  Moment  and  gave  their  energy  and  time  to  that 
which  was  to  them  only  a  vision,  but  which  step  by  step  has  become  a 
reality.^ 

Growing  and  Building 

Financial  assistance  from  the  RBA,  the  BSGNG,  and  Gary  First  Baptist  Ghurch  helped 
the  new  church  meet  its  first  year's  budget  of  $13,380.  During  this  time  of  limited  funds, 
faith  and  compassion  for  those  less  fortunate  motivated  Greenwood  Forest  to  help  needy 
families  with  food,  money,  and  other  resources.  A  pattern  of  stewardship  and  outreach 
developed  early  among  the  members. 

God  was  guiding.  Even  without  a  building  of  its  own,  Greenwood  Forest  served  as 
a  place  of  worship,  a  place  of  learning,  a  place  of  Ghristian  fellowship,  and  a  place  of 
outreach.  The  new  congregation  grew  in  spirit  and  in  number  as  a  focused  visitation  program 
brought  results. 

The  church  urgently  needed  a  building.  While  Greenwood  Forest  was  still  a  mission, 
Bryce  and  Mary  Hudson  Jones  gave  about  five  acres  of  land  for  a  building  site.  Mary 
Hudson  said,  "T  told  Bryce  that  pasture  was  a  good  place  for  a  new  Baptist  Ghurch.'"^  The 
land  waited  as  the  building  fund  crept  toward  an  initial  goal  of  $15,000.  A  building 
committee  chaired  by  Ben  Travis  worked  with  an  architect  on  preliminary  plans  for  a  first 
unit  of  "no  definite  architecture"  which  could  blend  satisfactorily  with  future  construction. '° 


5 


The  church  also  needed  a  parsonage.  The  Tuckers  were  living  in  a  small  rented  house 
which  served  as  home  for  the  family,  office  for  the  pastor,  and  meeting  place  for  deacons  and 
committees.  Joe  Scoggins,  chairperson  of  pastoral  housing,  and  Walter  Lasater  led  the  plan 
development.  Construction  began  after  funds  became  available.  In  the  spring  and  summer 
of  1 964,  the  men  of  the  church  did  the  major  part  of  building  the  house  for  the  pastor  and  his 
family.  '"The  church  literally  built  the  parsonage,'"  said  Mrs.  Tucker.  '"Charles  helped  lay 
more  concrete  [blocks]  and  did  more  carpentry  than  ever  in  his  life.'"' '  The  home  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  $16,000  plus  $500  for  the  half-acre  lot.  The  2,450  square  feet  brick  ranch  with 
a  basement  faced  the  new  street  called  South  Cary  Beltline  later  renamed  Maynard  Road. 

The  construction  of  the  church  building  took  much  longer  than  did  the  building  of  the 
parsonage.  Members  broke  ground  in  May  1964  for  the  unit  to  house  educational  space,  a 
nursery,  and  a  temporary  sanctuary.  Gifts  from  congregation  and  friends  amounting  to 
$18,000  and  a  bond  issue  of  $60,000  financed  the  T-shaped  structure.  The  contemporary 
structure  was  ready  for  occupancy  by  February  1965,  but  without  hot  water,  air  conditioning, 
landscaping,  or  a  paved  parking  lot.  These  luxuries  came  later. 

Prior  to  the  completion  of  the  new  building,  Dr.  Tucker,  writing  in  the  church 
newsletter,  challenged  the  members: 

The  building  should  become  a  base  from  which  our  witness  goes  forth  to  all 
people.  ...  As  we  enter  this  new  building  and  thus  open  its  doors  for 
Christian  witnessing,  may  these  doors  ever  remain  opened  as  wide  as  the 
heart  of  Christ,  may  the  invitation  of  Christ  be  extended  through  these  open 
doors  to  every  individual  without  regard  to  social  class  or  to  race,  and  may 
they  never  close  before  anyone  who  seeks  Christ's  grace  and  who  desires  to 
witness  in  Christ's  name  to  a  needy  world  through  this—His— church.'^ 

The  first  service  in  the  new  building  took  place  February  14,  1965.  The  following 
month,  just  three  years  from  the  first  meeting  of  the  mission,  members  observed  a  dedication 
ceremony.'^  The  congregation  of  150  persons,  newly  in  debt  for  two  buildings  but  deeply 
grateful  for  what  had  been  accomplished,  celebrated  with  a  spring  revival. 
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Chartering  service,  January  6,  1963.  Dr.  Harry  Beard, 
left,  representing  Greenwood  Forest  and  Dr.  Robert 
Mullinax,  pastor  ofCary  Baptist  Chiurchi. 


First  Deacons:  Dick  Ladd,  Dallas  Tucker,  Joe  Scoggins, 
Harry  Beard,  Lloyd  Matthews.  Mac  Graham,  Carol 
Wells,  Clyde  Davis  and  Ben  Travis. 


2.  Early  Growth  Years 


All  work  is  as  seed  sown;  it  grows  and  spreads,  and  sows  itself  anew. 

Thomas  Carlyle 


Strengthening  and  Sharing 


Time  passed  quickly  for  the  members  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church.  Ahhough 
the  congregation  had  grown  from  mission  to  church  with  a  building  of  its  own  and  a 
parsonage,  challenges  remained.  Gary's  population  expansion  continued;  new  people  visited 
Greenwood  Forest  and  many  joined.  Then,  employee  promotions  often  meant  moving  to 
another  area;  so  church  members  sometimes  made  new  friends  and  later  regretfully  said 
"good-bye."  Others  came,  though,  to  fill  the  void  left  by  former  members. 

The  church  began  early  to  share  its  facilities  with  community  groups.  First  of  all  in 
1965,  the  building  was  used  for  piano  recitals.  Soon  the  church  voted  to  sponsor  a  Cub 
Scout  pack.  In  subsequent  years  the  congregation  welcomed  many  additional  groups 
including: 


Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 
Alateen 

Anorexia  Nervosa  and  Associated 

Disorders 
Gary  Children's  Concert  Choir 
Gary  Kiwanis  Board 
The  Garying  Place 
Go-Dependents  Anonymous 
Couples  in  Recovery 
Food  Addicts  Anonymous 
Girl  Scouts 


Harmonica  Players 
Hispanic  Bible  Class 
English  as  a  Second  Language 
Hope  Chapel 
lEE  Consultants  Network 
Korean  Mission 
"Let's  Play  to  Grow" 
Narcotics  Anonymous 
NA  Families  and  Naranon 
Overeaters  Anonymous 
Take  Off  Pounds  Sensibly 
Tammy  Lynn  Center 
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New  Leadership 

Dr.  Tucker  guided  the  church  toward  sound  spiritual  programs.  Church  leadership  was 
strong  and  committed.  But  the  church  would,  once  again,  search  for  a  pastor.  Dr.  Tucker 
read  his  letter  of  resignation  to  the  congregation  on  April  17,  1966,  stating  that  he  had 
accepted  a  position  in  the  Sociology  Department  of  Meredith  College,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina.  Charles,  Rachel,  Randy,  and  Eddie  had  become  a  vital  part  of  Greenwood  Forest's 
church  family,  so  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  the  members  accepted  the  resignation  of 
their  first  pastor. 

Realizing  the  urgent  need  for  a  new  leader,  the  deacons  met  that  same  afternoon  and 
chose  a  pastor  selection  committee.  Herman  Shreve,  chairperson,  stated  that  the  committee 
began  by  asking  for  spiritual  guidance  before  quickly  going  to  work.  "The  Baptist  State 
Convention  supplied  us  with  names  of  available  pastors,  so  within  about  a  month  we  were 
busy.  The  very  first  person  we  heard  preach  was  Luther  Brewer."  According  to  Herman, 
Luther's  name  was  not  submitted  by  the  Convention  but  may  have  come  from  Dr.  MuUinax. 
The  committee  heard  several  pastors  before  reaching  the  consensus  that  Rev.  Brewer  was  the 
appropriate  choice.'^  On  June  12,  1966,  following  the  committee's  recommendation  and  a 
sermon  by  Rev.  Brewer,  then  pastor  of  Enka  Baptist  Church,  Enka,  North  Carolina,  the 
members  voted  to  call  him  to  be  the  next  pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  Roger  H.  Crook  of  Meredith  College  ably  supplied  the  pulpit  after  Dr.  Tucker's 
resignation.  In  August,  Luther  Brewer  assumed  his  new  pastorate  as  he  and  his  family  moved 
into  the  parsonage. 

Rev.  Brewer  preached  his  first  sermon  as  pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church 
on  September  4,  1 966.  The  new  pastor  chose  the  following  passage  which  was  printed  in  the 
worship  service  bulletin  that  day: 

Father,  make  the  door  of  this  Church,  Thy  house,  wide  enough  to  receive  all 
who  need  human  love,  fellowship,  and  the  Father's  care;  narrow  enough  to 
shut  out  envy,  pride  and  hate.  Make  its  threshold  smooth  so  that  it  may  be  no 
stumbling  block  to  childhood,  weakness,  or  straying  feet,  but  rugged  and 
strong  to  turn  back  the  tempter' s  power.  Father,  make  the  door  of  this  house 
the  gateway  to  Thy  eternal  kingdom.'^ 

On  Sunday,  September  4,  1 966,  Luther  and  Mary  George  Brewer  became  members  of 
Greenwood  Forest.  Coming  to  a  church  populated  with  young  families  blessed  with 
potential  and  enthusiasm.  Pastor  Brewer  was  challenged  to  provide  stimulating  leadership 
as  church  and  Sunday  School  enrollment  increased  and  need  for  more  space  became  critical. 

When  asked  about  his  vision  for  the  church  at  the  time  of  his  coming,  Dr.  Brewer 
wrote: 

There  was  no  conscious  vision  in  mind  when  we  came  to  Greenwood  Forest 
Baptist  Church  in  September  1966.  The  vision  developed  later  by  the 
congregation  as  we  journeyed  together  attempting  to  be  church.  However, 
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our  coming  to  Gary  was  the  fulfillment  of  a  dream/prayer  that  began  eight 
years  earlier  during  my  senior  year  in  seminary. 

My  hope/dream  was  to  be  involved  as  pastor  of  a  new  church  where 
there  was  growth  potential.  Involved  in  the  wish  for  growth  was  the 
possibility  for  molding  a  new  congregation  into  what  we  thought  an  authentic 
body  of  Christ  could  become—that  is  to  work  with  people  who  were  socially 
conscious  and  open  to  the  fresh  wind  of  the  spirit  in  hammering  out  new 
ways  of  experiencing  God. 

Greenwood  Forest,  in  1966,  seemed  to  be  the  place  for  us.  It  felt  like 
the  will  of  God  for  us  to  move  from  Western  North  Carolina  to  Down  East. 
There  were  moments  when  we  questioned  that  decision  and  wondered  if  we 
had  misread  the  signs.  However,  in  looking  back  we  are  convinced  it  was 
God's  will  played  out  in  our  hfe  and  time. 

In  hindsight,  the  vision  was  wrapped  up  in  the  dream  and  the  dream  was 
the  journey  we  had  together  for  33  years.  The  vision,  dream,  journey  had 
become  a  reality  for  us,  a  reality  that  gave  us  a  sense  of  accomplishment  and 
pride  in  the  completion  of  a  most  worthwhile  work. 

How  fortunate  we  have  been  to  live  the  dream  made  possible  by  the 
grace  of  God  and  the  folk  at  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church.  Thanks  be  to 
God  for  what  was,  is,  and  will  be  at  Greenwood  Forest  Church.'^ 

When  asked  about  their  coming  to  this  church  and  community,  Mary  George  Brewer 
shared  her  memories: 

In  August  of  1966  our  family  moved  to  Cary,  NC  for  Luther  to  become 
Pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church.  I  had  been  unable  to  be 
with  him  for  the  trial  sermon  and  observation  by  the  congregation  due  to 
the  birth  of  our  youngest  son.  He  assured  me  of  a  warm  and  friendly 
congregation  and  a  brick  house  in  which  we  would  live. 

We  arrived  with  our  three  children,  Gordon,  six,  Rosemary,  three,  and 
Tim,  six  weeks  old,  along  with  "Sam,"  the  family  dog.  My  first  glimpse  of 
Greenwood  Forest  was  on  that  late  hot  August  afternoon  after  a  five-hour 
drive  from  Enka,  NC.  Luther  drove  into  the  gravel  parking  lot  and  said, 
"This  is  it."  I  made  no  comment  but  had  a  fleeting  thought:  This  is  a  nice 
looking  bam. 

Little  did  I  realize  this  bam  would  become  a  church  of  vibrant  and 
diverse  Christians  who  built  two  education  buildings  and  a  sanctuary  over 
a  period  of  twenty  years.  How  fortunate  we  were  to  raise  our  children  in  this 
church,  one  that  has  ministered  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

Greenwood  Forest  taught  us  the  meaning  of  acceptance,  forgiveness, 
and  something  of  God's  grace.  It  is  a  place  where  our  family  grew  with  the 
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congregation  and  were  allowed  to  be  ourselves,  where  people  were 
supportive  in  times  of  crises,  where  laughter  as  well  as  tears  were  shared. 

The  vision  of  ministry  of  Greenwood  Forest  through  the  years,  as  I  have 
observed  it,  has  remained  constant:  reaching  within  the  congregation  to  serve 
and  reaching  out  into  the  Gary  community  and  far  away  places  with  mission 
outreach  programs. 

My  memories  and  visions  of  Greenwood  Forest  became  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving: 

For  these  moments  together 

For  the  Presence  of  God  through  Christ 

For  the  gift  of  the  mind  to  explore  and  think 

For  the  gift  of  leadership  that  was  given  us  through  Jesus  Christ,  I 

say,  "thank  you.""* 

Thus  began  a  caring  relationship  between  the  church  and  the  pastor  and  his  family  that 
continued  for  33  years.  Out  of  those  years  came  growth,  both  spiritual  for  the  congregation, 
and  physical  for  the  church  campus.  Many  decisions  were  made  that  would  shape  the 
direction  the  church  would  take  for  years  to  come. 

Kindergarten/Preschool/Children's  Center 

One  of  the  first  decisions  the  members  made  after  Luther  Brewer  became  pastor  was 
to  establish  a  kindergarten  for  five-year-old  children  from  any  belief  or  culture.  In  1966  no 
public  kindergartens  existed  in  North  Carolina,  and  the  new  pastor  realized  the  need  for  such 
a  school.  At  the  same  time  Jean  Schilawski,  a  teacher  experienced  in  early  childhood 
education,  expressed  to  the  church  her  desire  to  work  with  young  children.  After  prayerfiil 
consideration  by  the  pastor  and  the  deacons,  a  kindergarten  committee  developed  plans  for 
a  school  to  operate  under  its  own  budget.  In  January  1967  the  kindergarten  opened  in  a 
minimally  furnished  room  with  Jean  Schilawski  as  director,  one  assistant,  and  a  total  of  12 
children.  According  to  Jean,  "The  equipment  was  sparse  but  that  didn't  seem  to  matter.  The 
love  and  joy  we  shared  was  beautiful."'^  Pastor  Brewer  was  proud  that  Greenwood  Forest 
Baptist  Kindergarten  became  the  first  in  the  area  to  integrate.  In  1969  the  program  included 
four-year-olds,  and  in  subsequent  years  classes  for  younger  children  began.  Later  when 
North  Carolina  included  kindergarten  as  a  part  of  the  public  school  system,  Greenwood 
Forest  Kindergarten  changed  to  "Preschool"  and  then  to  "Children's  Center." 

In  1987,  after  20  years,  Jean  Schilawski  left  to  fill  a  seat  on  the  Wake  County  School 
Board,  and  Ruth  Hudgins  served  as  director  until  1 994.  Noelle  Howard  served  briefly  before 
Nancy  Watson  became  director  in  March  1995  and  Sandy  Duncan  in  September  2002. 

A  nonprofit  organization,  Greenwood  Forest  Children's  Center  is  a  mission  of  the 
church  to  the  community  to  provide  young  children  the  opportunity  to  interact  with  each 
other  under  careftjl,  loving  supervision  in  a  positive  environment  and  to  develop  skills  and 
concepts  which  benefit  them  as  they  go  on  to  public  school.  The  student  body  is  a  mixture 
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of  races,  religions,  origins,  and  economic  strata.  The  Christian  Community  in  Action  and 
the  Children's  Center  provide  scholarships  for  some  needy  children. 

The  Children's  Center  Committee,  selected  by  the  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church 
nominating  committee  and  approved  by  the  church  members,  oversees  the  center  and  helps 
with  procedures  and  policies.  Mutual  cooperation  between  the  Children's  Center  and  the 
church  is  one  of  the  keys  to  continuing  success  in  this  educational  venture.  Through  the 
years  the  church  provided  classrooms  and  play  space  for  the  children,  and  in  return  the 
Children's  Center  gave  numerous  furnishings,  equipment,  and  improvements  to  the  building- 
-including  an  eye-catching  mural  of  Noah's  Ark  in  the  children's  hallway. 

In  the  fall  of  2005,  the  Children's  Center  served  238  children.  There  were  16  classes 
and  a  staff  of  3 1  teachers. 
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Temporary  sanctuary 


3.  Worship  and  Work 


For  we  are  partners  working  together  for  God,  and  you  are  God's  field. 

I  Corinthians  3:9  (TEV) 

Vision  and  Affirmation 

The  vision  statement  which  appears  in  the  morning  worship  service  bulletin  every 
Sunday  states: 

Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  is  a  worshiping  community  seeking 
to  be  led  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ  on  an  inward  and  outward  journey  of 
faith,  fulfilling  the  Great  Commission  through  education,  fellowship, 
mission,  and  outreach. 

The  bulletin  also  asserts: 

We  affirm—the  Lordship  of  Christ,  the  authority  of  scripture,  the  competence 
of  the  individual  believer,  the  autonomy  of  the  local  church,  the  separation 
of  church  and  state,  a  worldwide  mission,  and  denominational  participation. 

These  statements  are  included  and  expanded  in  the  declaration  adopted  by  the  church  in 
2002.'°  They  reflect  and  clarify  the  convictions  that  were  set  forth  in  the  first  church 
constitution  adopted  in  1 963 ,  and  they  give  direction  to  the  worship  and  work  of  the  church. 

In  The  Enabler,  March  31,  1976,  Pastor  Brewer  quoted  Dr.  W.  T.  Connor,  who  was 
for  many  years  a  professor  of  theology  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas:  '"The  first  business  then  of  a  church  is  not  evangelism,  nor  missions,  nor 
benevolence;  it  is  worship.  The  worship  of  God  in  Christ  should  be  at  the  center  of  all  else 
that  the  church  does.'" 

Because  the  work  of  a  body  of  Christian  believers  is  an  extension  of  worship,  work  and 
worship  are  intertwined  topics  in  this  chapter.  Subsequent  chapters  are  devoted  to 
construction,  education,  missions,  youth,  music,  and  fellowship—all  essential  components 
of  the  worship  and  work  of  Greenwood  Forest. 

Worship  and  Revival 

The  earliest  congregation  of  Greenwood  Forest  worshiped  in  a  makeshift  sanctuary,  and 
God  was  there.  His  loving  presence  guided  members  in  commitment  and  harmony  as  they 
followed  established  Baptist  patterns  of  worship  and  service.  Enhanced  by  music  and 
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prayer,  Sunday  worship  focused  on  the  reading  and  proclamation  of  scripture.  Dr.  Charles 
Tucker,  the  first  pastor,  often  built  sermons  around  the  theme  of  God's  love  and  grace. 

In  true  Baptist  tradition,  the  church  has  always  observed  two  ordinances  as  vital  parts 
of  worship.  The  congregation  partakes  of  the  Lord's  Supper  on  a  regular  basis  "to  show  forth 
our  Lord's  death  until  He  comes  again."  All  Christians  present  are  invited  to  share  in  the 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  New  members  participate  in  the  baptism  of  believers  by 
immersion,  depicting  that  each  believer  "has  died,  is  buried,  and  is  raised  to  walk  in  a  new 
life  with  Christ."  These  ordinances  prompt  the  congregation  of  Greenwood  Forest  in 
reflection,  commitment,  and  renewed  resolution  to  Christian  service. 

Because  of  crowded  conditions  resulting  from  increasing  attendance,  the  church 
voted  in  1970  to  hold  two  Sunday  morning  worship  services  on  a  trial  basis.^'  Two 
morning  services  continued  until  completion  of  the  new  sanctuary  in  1978.  Two  morning 
services  again  became  necessary  in  1993. 

Sunday  evening  vesper  services  and  Baptist  Training  Union  (BTU)  programs  existed 
separately  until  the  church  voted  to  combine  them  in  the  spring  of  1969.'^  In  1976  the 
church  voted  to  suspend  Sunday  evening  services  during  June,  July,  and  August.'^  This 
action  paved  the  way  to  later  permanent  suspension  of  traditional  evening  services,  which 
were  replaced  by  special  gatherings,  prayer  groups,  study  groups.  Christian  family  films,  and 
music  presentations. 

Proximity  to  the  SEBTS  and  to  the  BSCNC,  along  with  cooperation  with  other 
churches  within  the  RBA,  allowed  Greenwood  Forest  to  attract  exceptional  guest  speakers 
for  Sunday  worship  services  and  for  revivals.  Some  of  those  who  spoke  at  Sunday  services 
were: 

December  1970  Dr.  Edward  H.  Pruden,  former  pastor.  First  Baptist 
Church,  Washington,  D.C.  (attended  by  President 
Harry  S.  Truman) 

February  1976  Dr.  Raymond  B.  Brown,  professor  of  New 
Testament  Interpretation,  SEBTS,  Wake  Forest,  North 
Carolina 

June  1985  Dr.  W.  W.  Finlator,  pastor,  Pullen  Memorial  Baptist 

Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 

June  1989  Dr.  John  Lewis,  former  pastor,  First  Baptist  Church, 

Raleigh 


Greenwood  Forest  felt  fortunate  in  having  able  proclaimers  fill  the  pulpit  during  times 
when  the  pastor  was  away  with  the  Army  Reserve,  on  vacation,  or  seeking  further  pastoral 
training.  While  Pastor  Brewer  completed  his  career  course  in  August  1 970  at  the  U.S.  Army 
Chaplain  School,  Ft.  Hamilton,  New  York,  Dr.  Nathan  Brooks  and  Dr.  Howard  J.  Ford  (both 
with  the  BSCNC)  filled  the  pulpit  at  Greenwood  Forest.  In  the  summer  of  1977,  the  pastor 


22 


spent  six  weeks  in  San  Anselmo,  California,  studying  to  complete  his  Doctor  of  Ministries 
degree.  During  his  absence  the  church  enjoyed  hearing  GFBC  members  Jim  Allen,  Edwin 
Bullock,  and  Hal  Melton  when  they  spoke  at  worship  services. 

Revival  speakers  at  GFBC  included  men  who  became  well-known  Baptist  leaders.  Dr. 
Cecil  Sherman,  leading  the  revival  in  April  1969,  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Asheville,  North  Carolina,  for  20  years  prior  to  serving  as  the  first  coordinator  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  and  then  becoming  a  visiting  professor  of  Pastoral  Ministry 
at  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond,  Virginia.  Dr.  Randall  Lolley,  GFBC  revival 
speaker  in  1 975 ,  served  1 4  years  as  third  president  of  SEBTS  before  serving  as  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina,  and  becoming  moderator  of  the  North  Carolina  chapter  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  in  1997-98.  Dr.  Thomas  Graves,  who  spoke  at  the  March  1986  revival,  became 
president  of  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1991  following  his 
position  at  Southeastern  Seminary  as  associate  professor  of  Philosophy  of  Religion. 

The  church  held  revivals  at  regular  intervals,  usually  in  the  spring  but  sometimes  in  the 
fall,  from  the  1960s  into  the  1990s.  Both  children  and  adults  responded  to  Christ's  call  as 
they  made  professions  of  faith,  requested  baptism,  and  became  members  of  the  church. 
Those  seeking  a  renewal  of  faith  and  commitment  treasured  revival  time.  Some  of  the  early 
revivals  included  not  only  evening  services  but  early  morning  services  as  well,  with  light 
breakfasts  served  to  those  who  attended  before  they  went  to  work,  to  school,  or  back  to 
chores  at  home. 

Participating  in  revival  on  a  larger-than-usual  scale.  Greenwood  Forest  took  part  in  the 
Key  '73  Central  Carolina  Billy  Graham  Crusade  held  at  the  Carter-Finley  Stadium  in  Raleigh, 
September  23-30,  1973.  Virgil  Jones,  GFBC  chairperson  for  the  undertaking,  recalled  a 
good,  concentrated  effort  with  people  from  many  churches  involved  in  the  goal  of  placing 
a  Bible  in  every  home  in  the  area  prior  to  the  meetings.  Virgil  also  said  that  the  stadium 
drew  a  capacity  crowd  every  night  and  that  50  to  100  people  from  GFBC  helped  in  various 
ways  during  the  revival.-^ 

In  the  spring  of  1990,  Dr.  Henry  Crouch,  pastor  of  Providence  Baptist  Church, 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  served  as  guest  speaker  for  the  revival  at  Greenwood  Forest.  Dr. 
Brewer  proclaimed  it  to  be  the  best-attended  revival  ever.'^  Offerings  given  during  the  week 
went  to  North  Carolina  Children's  Homes. 

From  the  late  1 990s  to  the  mid  2000s,  few  traditional  revivals  were  held  at  Greenwood 
Forest.  However,  members  sought  renewal  and  deeper  commitment  to  Christ  not  only 
through  praise,  prayer,  and  proclamation  at  regular  Sunday  worship  services,  but  also  at 
Holy  Week  services  preceding  Easter,  Advent  services  leading  up  to  the  celebration  of 
Jesus'  birth,  and  during  other  special  emphases  throughout  the  year. 

The  Church  at  Work 

Young  families  comprised  a  large  portion  of  the  first  congregation,  and  enthusiasm 
sometimes  substituted  for  experience  in  church  matters.  However,  most  members  came 
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from  Baptist  backgrounds  and  readily  accepted  counsel  from  those  with  more  experience  in 
the  formation  of  policies  and  programs.  Dr.  Douglas  Branch,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
BSCNC,  and  Clyde  L.  Davis,  Sr.,  Brotherhood  Director  of  the  BSCNC,  were  charter 
members  of  Greenwood  Forest.  Each  of  these  men  helped  in  numerous  ways  while  the  group 
was  still  a  mission  and  after  it  was  chartered  as  a  church. 

The  constitution  adopted  by  Greenwood  Forest  in  January  1963  declared  the 
government  of  the  church  to  be  congregational  in  nature,  and  all  matters  of  business  came 
to  the  congregation  for  vote.  Ten  men  who  were  previously  ordained  as  deacons  or  ministers 
of  the  gospel  served  as  temporary  deacons  until  the  church  set  up  a  system  of  rotation. 
The  first  ten  deacons  were: 


Harry  G.  Beard 
Douglas  M.  Branch 
Clyde  L.  Davis,  Sr. 
Malcolm  (Mac)  Graham 


Richard  G.  (Dick)  Ladd 
J.  Lloyd  Matthews 
Joe  L.  Scoggins 


Ben  Travis 
Dallas  O.  Tucker 
Carol  G.  Wells 


While  still  a  mission,  the  group  had  selected  officers,  teachers,  and  committees  to  lead 
in  the  new  work.  Harry  Beard  served  as  the  first  moderator,  Magdalene  Comer  as  the  first 
church  clerk,  and  Dick  Ladd  as  the  first  treasurer.  The  first  trustees  were  W.  Bryce  Jones, 
J.  Lloyd  Matthews,  and  R.  G.  Poole,  Sr. 

Dr.  Charles  Tucker  served  as  the  only  paid  staff  member  during  his  three  years  at 
Greenwood  Forest.  In  addition  to  usual  volunteer  church  work,  members  helped  with  office 
tasks  such  as  preparing  stencils  for  Sunday  worship  service  bulletins.  The  church  had  no 
office  or  office  equipment,  so  Edna  Mills,  secretary  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Cary,  graciously 
printed  the  bulletins.  In  1966  Greenwood  Forest  employed  Sarah  Shull  to  work  on  a  part- 
time  basis  as  the  first  church  secretary. 

During  the  33  years  Luther  Brewer  served  as  pastor,  many  changes  occurred  not  only 
in  the  surrounding  community  but  within  the  worship  and  work  of  the  church  as  well.  Pastor 
Brewer  exerted  a  steady  influence,  enabling  members  to  grow  and  explore  different  ways  of 
serving. 

In  January  1 969  Greenwood  Forest  ordained  Peggy  Branch  as  the  first  woman  deacon.^^ 
She  said,  "I  thought  it  was  something  I  could  do."  She  also  said  that  the  men  who  were 
deacons  at  the  time  readily  accepted  her  as  part  of  the  group  and  that  she  received  "only  one 
hatefiil  letter"  (which  she  emphasized  was  not  from  a  member  of  Greenwood  Forest).  Peggy 
believes  she  was  the  first  woman  ordained  as  a  deacon  by  any  church  in  Cary.^'' 


Times  of  Sadness 


Dr.  Douglas  Branch,  the  victim  of  a  highway  accident  in  February  1963,  was  the  first 
Greenwood  Forest  member  to  die.  His  untimely  death  seemed  especially  crushing  in  view 
of  his  dedicated  service  to  his  church  and  to  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  In  October  of 
1966  Marjorie  Meadows,  sister  of  Doris  Martin,  received  word  that  her  husband  Eugene 
Meadows,  a  pilot  stationed  at  Da  Nang,  South  Vietnam,  was  missing  in  action  after  his  plane 
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had  been  shot  down.  A  mother  of  two  young  girls,  Marjorie  remained  a  member  of  GFBC 
for  the  short  time  before  she  moved  away.  Eugene's  death  was  not  confirmed  for  several 
years.  His  remains  eventually  were  identified  and  interred  in  Arlington  National  Cemetery. 

During  the  next  eleven  years,  six  deaths,  those  of  three  adults  and  three  children, 
occurred  in  the  young  church  family.  However  sad  the  death  of  an  adult,  the  death  of  a  child 
brings  even  more  grievous  heartbreak.  The  church  mourned  for  Julie  Hall,  infant  daughter 
of  Bill  and  Jan  Hall,  who  died  the  day  after  Christmas  1 969;  for  Greg  Firmage,  age  nine,  son 
of  Jack  and  Mona  Firmage,  who  succumbed  to  leukemia  in  October  1974;  and  for  James 
Bullock,  age  ten,  son  of  Edwin  and  Barbara  Bullock,  struck  by  an  automobile  in  July  1977 
while  mowing  grass  at  his  home. 

Others  who  left  this  life  seemingly  much  too  soon  included  Dean  Ritter,  age  20,  son 
of  Harold  and  Gerry  Ritter,  in  December  1978;  Bruce  Webster,  age  23,  son  of  Bill  and  Sue 
Webster,  in  April  1983;  and  Lauren  King,  age  24,  daughter  of  Don  and  Annette  King,  in 
June  1988.  One  cannot  help  but  wonder  what  the  lives  of  these  promising  young  people 
would  have  been  had  they  lived. 

As  the  membership  of  the  church  increased  and  the  number  of  adults  over  the  age  of 
fifty  escalated,  member  deaths  became  more  frequent  with  as  many  as  five  or  six  funeral 
services  in  some  years.  Even  though  saying  good-bye  to  a  loved  one  is  difficult,  a  funeral 
may  be  an  occasion  for  rejoicing  when  the  deceased  person  has  led  a  full  life  or  has  been 
released  from  a  devastating  illness. 

Cooperating  and  Participating 

The  church  participated  regularly  in  meetings  and  missions  programs  of  the  RBA,  the 
BSCNC,  and  the  SBC.  In  1975  the  church  voted  to  send  letters  to  these  three  bodies 
declaring  giving  to  missions  through  the  Cooperative  Program  of  the  SBC  a  top  priority. 
Members  also  voted  for  the  deacons  to  sign,  on  behalf  of  the  church,  the  Declaration  of 
Cooperation  prepared  by  the  SBC  commemorating  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  to  return  the  signed  declaration  to  the  SBC.^^ 

For  a  number  of  years,  the  church  struggled  financially,  especially  during  times  of 
construction.  Nevertheless,  members  voted  in  1975  to  set  a  goal  of  giving  six  percent  of 
budgeted  funds  to  missions  through  the  Cooperative  Program  of  the  SBC.'^  The  goal  proved 
difficult  to  meet,  and  in  1977  Pastor  Brewer  stated  that  the  church  was  "defaulting  on  the 
amount  sent  to  missions."^"  hi  June  1979  Mac  Graham  noted  that  there  was  "no  proposed 
budget  for  June  because  there  was  no  money  to  propose  spending."^'  What  seems  amazing 
is  that  January  through  September  1963,  the  first  year.  Greenwood  Forest  gave  9.4  percent 
of  all  receipts  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  receipts  from 
members  for  those  nine  months  totaled  just  $10,266.  In  1980  GFBC  attained  a  level  of 
Cooperative  Program  giving  of  just  over  six  percent  of  the  total  budget  with  a  hope  of 
eventually  reaching  the  goal  of  ten  percent. 
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For  the  1983-84  church  year,  members  voted  for  a  special  unbudgeted  offering  to 
Lottie  Moon,  Annie  Armstrong,  State  Missions,  and  World  Hunger.  Greenwood  Forest  gave 
9.7  percent  of  annual  receipts  to  the  Cooperative  Program  of  the  SBC."  In  1987-88,  GFBC 
Cooperative  Program  giving  reached  a  level  of  more  than  eight  percent  of  the  total  budget 
with  total  expenditures  for  missions  reaching  as  high  as  twenty  percent  of  budgeted  receipts. 

Pictures  and  Plans 

At  the  beginning  of  1975,  resident  membership  reached  649.  Even  though  members 
received  a  listing  of  families  each  year,  everyone  recognized  the  need  for  help  to  identify 
fellow  members.  In  February  the  church  voted  to  produce  the  first  pictorial  directory. 
Another  directory  appeared  in  1979.  By  then  membership  totaled  746  with  more  than  250 
families  participating  in  some  way  in  Greenwood  Forest  programs.  Most  members  felt  the 
directories  were  of  great  help,  and  the  church  continued  to  publish  them  in  succeeding  years. 

By  the  mid-1970s  the  church  realized  the  importance  of  closer  correlation  and 
coordination  of  the  activities  of  a  growing  congregation  and  voted  to  establish  a  church 
council. After  some  alterations  through  the  years,  the  council,  with  the  deacon  chair  as 
chairperson,  achieved  its  structure  of  five  commissions  and  several  committees  and 
program  leaders  to  carry  out  specific  ministries  of  the  church.  This  structure  later  would 
undergo  additional  changes  to  reflect  needs  of  a  changing  congregation. 

Church  leaders  recognized  the  necessity  of  looking  to  the  future,  assessing  needs,  and 
making  appropriate  plans.  The  first  Long  Range  Planning  Committee,  with  Larry  Rogers  as 
chairperson,  began  work  in  1977,  identifying  eight  church  objectives.^''  In  1978  the  church 
accepted  recommended  objectives  for  the  next  five  years. In  1 979  the  committee  asked  for 
input  from  every  church  family  and  then  compiled  a  list  of  major  goals.  The  church  adopted 
the  list^''  and  long  range  planning  became  an  established  pattern. 

Careful  Budgeting  and  New  Considerations 

After  completion  of  the  sanctuary  in  1978  and  experiencing  financial  difficulties  in  the 
1 980s,  the  church  took  steps  to  reduce  energy  consumption  and  adopted  a  spending  reduction 
plan  with  emphasis  on  stewardship.^^  Teachers  and  members  took  extra  care  to  turn  off 
lights  when  leaving  classrooms.  Building  caretakers  adjusted  heating  and  cooling  to 
minimum  levels  for  all  meetings.  In  1 98 1  the  church  planned  a  "thermal  envelope"  for  the 
education  building  as  an  energy  saving  measure. 

In  spite  of  persisting  financial  problems,  the  1980s  brought  exciting  developments  at 
Greenwood  Forest.  The  church  employed  new  staff  members  and  expanded  missions 
outreach. 

Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  Wake  County,  North  Carolina,  split  by  dissension  and 
floundering  financially  in  1982,  requested  aid  from  RB A  churches.  Greenwood  Forest 
commissioned  Ralph  and  Helen  Means  as  messengers  to  that  congregation.^^  Grounded  in 
Christian  faith  and  Baptist  practice,  the  Means  joined  Macedonia  and  helped  unify  and 
stabilize  the  group.  Greenwood  Forest,  along  with  other  churches,  also  provided  financial 
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aid.  Six  years  later,  healthier  spiritually  and  financially,  Macedonia  received  her  deed  back 
from  the  RBA.'' 

The  church  held  business  meetings  each  month  on  Sunday  evenings  following  the 
previous  Tuesday's  deacons'  meetings.  Most  business  meetings  seemed  routine  as  members 
considered  matters  that  needed  to  be  addressed,  but  the  November  1982  session  brought 
considerable  excitement.  At  8:45  PM  the  Lord  appeared!  That  is,  a  man  dressed  in  white 
and  holding  high  a  Bible  strode  down  the  aisle  to  the  front  of  the  group  and  loudly 
proclaimed  that  he  had  the  word  of  truth.  Richard  Whisnant,  moderator,  took  the  man's  arm 
and  asked  him  to  walk  outside.  Shouting  "Don't  touch  me!"  the  man  refused  to  leave,  and 
Pastor  Brewer  called  the  police  while  the  members  quietly  filed  out  of  the  room.  Two 
officers  escorted  the  man  out  of  the  building  to  find  help  for  him  and  the  meeting  resumed."*" 

In  November  1983  the  church  in  conference  considered  and  passed  a  recommendation 
from  the  Baptist  Men.  This  group  had  taken  responsibility  for  caring  for  the  church  grounds 
and  had  recently  planted  30  azaleas  in  a  cluster  of  dogwood  trees  between  the  sanctuary  and 
Maynard  Road.  The  men  recommended  that  the  garden  be  known  as  the  Greenwood  Forest 
Church  Memorial  Garden  and  encouraged  members  to  donate  shrubs  as  memorials.'"  The 
garden  became  an  attractive  landscape  focus. 

In  recognition  of  Bryce  and  Mary  Hudson  Jones's  generosity  in  giving  the  land  for  the 
Greenwood  Forest  campus,  the  church  held  a  short  ceremony  following  the  morning  worship 
service  on  Sunday,  November  20,  1 983,  and  placed  a  bronze  plaque  with  their  names  in  the 
narthex  of  the  sanctuary.  Bryce  had  died  a  short  time  earlier.  Plants  in  his  memory  were 
among  the  first  to  be  placed  in  the  memorial  garden. 

In  1 983  Greenwood  Forest  fostered  Advent  and  Christmas  events  that  have  become  an 
annual  tradition.  The  Hanging  of  the  Green  service  at  the  beginning  of  the  Advent  season 
is  a  special  time  when  families  enjoy  scripture  readings,  music,  candlelight,  and  the  bringing 
in  and  placing  of  greenery  and  garlands  by  the  youth  and  poinsettias  by  the  young  children. 
Banners  proclaiming  Hope,  Peace,  Joy,  and  Love  placed  in  the  sanctuary  on  successive 
Sunday  mornings,  lighting  of  the  Advent  candles,  and  readings  by  selected  families  all 
contribute  to  preparation  for  celebrating  the  birth  of  our  Lord. 

A  Growing  Concern 

Through  the  1980s  Greenwood  Forest  members  felt  increasing  apprehension  about 
trends  within  the  SBC.  A  fundamentalist  faction  gradually  gained  control  of  the  national 
convention,  boards,  agencies,  and  seminaries,  and  systematically  set  about  refashioning 
traditional  Southern  Baptist  doctrine  and  polity  into  creedalism  and  religious  hierarchy. 
Fundamental  Baptists  insisted  upon  a  literal  interpretation  of  all  scripture,  denied  the  call  of 
women  to  leadership  roles  in  churches,  and  stressed  pastoral  authority  over  laity  leadership. 

At  its  annual  meeting  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  in  1984,  the  SBC  passed  a  resolution 
that  caused  agitation  for  many  churches.  Resolution  Number  Three  decreed  that  women 
should  be  submissive  to  their  husbands  and  that  women  should  not  be  ordained  to  serve 
churches  as  pastors. 
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In  response  to  the  SBC's  resolution,  Greenwood  Forest  adopted  a  resolution  of  its 
own  in  regular  business  meeting,  October  14,  1984: 

....  Therefore  Be  it  resolved  that  we  as  a  church  do  respectfully  but  firmly 
oppose  and  reject  Resolution  Number  Three,  passed  at  the  1984 
SBConvention  in  Kansas  City;  and  Be  it  further  resolved,  we  affirm  the 
role  of  women  in  all  phases  of  ministry,  including  pastoral;  and  Be  it 
finally  resolved,  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  continued  encouragement  and 
support  of  all  women  who  seek  to  fulfill  God's  call  on  their  lives.'*' 

Dr.  Randall  Lolley,  then  President  of  SEBTS,  was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  SBC 
Friends  of  Missions  at  GFBC  in  February  1985.  He  spoke  of  his  concerns  that  SBC 
leadership  was  threatening  Baptist  principles  held  dear  by  moderate  Baptist  groups. 

Dr.  Lolley  resigned  as  president  of  the  seminary  in  1987  as  a  result  of  fundamentalist 
pressure.  He  came  again  to  Greenwood  Forest  in  February  1988  to  lead  in  a  Sunday  evening 
discussion  about  the  SBC,  its  future,  and  options  for  Southern  Baptist  churches.  "An 
articulate  and  careful  spokesman  for  the  moderate  point  of  view,"  Dr.  Lolley  dealt  directly 
with  questions  from  members.''^ 

Greenwood  Forest  messengers  to  the  1988  annual  meetings  in  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
returned  disturbed  and  saddened  as  the  orchestrated  SBC  takeover  became  fully  operational. 
Since  1979  the  Convention  had  placed  fewer  and  fewer  persons  of  moderate  persuasion  on 
committees  of  any  prominence,  passed  resolutions  which  many  felt  were  contrary  to 
traditional  Baptist  beliefs  and  practices,  defunded  agencies  which  had  played  a  vital  role  in 
separation  of  church  and  state,  and  demanded  that  belief  in  the  Bible  as  the  inerrant  word  of 
God  become  a  test  of  Baptist  faith. 

Doctor  Brewer  wrote: 

The  fundamentalist  takeover  is  complete. .  . .  What  now?  There  are  always 
options  ....  continue  as  if  nothing  has  changed  . . .  seek  other  places  for 
fellowship  ....  designation,  rather  than  withholding  of  funds  ....  please 
remember  we  are  still  Baptists.  And  being  Baptist  means  freedom.'*'^ 

The  church  considered  possibilities  of  fellowship  with  groups  other  than  the  SBC.  The 
pastor  and  David  Owen  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Alliance  (later  called  the 
Alliance  of  Baptists)  in  September  1988.  On  Sunday  afternoon,  February  7, 1989,  the  pastor 
went  to  a  meeting  at  Pullen  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  in  which  Dr.  Stan  Hasty, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Alliance,  addressed  concerns  of  area  churches  about  the 
organization.  Following  the  session  Dr.  Brewer  stressed  that  our  church  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Alliance  but  that  GFBC  had  the  option  of  cooperative  ventures  with  the  group  and 
with  other  groups  as  well. 

Uncertain  of  what,  if  any,  official  action  to  take  and  earnestly  seeking  what  would  be 
best  for  Greenwood  Forest,  concerned  members  voted  in  September  1988  to  establish  an  ad 
hoc  committee  to  study  the  church's  relationship  to  the  SBC*^  One  of  the  first  actions  of  the 
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committee,  chaired  by  Ray  Camp,  was  to  invite  William  Boatright,  Director  of  the  Division 
of  Communications  with  the  BSCNC,  to  address  the  changes  occurring  within  the  national 
and  state  conventions.  Mr.  Boatright  spoke  on  Sunday  evening,  October  23,  1988.  The 
following  month,  on  Sunday  evening,  November  20,  Gene  Puckett,  editor  of  The  Biblical 
Recorder,  addressed  the  church  and  answered  questions  about  troubles  within  the  SBC.  He 
returned  in  February  1 99 1  to  lead  a  two-part  series  concerning  the  crises  affecting  the  SBC*^ 
In  the  business  meeting  May  14,  1989,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  ad  hoc  study 
committee,  Greenwood  Forest  voted  to: 

1 .  Continue  participation  in  the  Cooperative  Program  of  the  SBC  "in  order 
to  share  in  its  outreach  of  evangelism  and  world  missions" 

2.  Continue  cooperation  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Alliance  "to  demonstrate 
support  for  those  ministries  and  programs  which  we  believe  the  SBC  has 
unwisely  reduced  or  eliminated" 

3.  Study  the  possibility  of  supporting  alternate  religious  and  seminary 
education  programs  because  "major  restrictions  have  been  placed  on 
academic  freedom  in  our  seminaries" 

4.  Establish  a  standing  convention  study  committee  "to  continue  a  study 
of  the  relationship  between  the  SBC  and  our  church" 

5.  Ask  the  church  education  commission  to  consider  various  options  of 
alternative,  appropriate  religious  literature 

6.  Ask  the  church  missions  commission  to  study  options  for  supporting 
global  missions'*^ 

The  convention  study  committee  met  numerous  times  throughout  the  year  and,  in  its 
report  at  the  fourth  quarter  business  meeting  on  December  10,  1989,  identified  these  four 
particular  concerns: 

1 .  Continued  moves  by  the  SBC  to  exclude  moderates  from  positions  of 
leadership 

2.  Decline  in  financial  support  of  the  convention,  thus  diminishing  funding 
of  missions  programs 

3.  Continuing  disagreement  within  agencies  and  institutions  over  the  roles 
of  trustees  and  staff 

4.  Turmoil  within  Southeastern  Seminary,  causing  planning  for  a  seminary 
at  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  for  a  school  of  theology  at  Wake  Forest.''** 
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The  convention  study  committee  encouraged  church  members  to  become  well  informed 
on  activities  within  the  SBC,  and  the  Pastor  advocated  reading  The  Biblical  Recorder  to  keep 
abreast  of  current  events. 


Keeping  On 


hi  spite  of  heightened  unease  about  SBC  actions  and  proclamations,  Greenwood  Forest 
continued,  more  or  less  as  usual,  with  worship  and  work  in  the  latter  part  of  the  1980s  and 
during  the  1990s.  By  1989  total  membership  exceeded  1,100  and  construction  of  the  much 
needed  new  education  building  moved  forward. 

Hoping  to  strengthen  ministry  within  the  congregation,  the  deacons  advocated  the 
initiation  of  the  Shared  Family  Ministry  program."*^  Partners  participating  in  the  program 
received  training  in  methods  of  personal  ministry  and  accepted  assignments  to  provide 
support  and  fellowship  for  specific  families. 

Nineteen-ninety  and  nineteen-ninety-one  found  the  church  concerned  about  war  in  the 
Middle  East.  In  The  Enabler,  February  27, 1 99 1 ,  the  pastor  named  people  in  military  service 
in  that  area  who  were  members  of  Greenwood  Forest  or  relatives  of  members  and  expressed 
a  prayer  for  their  safety.  Listed  were: 

Russell  D.  Barile  Lee  Glaser  Douglas  Still 

Michael  Baucom  Richard  Glaser  Mike  Swanner 

Chuck  Davis  Chuck  Hunter  Raymond  Walker 

Bob  DeWeese  J.  R.  Leaphart 


The  church  sought  ways  to  reduce  church  debt,  considered  Baptist  beliefs,  and 
continued  to  ponder  changes  within  the  SBC.  Messengers  from  Greenwood  Forest  who 
attended  meetings  of  the  SBC  in  1989  and  1990  experienced  sadness  and  frustration  at  the 
proceedings. 

hi  1991  GFBC  sent  only  two  messengers  to  the  SBC.  Doctor  Brewer  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF)  held  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in  May 
before  the  SBC  meeting  there  in  June.  In  August  Dr.  Alan  Neely,  a  former  professor  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  and  one  of  the  architects  of  the  global  missions  venture  of  the  CBF, 
spoke  at  Greenwood  Forest  and  answered  questions  pertaining  to  the  missions  program  of 
the  CBF.  The  CBF  defined  itself  as  consisting  of  Christians  and  churches  who  "share  a 
passion  for  the  Great  Commission  of  Jesus  Christ  and  a  commitment  to  Baptist  principles 
of  faith  and  practice."  Dr.  Brewer  wrote  in  the  newsletter: 

The  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  is  not  a  new  denomination  .  .  .  but 
a  fellowship  of  like-minded  folk  gathered  to  worship,  plan  and  celebrate 
...  a  fellowship  of  disenfranchised  people  who  want  to  belong  to  a  larger 
group  of  like-minded  folk  who  want  to  be  Christian,  Baptist,  and  to  do  world 
missions. 
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While  the  church  gave  thought  and  time  to  new  ways  of  giving  and  "doing  missions," 
other  work  also  claimed  attention,  hi  1992  several  church  groups  pledged  support  to  an 
adopt-a-bed  project  to  care  for  flowers  and  shrubbery.  Throughout  the  year  church  grounds 
improved  in  appearance  as  yard-work  Saturdays  drew  volunteers.  The  purchase  of  a 
commercial  walk-behind  mower  facilitated  lawn  care.  At  the  April  1992  business  meeting, 
the  church  accepted  a  proposal  to  enhance  the  sound  system  in  the  sanctuary  and  voted 
to  authorize  a  detailed  Long  Range  Plan  of  programs  for  the  next  five  years. ^' 

The  church  kept  busy  with  work  and  worship.  Each  spring  members  celebrated  the 
season  of  Lent  and  attended  Holy  Week  services.  The  week  before  Easter,  they  heard 
different  inspirational  speakers,  enjoyed  special  music,  and  experienced  quiet  times  in  the 
sanctuary  prior  to  sandwich  lunches  in  the  fellowship  hall.  Easter  Sunday  services  filled  the 
sanctuary  with  worshipers.  Following  Easter  in  April  1 994,  Dr.  Tom  Jackson,  pastor  of  Wake 
Forest  Baptist  Church,  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina,  led  in  revival  using  the  theme  Living 
More  Abundantly.  In  March  1996,  Jack  Causey,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Statesville, 
North  Carolina,  was  guest  proclaimer  for  the  revival  with  messages  of  Christian  Spirituality. 

Greenwood  Forest  voted  to  incorporate  the  church  in  February  1 996  as  a  safeguard 
against  possible  individual  member  liability."  A  board  of  directors  replaced  trustees,  and 
by-laws  adopted  on  October  13,  1996,  replaced  the  earlier  constitution  and  by-laws. 

After  a  year  of  study,  in  July  1997  the  church  adopted  an  abuse  prevention  policy  for 
children  and  youth.  All  workers  with  these  groups  were  trained  to  comply  with  church 
policies  that  were  established  to  ensure  a  safe  environment  for  their  charges. 

Continuing  to  reassess  programs  and  plan  for  future  needs,  in  February  1998  the 
Church  Council,  with  Mack  Thorpe  as  president,  presented  a  two-part  "vision"  that  outlined 
proposed  ministry  and  missions  goals.  The  Ministry  Discipleship  Plan  (MDP)  projected  the 
required  funding  for  programs  and  activities  planning.  The  Missions  Support  Plan  (MSP)  set 
a  financial  goal  at  ten  percent  of  total  spending.  Members  could  choose  either  plan. 

On  June  24,  1998,  Dr.  Brewer  gave  a  touching  tribute  to  his  father,  James  F.  Brewer, 
a  Southern  Baptist  minister,  who  died  in  1977: 

The  Bible  for  him  was  a  book  about  faith  for  faith.  With  all  his  heart  he 
believed  that  Jesus  was  the  way,  the  truth  and  life.  As  he  put  it  to  me  the 
day  I  asked  him  what  he  thought  about  life  after  death,  all  he  knew  was  what 
the  Bible  said  and  then  added  if  Jesus  wasn't  the  answer,  he  didn't  have  one. 
.  .  .  When  President  Harry  S.  Truman  appointed  a  special  representative 
to  the  Vatican,  he  [James  F.  Brewer]  went  through  the  ceiling.  This  was 
confusing  the  issue  on  separation  of  church  and  state.  Concerning  the 
[SBC's  stance  on]  submission  of  women  to  men,  he  would  probably  have 
laughed  and  said  isn't  it  interesting  that  the  solution  to  the  domestic  problems 
of  the  nation  could  be  narrowed  down  simply  to  women  submitting  to  men. 
Then  he  would  add,  "I'll  ask  your  mother  about  it."  .  .  .1  miss  my  dad  .  .  . 
There  is  so  much  more  we  could  talk  about.  .  .  .Thanks  be  to  God  for  my 
dad.'' 
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Greenwood  Forest  hosted  a  meeting  of  friends  of  the  CBF  in  February  1999.  CBF 
Global  Missions  Coordinator  Keith  Parks,  former  head  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Board  of  the 
SBC,  and  Boyce  Wilson  of  the  Coordinating  Council  of  North  Carolina  CBF  led  an 
inspirational  and  informative  meeting  for  CBF  partners^'' 

Transition 

In  August  1999,  shortly  before  Dr.  Brewer's  retirement,  the  church  voted  to  follow  the 
Intentional  Interim  Ministry  process  developed  by  the  Center  for  Congregational  Health, 
School  of  Pastoral  Care,  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital,  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina." 
In  church  conference  October  12,  1999,  Greenwood  Forest  called  Dr.  Charles  Dorman  as 
interim  pastor.  The  next  Sunday,  Dr.  Dorman  and  wife  Sue  moved  their  letters  from  Trinity 
Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  to  GFBC. 

An  experienced  pastor  and  key  figure  in  the  Intentional  Interim  Ministry  training 
program  at  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital,  Dr.  Dorman  began  his  work  at  GFBC 
immediately.  He  directed  the  church  in  choosing  a  transition  team  to  "create  a  church  profile 
for  use  in  evaluating  our  current  environment,  calling  our  new  leadership,  and  creating  a 
vision  for  where  Greenwood  Forest  is  headed."^^ 

The  transition  team  began  work  inviting  all  members  to  participate  in  "town  meetings" 
beginning  in  February  2000.  With  the  conviction  that  understanding  past  events  is  important 
in  evaluating  present  trends  and  future  possibilities,  members  looked  at  the  history  of  the 
church,  created  a  time  line  of  significant  events,  and  considered  Greenwood  Forest's 
relationships  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  with  other  Baptist  organizations. 

March  17-19,  2000,  church  historian  Dr.  Fred  Grissom,  who  received  his  Ph.D.  from 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  who  served  for  15  years  as  professor 
of  church  history  at  two  different  seminaries,  came  to  Greenwood  Forest.  Working  with  the 
transition  team,  he  led  GFBC  members  in  intense  discussions  regarding  Baptist  distinctives, 
Baptist  emphases,  and  Baptist  controversies."  Dr.  Grissom  presented  the  current  religious 
picture  and  its  implication  for  Baptist  churches. 

At  the  request  of  the  transition  team,  members  filled  out  individual  surveys  which  when 
analyzed  helped  in  the  preparation  of  a  church  identity  document  and  a  pastor  profile 
document.  Greenwood  Forest  then  named  a  pastor  search  committee  in  a  called  business 
meeting,  August  20,  2000. 

A  New  Leader 

In  late  2000  and  early  2001,  the  pastor  search  committee,  chaired  by  Rick  Chappell, 
accepted  resumes  for  senior  pastor,  interviewed  applicants,  and  recommended  Dr.  Jack 
Randall  Sherron  to  lead  GFBC.  Dr.  Sherron  preached  Sunday,  June  17,  2001,  at  the 
morning  worship  services.  In  called  business  meetings  at  both  early  and  late  worship 
services,  members  voted  unanimously  to  call  Dr.  Sherron  as  pastor  beginning  in  September. 
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In  The  Enabler,  July  3,  2001,  Dr.  Sherron  wrote: 

With  joy  and  anticipation  I  accept  the  call  as  pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest 
Baptist  Church.  These  last  several  months  have  been  a  journey  of  discovery 
and  recovery.  I  have  discovered  that  God  has  a  new  place  for  me  to  minister. 
In  the  process,  I  have  recovered  a  sense  of  God's  close  presence  as  we 
make  our  choices  in  life.  At  each  step  along  the  way,  Susan  and  I  have 
been  reassured  this  was  what  was  meant  to  be.  We  look  forward  to  getting 
to  know  you  and  serve  you.  .  .  .  May  God  bless  us  as  we  begin  together  as 
pastor  and  people. 

In  his  covenant  with  the  church  at  the  service  of  installation  on  Sunday,  October  28, 
2001,  Dr.  Sherron  promised: 

...  to  be  loyal  to  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church's  heritage  while 
being  sensitive  to  its  future  ...  to  do  the  right  thing  and  not  the  easy 
thing,  as  we  discover  together,  as  pastor  and  people,  what  God  would 
have  us  do  for  his  kingdom. 

Dr.  Randall  (Randy)  Sherron,  his  wife  Susan  (a  teacher),  and  his  son  Alex  (at  that  time 
a  fifth-grader)  moved  to  Cary  in  September  2001.  After  Dr.  Brewer's  long  tenure  as  pastor, 
some  members  thought  getting  used  to  a  new  minister  would  be  difficult.  Transition  was 
smooth,  however.  Self-described  as  a  "team  player,"  Dr.  Sherron  worked  closely  with 
deacons,  councils,  committees,  and  staff.  Randy  and  Susan  met  with  church  members  in 
small,  informal  sessions  to  get  acquainted,  and  the  Sherrons  quickly  became  a  part  of  the 
Greenwood  Forest  family.  Members  agreed  that  the  pastor  search  committee  had  done 
excellent  work. 

Dr.  Sherron's  frequent  choice  of  lesser-used  scripture  readings  and  his  fresh 
interpretations  captured  the  attention  of  the  congregation  right  away.  During  the  season  of 
Lent  in  2002,  the  new  pastor  initiated  a  time  of  healing  at  the  end  of  a  morning  worship 
service.  Conducted  with  dignity,  this  solemn,  prayerftil  quest  for  spiritual  and  physical 
healing  became  a  meaningftil  annual  occurrence. 

Using  specific  themes  for  sermons  and  study.  Dr.  Sherron  led  the  church  to  consider 
Blessings  during  the  2002-2003  church  year.  Members  counted  the  new  pastor  as  one  of 
those  blessings. 

A  New  Alignment 

As  a  result  of  increasing  dissatisfaction  with  the  policies  and  practices  within  the  SBC, 
the  church  channeled  decreasing  levels  of  ftinding  through  the  State  Baptist  Convention  to 
the  Cooperative  Program  of  the  SBC.  For  a  time  some  members  exercised  their  options  of 
giving  to  the  SBC  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  offering  for  Foreign  Missions  and  to  the  SBC 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  offering  for  Home  Missions.  The  CBF  offered  churches  alternate 
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giving  plans  with  opportunities  for  creative  giving  to  a  wide  variety  of  ministries,  with  the 
majority  of  funds  going  to  global  missions.  Most  GFBC  members  found  a  new  plan  of 
giving  that  appealed  to  them,  and  eventually  the  church  directed  all  missions  funding  to  pass 
through  the  BSCNC  and  on  to  the  CBF. 

After  different  committees'  long  and  prayerftil  study  of  trends  in  the  SBC  and  their 
implications  for  Greenwood  Forest,  the  church  in  action  January  13,  2002,  declared  itself 
currently  affiliated  locally  with  the  RBA  and  the  BSCNC  and  globally  with  the  CBF.  The 
group  also  established  a  standing  committee  to  monitor  activities  of  GFBC's  affiliations  "to 
ensure  that  they  remain  appropriate  and  to  promote  active  participation  in  these  affiliations." 
In  addition,  members  voted  to  notify  the  SBC  by  letter  of  the  previously  made  decision  "not 
to  affiliate  with  the  SBC,  in  our  effort  to  promote  and  defend  traditional  Baptist  principles."^^ 

Taking  Stock  and  Forging  Ahead 

As  a  result  of  careful  study  by  ad  hoc  committees  of  the  existing  organizational 
structure,  staffing,  and  facilities.  Greenwood  Forest  voted  for  some  changes  in  2003.^°  The 
most  noticeable  change  in  structure  called  for  deacons  to  be  elected  to  serve  either  as 
members  of  the  Council  of  Deacons  or  as  members  of  the  Congregational  Care  Giving 
Deacons.  The  Council  of  Deacons,  composed  of  the  moderator,  chairpersons  of 
commissions,  and  at-large  members,  accepted  the  responsibility  for  conducting  the 
"business"  of  the  church,  while  the  Care  Giving  Deacons  served  through  outreach,  visitation, 
and  responsibilities  for  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper.  Church  members  who  volunteered 
earlier  in  the  year  to  help  with  care  giving  came  under  the  "custody"  of  the  Care  Giving 
Deacons,  to  work  with  them  as  needed.  The  church  also  voted  to  change  the  title  of  Minister 
of  Education  to  Associate  Pastor  and  to  approve  search  committees  for  a  full-time  Minister 
to  Youth  and  Children  and  a  part-time  Minister  to  Senior  Adults. 

An  ad  hoc  facilities  committee  met  regularly  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  and 
reported  to  the  church  in  conference  on  July  20,  2003.  Findings  from  the  committee's 
intensive  study  indicated  the  inadequacy  of  present  facilities  to  support  the  continued  growth 
of  the  music  ministry  and  Sunday  School.  It  also  described  a  need  for  more  desirable  youth 
activity  space.  The  committee  recommended  specific  short-term  and  long-term  goals  that 
led  to  establishing  a  building  committee  to  look  ftjrther  into  future  expansion. 

The  2003-2004  church  year  got  underway  with  committees  and  all  church  groups 
forging  ahead  with  their  work.  Dr.  Sherron  introduced  the  year's  theme.  Saints  and  Service, 
with  Wednesday  evening  Bible  studies  and  a  sermon  series  focusing  on  saints.  Activities 
centering  around  this  theme  included  Bible  study  in  February  led  by  Tony  Cupit,  Director 
of  Evangelism  and  Education,  Study  and  Research  Division  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance; 
service  weekends  in  March;  spring  Bible  study  of  Baptist  saints;  and  a  sermon  series  on 
Baptist  historical  figures. 

In  business  meeting  October  19,  2003,  the  church  in  action  approved  a  motion  to 
support  participation  of  the  adult  choir  at  the  Centenary  World  Congress  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  to  take  place  in  July  2005  in  Birmingham,  England.  Also  in  October,  Greenwood 
Forest  entered  a  continuing  "Treasure  Our  Ministry"  emphasis,  noting  the  many  ministries 
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the  church  participates  in  to  fulfill  God's  call  and  asking  members  to  prayerfully  examine 
their  financial  commitments.^' 

On  January  1 1 ,  2004,  at  the  regular  quarterly  business  meeting  members  approved  a 
new  cash  flow  management  policy  to  facilitate  good  stewardship  of  funds.  Reminders  of  the 
balance  of  debt  for  the  education/administration  building  appeared  in  issues  of  The  Enabler 
along  with  the  suggestion  that  members  could  contribute  against  the  mortgage  to  save  money 
in  interest  and  to  shrink  the  life  of  the  loan. 

Spring  and  summer  2004  brought  new  opportunities.  In  April  Ruby  Fulbright, 
Executive  Director/Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  North  Carolina  and 
former  missionary  to  Zambia,  came  as  guest  speaker  for  Holy  Week  and  inspired  those 
gathered  in  the  sanctuary  with  her  unique  presentations.  Also  in  April,  the  church  voted  to 
create  a  building  program  special  fund  to  support  costs  associated  with  future  building 
projects.'''  In  May  members  had  their  photographs  made  for  a  new  directory  and  participated 
in  Spring  Church  Cleaning  Day. 

The  new  church  year,  2004-2005,  introduced  new  budgets,  new  programs,  new 
schedules,  and  new  routines.  Dr.  Sherron  announced  Practicing  the  Presence  as  the  theme 
for  the  year  and  encouraged  members  to  explore  practices  and  disciplines  to  help  on  the 
Christian  journey."  He  invited  participation  in  intensive  group  studies  focusing  on  spiritual 
formation  and  development. 

On  Sunday,  August  29,  2004,  immediately  following  the  morning  worship  service, 
members  participated  in  the  dedication  of  the  recently  constructed  columbarium  and  also 
visited  the  newly  redecorated  church  parlor.  Many  members  had  helped  with  these  projects 
and  experienced  gratitude  at  their  conclusion. 

Church  members  attended  a  building  committee  information  session  Sunday  evening, 
November  14,  2004,  to  consider  "how  investments  in  our  church  campus  might  help  in 
shaping  our  future  and  the  life  of  our  church."^"*  After  much  discussion  those  present  in  a 
called  business  meeting  voted  to  approve  funding  for  continuing  the  conceptual  design 
process. 

On  Christmas  Eve  morning  of  2004,  an  intimate  service  of  remembrance  similar  to 
those  of  the  past  three  years  helped  those  who  had  suffered  loss  to  remember  and  honor  those 
gone  before  and  to  give  and  receive  comfort  through  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the 
touch  of  friends.  In  the  early  evening  service,  as  is  customary,  the  children  presented  the 
Christmas  story  in  readings  and  in  song.  At  the  later  candlelight  communion  worship, 
families  filled  the  sanctuary  for  the  traditional  service  of  lessons  and  carols. 

Senior  Adults— a  Growing  Group 

Adults  over  the  age  of  55  comprised  a  small  portion  of  the  congregation  of  Greenwood 
Forest  for  more  than  fifteen  years,  but  by  1980  about  twenty-five  persons  admitted  to 
belonging  in  that  age  category.  The  church  declared  May  4,  1980,  as  Senior  Adult  Day,  a 
time  for  recognizing  older  members  and  their  contributions  to  Greenwood  Forest.^^  The 
seniors  so  honored  sat  in  reserved  pews  during  the  morning  worship  service. 
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On  November  8,  1981,  the  youth  of  the  church,  guided  by  the  Senior  Adult  Council, 
invited  the  seniors  to  be  their  special  guests  at  an  informal  supper  in  the  fellowship  hall.  The 
seniors  enjoyed  entertainment  provided  by  the  youth  and  discussed  activities  in  which  they— 
the  seniors—would  like  to  participate. 

Increasing  in  number  slowly  at  first,  the  senior  adults  formed  a  solid  group  and  became 
a  visible  force  within  the  congregation  as  they  came  together  in  fellowship  and  service. 
Seniors  tooic  an  active  part  in  various  ministry  and  missions  projects. 

In  1987  the  church  employed  Rev.  Howard  Beard,  retired  minister,  as  Ministerial 
Associate  on  a  short-term  basis.^^  He  worked  primarily  with  the  senior  group,  visiting  those 
who  were  ill  and  offering  support  both  during  and  after  his  official  employment.  He  helped 
in  initiating  senior  breakfast  meetings  and  in  planning  the  group's  early  trips.  Both  he  and 
Herman  Shreve  often  chauffeured  senior  travelers  in  the  church  van  to  selected  destinations. 

Early  in  the  new  century,  Fred  Seeger  and  Bob  Watson,  advisors  for  the  senior  adults, 
asked  members  to  complete  a  survey  to  determine  areas  of  interest.  The  information  that 
they  gathered  gave  insight  for  planning  to  Edwina  Erwin,  the  new  chairperson  of  the  Senior 
Adult  Committee,  and  to  those  who  worked  with  her. 

Regularly  scheduled  luncheons  and  dinners  in  the  church  fellowship  hall  drew  many 
seniors,  and  a  variety  of  speakers  and  performers  sparked  interest.  Among  those  who  came 
to  entertain  or  inform  were  authors,  bird  lovers,  comedians,  educators,  gardeners,  ministers, 
musicians,  public  servants,  and  television  personalities.  Talented  seniors  and  other  members 
of  GFBC  brought  enjoyable  presentations  from  time  to  time. 

The  Senior  Newsletter  started  by  Nancy  Watson  in  2002  kept  seniors  informed  about 
upcoming  opportunities.  In  addition  to  eating  and  entertainment,  these  opportunities 
included  travel,  missions  projects,  and  events  at  area  churches. 

Wilma  Caldwell  served  as  travel  planner.  Travel  included  bus  excursions  to 
Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  In  Atlanta,  31  seniors  toured  the  CNN 
Television  Network  and  some  attended  a  Braves  baseball  game.  This  group  also  visited 
Callaway  Gardens,  the  Little  White  House,  and  the  FDR  Memorial  Museum.  The  seniors 
combined  sightseeing  and  renewing  friendship  with  Steve  and  Sandra  Jolly  while  attending 
services  at  Freemason  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  Steve  serves  as 
pastor.  Such  trips  provided  the  seniors  with  fellowship,  learning,  and  enjoyment. 

In  January  2004  the  group  numbered  approximately  250,  and  the  church  called  Carolyn 
Hopkins  as  the  first  part-time  Minister  to  Senior  Adults.^'  A  graduate  of  Dallas  Baptist 
University  and  of  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Carolyn 
served  from  1 976  to  2003  on  the  WMU  staff  of  the  BSCNC.  She  was  also  a  charter  member 
of  Westwood  Baptist  church  and  has  served  there  as  a  deacon.  Acting  as  liaison  between  the 
seniors  and  the  ministerial  staff,  Carolyn  brought  welcome  encouragement  to  older  members 
of  Greenwood  Forest  and  their  families  as  they  coped  with  illness,  grief,  and  other  problems. 
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4.  Construction 


Go  up  to  the  hills  and  bring  wood  and  build  the  house,  so  that 
I  may  take  pleasure  in  it  and  be  honored,  says  the  Lord. 

Haggai  1:8  (NRSV) 

Expansion  of  Education  Space 

Church  membership  reached  240  with  a  Sunday  School  enrollment  of 422  during  1 966, 
Rev.  Luther  Brewer's  first  year  as  pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest.  Expanding  classes  needed 
more  space,  and  in  1967  the  deacons  asked  for  the  congregation's  "approval  and  support  in 
looking  toward  fiiture  building  needs. "^^  In  August  1967  the  church  established  a  building 
and  planning  committee,  co-chaired  by  Harry  Beard  and  Jay  Martin,  and  set  up  a  building 
fund  for  those  who  wished  to  make  early  contributions  toward  construction  of  a  new 
education  facility. 

The  planning  for  the  new  building  lasted  many  months.  The  church  decided  to  finance 
construction  with  a  bond  issue  and  hired  Matt  Howell  to  lead  the  fund-raising  effort.  Seventy 
members  sold  $195,000  in  bonds  within  ten  days.  The  church  employed  the  architectural 
firm  of  Stout  and  Coltrane  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  to  design  the  new  building^^  and 
contracted  with  Bowling  Construction  Company  (Bowling)  of  Cary  to  build  the  structure.™ 

Bowling  began  construction  in  March  1970  and  completed  the  work  eight  months  later. 
The  new  addition  provided  ten  thousand  square  feet  of  space  for  education  and  office  use. 
The  original  building  underwent  renovation,  including  the  addition  of  air-conditioning. 
Proceeds  from  the  bond  issue  financed  the  new  construction  and  renovations  and  also  helped 
pay  existing  debts. 

The  congregation  gathered  on  December  6,  1970,  to  celebrate  and  to  consecrate  the 
facility  to  the  honor  of  God.  Pastor  Brewer  and  the  congregation  pledged  "to  dedicate 
ourselves  anew  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  through  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lord."^'  A  reception 
and  tours  of  the  building  followed  the  dedication  ceremony. 

A  New  Place  to  Worship 

Continued  growth  made  it  necessary  for  the  church  to  hold  two  services  each  Sunday 
morning  in  the  temporary  sanctuary.  Not  enough  parking  space  existed,  and  the  staff  of  the 
new  Brown- Wynne  Funeral  Home  next  door  allowed  those  attending  Sunday  School  and 
worship  services  to  use  their  parking  area.  By  1 973  the  resident  church  membership  reached 
523  with  Sunday  School  enrollment  at  654.  The  congregation  looked  forward  to  a 
permanent,  more  spacious  setting  in  which  to  worship  God. 
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At  a  called  business  meeting  in  May  1 973 ,  a  building  survey  committee,  chaired  by  Leo 
Pegram,  recommended  construction  of  a  permanent  sanctuary  and  alterations  to  the  first  units 
for  education  space  and  a  fellowship  hall7^  After  affirmative  voting,  a  building  committee, 
chaired  by  Dick  Ladd,  began  work.  Once  again  members  considered  the  costs  and  weighed 
alternatives  for  financing.  After  months  of  careful  planning,  Greenwood  Forest  sanctioned 
raising  $100,000  for  initial  expenditures."  The  church  employed  architects  Fishel  and 
Taylor  of  Raleigh  and  instructed  them  to  proceed  with  design  development. 

Members  used  various  efforts,  large  and  small,  to  raise  money  for  the  new  venture. 
Talent  Stewardship  Day  occurred  on  Saturday,  October  11,  1975.  That  day  brought 
fellowship  and  fun  as  adults,  youth,  and  children  shared  work,  interests,  and  talents.  Fund- 
raising  activities  included  sales  of  plants,  crafts,  and  baked  goods,  and  featured  musical 
presentations,  athletic  contests,  and  a  talent  show.  Many  members  enjoyed  lunches  of 
delicious  Brunswick  stew  prepared  by  William  E.  (Bill)  Edwards.  Proceeds  from  the  day's 
activities  added  $1,301.53  to  the  building  fund." 

hi  the  June  6,  1976,  business  meeting,  the  church  accepted  the  architects'  plans  for  the 
sanctuary.  The  five-week  Together  We  Build  fund-raising  program,  chaired  by  Billy 
Caldwell,  challenged  each  family  to  give  sacrificially  to  the  building  fund  and  to  buy  bonds 
as  well.  Billy  recalled,  "The  program  was  a  very  positive  experience  and  dedicated  members 
responded  generously. "^^  By  January  1977,  165  families  had  pledged  $242,085.90, 
surpassing  the  Hallelujah  goal  of  $220,000.  In  May  1977  the  church  contracted  with  F.  A. 
Miller  Construction  Company  of  Cary  for  construction  of  the  building  and  with  Joe  E.  Lee 
of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  for  a  custom-designed,  custom-built  pipe  organ." 

Members  met  on  Sunday  morning,  May  22,  1977,  for  a  service  of  commitment  and  a 
groundbreaking  ceremony  before  construction  began  in  June.  Selling  of  bonds  continued. 
While  the  sanctuary  was  taking  shape.  Greenwood  Forest  faced  a  budget  deficit  and  in  March 
1978  voted  to  negotiate  a  loan  with  Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Company  to  cover  building 
costs  and  parking  area  expansion.^** 

Building  of  the  sanctuary  took  about  18  months.  The  modernistic  brick  structure 
included  sanctuary  seating  for  600,  a  choir  rehearsal  room,  and  a  church  parlor.  Floors  and 
walls  of  brick,  cathedral  ceiling  supported  by  exposed  wood  beams,  and  oak  pews  with  gold 
colored  cushions  made  an  inviting  place  for  worshipers.  Along  the  west  side  of  the 
sanctuary,  a  parade  of  clerestory  windows  above  with  larger  windows  below  gave  natural 
illumination.  The  first  worship  service  in  the  sanctuary  was  held  on  Sunday,  December  3, 
1978.  histallation  of  the  pipe  organ  was  not  completed  for  several  weeks,  so  the  organ  from 
the  old  facility  served  for  a  few  more  services. 

Greenwood  Forest  observed  the  weekend  of  April  20-22, 1 979,  with  the  theme  Renewal 
Through  Dedication.  Members  attended  a  formal  dedication  of  the  sanctuary  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  April  22.  Dick  Ladd  presented  the  new  building  to  the  church.  Dr.  Luther  Brewer 
accepted  it  on  behalf  of  the  congregation,  and  Dr.  Charles  Tucker,  the  first  pastor  of 
Greenwood  Forest,  gave  the  prayer  of  dedication.  Words  from  the  formal  dedication  by  the 
pastor  and  the  people  included,  "For  the  worship  of  God  in  prayer  and  praise,  for  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  we  humbly 
dedicate  this  building."^'^ 
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Construction  costs  for  the  sanctuary  totaled  $677,567.  Even  with  generous  gifts  by 
members  and  others,  many  months  passed  before  the  debt  could  be  paid. 

A  Need  for  More  Space 

During  the  1980s  the  congregation  enjoyed  worshiping  in  a  beautiful,  comfortable 
sanctuary  and  kept  busy  with  maintenance  and  improvement  of  campus  facilities.  They  hung 
curtains  in  the  church  parlor,  added  a  utility  building  for  equipment  storage,  and  made  energy 
conservation  alterations  to  the  education  building.  In  1 985  the  Brotherhood  helped  install 
a  fire  alarm  system,  and  the  church  installed  a  new  telephone  system.  The  church  added 
professional  staff  and  new  office  equipment,  accepted  the  gift  of  a  15-passenger  van  from 
an  anonymous  donor,  and  upgraded  parking  areas.  And  membership  rolls  kept  growing. 

By  1986  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  again  needed  more  education  space. 
Resident  membership  was  900  and  the  Sunday  School  enrollment  reached  808.  An 
education  facility  expansion  committee,  co-chaired  by  Dave  Thomas  and  David  Owen, 
requested  the  Church  Architecture  Department  of  the  SBC  to  develop  sketches  for  a  new 
building  to  meet  the  identified  needs  for  additional  classrooms,  a  larger  office  area,  a  kitchen, 
and  a  fellowship  hall.^°  The  sketches  depicted  a  two-level  building  of  12,926  square  feet  to 
be  located  near  the  existing  education  building  and  sanctuary. 

At  a  called  business  meeting  June  8,  1986,  the  church  approved  construction  of  a 
building  that  was  generally  in  accordance  with  the  sketches  provided  by  the  SBC  architects. 
The  members  also  approved  the  renovation  of  the  existing  building  to  accommodate 
education  programs,  kindergarten  classes,  and  media  functions.  In  addition  the  church 
approved: 

1 .  Application  of  brick  veneer  and  stucco  to  the  exterior  walls  of  the 
existing  education  building  to  make  its  appearance  compatible  with  the 
sanctuary 

2.  Replacement  of  the  aging  heating  and  air  conditioning  systems 

3.  Construction  of  covered  walkways  to  connect  the  buildings 

4.  Elevation  of  the  platform,  pulpit,  and  choir  loft  in  the  sanctuary  for 
better  visibility  from  the  seating  area^' 

Another  Building  Program 

In  January  1 987  Pastor  Brewer  commented  that  1 986  was  the  best  year  financially  in  the 
history  of  Greenwood  Forest  Church. ^"^  His  observation  sounded  an  encouraging  note  as 
members  faced  another  costly  building  program. 
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Greenwood  Forest  again  established  a  building  fund  and  authorized  the  sale  of  bonds 
to  finance  the  construction  project.  The  church  chose  the  Gary  firm  of  Sears,  Hackney, 
Keener  &  Williams,  Inc.^^  Bill  Sears  and  Roger  Hobgood,  members  of  GFBG,  developed 
the  design  and  completed  architectural  drawings. 

Jerry  Harris,  director  of  The  Gift  Goes  On  fundraising  campaign,  recalled  that  the 
theme  for  the  campaign  came  from  a  mural  the  young  people  had  painted  on  one  wall  of  the 
youth  room  of  the  church.  The  mural  and  the  theme  reflected  the  gift  of  land  that  the  Bryce 
Jones  family  made  in  the  1960s  for  the  location  of  the  church.  Emphasis  for  giving  stressed 
"equal  sacrifice,  not  equal  gifts."  The  three  giving  goals  were:  Opportunity  ($500,000), 
Challenge  ($700,000),  and  Victory  ($900,000).  Jerry  noted  that  several  committees  were 
involved  in  planning  and  fundraising,  "a  real  team  effort,"  and  that  he  was  "pleased  with  the 
response  from  church  families."^''  To  foster  unity  and  commitment,  those  leading  the 
promotional  campaign  encouraged  all  members  of  the  church  and  Sunday  School  and  their 
families  to  attend  a  stewardship  banquet  at  the  Brownstone  Hotel  in  Raleigh,  May  1 8,  1988. 
Sharing  in  a  dream  for  the  future,  GFBG  people  enjoyed  a  festive  occasion.  Judy  Teander, 
banquet  director,  stated,  "The  banquet  was  well-attended,  the  food  was  excellent,  and  those 
present  were  enthusiastic  about  the  prospect  of  a  new  education  building. "^^ 

As  a  part  of  the  emphasis  on  giving,  teachers  of  Sunday  School  classes  for  youth  and 
adults  taught  stewardship  lessons,  and  during  worship  services  different  members  shared 
their  feelings  about  the  ministry  of  GFBG  and  their  philosophies  of  giving.  By  June  1988 
pledges  reached  $706,195,  topping  the  Ghallenge  goal.  The  church  chose  Van  Thomas 
Gonstruction  Gompany,  of  Siler  Gity,  North  Carolina,  to  be  responsible  for  the  fourth 
building  project  of  GFBG.'' 

A  groundbreaking  ceremony  followed  the  eleven  o'clock  worship  service  Sunday,  July 
9,  1989.  Dave  Thomas,  co-chairperson  of  the  building  committee,  said,  "As  we  have  done 
on  several  previous  occasions,  we  are  making  a  bold  step  into  the  future  .  .  .  and  now  it  is 
again  appropriate  to  move  on  with  boldness."'^  On  July  28,  1989,  the  church  negotiated  a 
construction  loan  agreement  with  the  Fidelity  Bank  for  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $  1 ,350,000 
at  a  variable  rate  of  interest  (then  10.25%)  to  finance  the  education/administration  building 
and  campus  upgrades. 

Gonstruction  began  in  September,  but  rainy  weather  slowed  progress.  During  the 
months  of  construction,  church  members  faced  another  concern:  the  roof  of  the  existing 
education  building  was  rapidly  deteriorating,  hi  December  1 990  the  church  authorized  the 
building  committee  to  contract  for  its  repair  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $52,400,  with  the  work 
to  be  included  as  a  part  of  the  current  education  facility  project.*'  hi  the  same  month  church 
volunteers  relocated  a  play  area  for  the  Children's  Center  to  allow  landscaping  of  the  space 
formerly  used  by  the  center. 

The  cost  of  construction,  including  roof  repair  and  upgrades  to  the  first  buildings, 
totaled  $  1 ,926,685.''°  The  church  received  the  certificate  of  occupancy  for  the  new  two-level 
building  on  Friday,  July  5,  1991,  two  years  after  groundbreaking.  Saturday,  July  6,  1991, 
brought  a  high  level  of  activity  to  Greenwood  Forest.  Early  in  the  morning  more  than  1 00 
members  armed  with  mops,  buckets,  and  other  cleaning  equipment  met  for  juice,  coffee,  and 
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doughnuts  in  the  old  fellowship  hall,  received  instructions,  and  proceeded  with  cleaning 
rooms  and  moving  furniture.  On  Sunday  morning,  new  classrooms,  cleaned  and  properly 
arranged,  awaited  their  occupants.^' 

Members  were  pleased  with  the  appearance  and  added  space  of  the  new  facility.  A 
raised  brick  cross  on  the  side  of  the  building  facing  Kildaire  Farm  Road  alleviated  the 
starkness  of  the  structure.  Ed  Floyd  had  suggested  the  cross,  and  Peggy  Branch  always 
referred  to  it  as  "Ed's  cross." 

November  24,  1 99 1 ,  was  a  special  day  to  celebrate  the  new  building,  the  new  media 
center  (located  in  the  former  office  area),  and  the  renovated  classrooms.  Members  and 
friends  of  Greenwood  Forest  gathered  in  the  spacious  fellowship  hall  for  a  dinner  and  a 
service  of  joyful  thanksgiving.  These  words  were  in  the  order  of  service:  "Believing  that  God 
has  been  the  Builder  of  this  house  through  God' s  servants,  we  offer  unto  God  our  humble  and 
grateful  praise,  and  we  acknowledge  that  'Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain 
that  build  it."'' 

A  Columbarium 

In  December  1998,  Greenwood  Forest  began  exploring  the  feasibility  of  constructing 
a  columbarium,  a  place  where  church  families  who  choose  cremation  for  themselves  and/or 
their  loved  ones  may  have  ashes  reposited.  Not  everyone  showed  interest,  because  many 
members  already  owned  cemetery  plots  in  various  locations  and  others  had  never  considered 
cremation  an  option.  A  columbarium  committee,  led  by  Susan  Miller,  persisted  in  positive 
presentations.  Eventually  members  desiring  final  rest  in  the  "shadow  of  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Lord"  reserved  enough  niches  for  construction  of  this  relatively  small  building  project  that 
began  in  April  2004.  Located  against  the  east  wall  of  the  sanctuary  near  the  main  entrance, 
the  columbarium's  first  phase,  containing  104  niches,  reached  completion  in  August  2004  at 
a  cost  of  $63,419.00.  Reservations  of  niches  covered  most  of  the  costs.  Landscaping 
completed  by  volunteers  enhanced  the  beauty  of  the  area.  The  church  observed  a  service  of 
dedication  following  the  1 1  o'clock  worship  service  Sunday  morning,  August  29,  2004. ''^ 

What  Next? 

In  the  last  several  years  since  any  major  construction,  God  has  continued  to  bless 
Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  with  dedicated  leaders,  faithful  members,  and  enthusiastic 
newcomers.  Growth,  however  welcome,  brings  the  continuing  task  of  finding  enough  space 
for  people  and  programs  and  for  storage  of  equipment. 

Following  a  detailed  study  by  an  ad  hoc  facilities  committee,  in  October  2003  the 
church  charged  a  new  building  committee,  chaired  by  Tracy  Gregory,  to  develop  a  preliminary 
plan  for  additional  space.  After  much  work  by  the  committee,  intense  deliberation  and 
discussion  by  church  members,  and  some  alterations  to  the  first  plan,  the  church  voted  to 
accept  the  conceptual  design  presented  by  the  committee  and  to  proceed  with  the  design 
phase. 
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Also,  the  church  voted  to  contract  with  the  company  Resource  Services,  Inc.  to  lead  in 
a  capital  campaign  to  finance  building,  to  secure  a  short-term  loan  to  pay  for  the  design  phase 
and  consultant  fees,  and  to  elect  a  building  construction  committee  to  be  chaired  by  Tim 
Carr.'*"  The  new  committee  worked  quickly  to  launch  the  Foundations  for  the  Future  fund- 
raising  campaign,  and  by  the  end  of  2005,  members  of  the  congregation  had  pledged  more 
than  $1,710,768  toward  the  cost  of  the  new  construction. 

As  planning  continues  and  building  takes  place,  may  God  be  the  One  who  directs  all 
decisions  and  actions  of  this  body  of  worshipers.  As  Dr.  Randy  Sherron  wrote  in  the  April 
5,  2005,  issue  of  The  Enabler,  "We're  off  and  running.  Pray  that  God's  gracious  goodness 
will  follow  us  each  step  of  the  way."^^ 
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Groundbreaking  for  the  sanctuary,  1977. 

Gray  Boswell,  Ray  Camp,  Billy  Caldwell,  Fred  Haynie,  Jerry 
Harris,  John  Rice,  Luther  Brewer,  Katherine  Kimbrell,  Mary 
Hudson  Jones,  Jay  Martin,  Bryce  Jones,  Gerri  Ritter, 
Charles  Tucker,  Fred  Mangum,  Beth  Scalf,  Robert  Mullinax, 
Dick  Ladd,  Gloria  Armour,  and  Ed  Floyd. 


Interior  of  the  sanctuary 


Groundbreaking  for  the  education  building,  1989. 
Pat  Hudson,  Ed  Floyd,  Gray  Boswell,  Dave  Thomas, 
DaM  Owen,  Ralph  Means,  Wilma  Caldwell,  and 
Katherine  Kimbrell. 


Fellowship  hall  and  education  building. 


Note  burning  for  sanctuary  debt,  February  2,  1992. 
Bob  Powell,  Fred  Mangum,  Luther  Brewer. 


5.  Education 


The  aim  of  education  is  the  knowledge  not  of facts  but  of  values. 

William  Ralph  Inge 

Education  is  the  very  backbone  of  GFBC.  Most  church  events  include  some  form  of 
learning.  However,  this  section  focuses  on  major  educational  organizations  and  profiles  the 
church's  ministers  of  education. 

Sunday  School 

The  mission  that  became  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  held  its  first  Sunday  School 
on  March  1 1,  1962,  at  Gary  Elementary  School.  Earlier,  in  an  organizational  meeting,  the 
group  had  chosen  Richard  "Dick"  Ladd  as  the  first  Sunday  School  superintendent,  Leo 
Pegram  as  the  first  secretary,  and  Sarah  Mears  as  the  first  nursery  coordinator.  In 
reminiscing  about  the  early  years,  Dick  said  that  helping  to  start  the  mission  and  later  the 
church  were  two  projects  that  remained  especially  meaningfiil  to  him.  He  added,  "Everybody 
had  to  do  everything.  I  had  no  trouble  getting  teachers  and  other  helpers.  People  volunteered 
and  were  very  cooperative."*^^ 

Leo  Pegram  said  that  he  wondered  whether  the  group  had  organized  well  enough  for 
the  very  first  day  of  Sunday  School,  but  the  beginning  went  far  better  than  he  had  expected. 
"Of  course,  we  did  have  to  make  some  changes  as  we  went  along,"  he  added.  Leo 
commented  that  those  people  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  who  became  part  of  the  mission 
were  knowledgeable  and  seemed  to  know  what  to  do:  "We  had  good  teachers  and  everybody 
was  willing  to  help."  Leo  compared  the  people's  involvement  in  Sunday  School  to  the 
willingness  of  the  men  to  take  part  in  their  first  softball  game.  "In  order  to  play  other 
churches,"  Leo  said,  "everyone  who  could  walk  had  to  play.'"'' 

Sarah  Mears  remembered  that  she  and  the  nursery  workers  scrubbed  the  floors  of  two 
rooms  in  preparation  for  the  first  Sunday  School  nursery.  She  said,  "We  had  about  20 
children  in  all,  but  they  were  all  on  their  feet.  We  didn't  even  have  a  crib  to  start  with,  but 
later  on  we  had  one."*^**  Funds  were  short,  but  Sarah  said  that  her  husband  told  her  that  he 
would  provide  the  means  to  purchase  whatever  she  needed  for  the  nursery.  She  remembered 
buying  shelves  and  other  items. 

The  mission,  and  the  church  after  chartering,  used  literature  provided  by  the  Sunday 
School  Board  of  the  SBC  and  formed  classes  according  to  the  Convention's  guidelines.  By 
grouping  several  ages  together,  the  early  members  were  divided  into  one  of  the  following 
groups:  nursery,  children,  juniors,  intermediates,  young  people,  or  adults.  At  first  the 
mission  needed  only  two  adult  classes,  one  men's  class  and  one  women's  class.  Soon 
membership  grew,  so  the  church  provided  for  two  men's  classes  and  two  women's  classes. 
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with  age  determining  to  which  class  a  member  belonged.  When  adults  aged  out  of  one  class, 
they  moved  up  to  the  next  one  on  promotion  day. 

In  1962  a  small  increase  in  Gary's  population  contributed  to  Greenwood  Forest's 
growth.  Well-prepared  and  committed  Sunday  School  teachers,  as  well  as  caring  members, 
played  a  large  part  in  attracting  newcomers.  Sunday  School  enrollment  reached  221  in  the 
church  year  1962-1963^^  and  grewto  31 1  the  next  church  year. Enrollment  almost  doubled 
in  four  years,  reaching  422  in  1966-1967.'°' 

The  members  continued  holding  services  at  Gary  Elementary  until  February  14, 1965, 
when  they  moved  into  their  own  building.  At  last  the  congregation  had  adequate  Sunday 
School  space  and  a  nursery  with  four  rooms.  Folding  metal  chairs  provided  seating  in  the 
adult  and  youth  Sunday  School  rooms  and  in  the  sanctuary.  Hollow  doors  with  legs  attached 
became  nursery  tables.  Small  chairs,  brightly  colored  and  economically  priced,  completed 
the  nursery  rooms  for  two-  and  three-year-old  children.  Donated  cribs  furnished  the  babies' 
room.  Purchased  chairs  and  tables  equipped  the  older  children's  rooms. 

In  the  early  years  the  Sunday  School  members  assembled  in  the  sanctuary  before  going 
to  classes.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent  held  a  short  program,  made  announcements, 
and  after  prayer  and  singing  a  hymn,  the  members  went  to  their  Sunday  School  rooms.  Later, 
to  allow  teachers  more  time  for  their  lessons,  the  church  eliminated  assembly,  and  the 
members  went  directly  to  their  classes. 

Greenwood  Forest's  Sunday  School  membership  grew  steadily.  In  a  business  meeting 
on  July  8,  1 984,  Dr.  Brewer  reported  that  the  nursery  was  "full  and  overflowing."  He  added 
that  the  church  might  need  to  start  another  men's  class  and  another  singles'  class.  Polly 
Jones,  Minister  of  Education  1984-1990,  stated  that  some  changes  in  rooms  might  be 
necessary  to  "alleviate  space  problems  as  groups  and  sizes  of  groups  change  in  Sunday 
School."' °'  Eventually,  the  church  made  room  for  other  adult  classes,  including  couples' 
classes,  a  college  class,  and  separate  classes  for  children  and  for  youth  at  each  grade  level. 
On  November  11,  1984,  Polly  started  another  singles'  class  for  those  over  25  years  of  age.  "'^ 
Gompletion  of  the  fourth  building  phase  in  1991  solved  the  Sunday  School's  space  problem, 
and  the  congregation  incorrectly  assumed  that  it  had  finished  its  final  building  program. 
Terry  Honeycutt,  Minister  of  Education  1990-1996,  reported  at  a  business  meeting  that  two 
adult  couples'  classes  (numbers  6  and  15)  and  the  class  for  crib  babies  were  the  fastest 
growing  groups  in  Sunday  School. '°''  Growth  continued  and  in  the  late  1990s  Greenwood 
Forest  Sunday  School  rooms  again  bulged  with  new  members.  Amanda  Atkin,  Minister  of 
Ghristian  Development  in  1997,  temporarily  solved  the  space  problem  by  moving  two  adult 
classes  into  the  fellowship  hall,  a  women's  class  into  an  unused  nursery  room,  and  one  of  the 
couples'  classes  into  the  media  center.  These  moves  allowed  more  space  in  crowded  classes 
but  did  not  alleviate  the  need  for  more  classrooms. 

Despite  growth  in  other  areas,  the  number  of  young  children  in  Sunday  School  began 
to  decrease.  In  1990  Greenwood  Forest  had  1 1 1  children  ages  birth  to  five  years. By  2004 
the  number  dropped  to  45.'"^ 
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In  2005  the  number  of  adult  Sunday  School  classes  increased  to  17  and  included  a 
Special  Studies  Class.  The  church  also  provided  a  Sunshine  Class  for  adults  with  special 
needs.  By  September  1,  2005,  Sunday  School  enrollment  reached  844. 

The  1990s  also  brought  a  change  in  Sunday  School  literature.  Some  classes  began 
using  quarterlies  prepared  by  Smyth  and  Helwys,  an  independent  publishing  company.  Other 
adult  classes  chose  to  design  their  own  programs  of  study.  Children's  classes  used  literature 
from  Cokesbury  Publishing  Company. 

Baptist  Training  Union/Church  Training  /Discipleship  Training 

Dallas  Tucker,  Sr.  served  as  the  first  Baptist  Training  Union  (BTU)  Director  at 
Greenwood  Forest.  An  individual  director  led  each  separate  group.  BTU  met  on  Sunday 
evenings  and  focused  on  educating  members  in  Baptist  doctrine,  church  history,  missions, 
and  evangelism.  Total  enrollment  reached  62  in  1963  with  groups  consisting  of  cradle  roll 
(home  ministry),  nursery,  beginners,  primaries,  juniors,  intermediates,  young  people  (single), 
young  people  (married),  and  adults.  The  church  used  quarterlies  published  by  the  Sunday 
School  board  of  the  SBC. 

In  the  church  year  1969-1970,  Baptists  changed  the  name  of  Baptist  Training  Union  to 
Church  Training,  but  the  program  remained  essentially  the  same.  Greenwood  Forest, 
however,  used  the  term  Christian  Training  rather  than  Church  Training.  Each  year  some 
evening  sessions  included  Bible  study  and  programs  on  family  dynamics.  In  January  1970 
at  an  evening  training  session,  the  church  sought  to  help  its  members  better  understand  the 
beliefs  and  cultures  of  others.  A  panel  of  five  persons  representing  the  Jewish  and  Catholic 
faiths  and  the  African  American  community  discussed  issues  important  to  human 
understanding.'"^  During  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December  1 975,  the  adults 
studied  world  religions.  Dr.  Luther  Copeland,  from  SEBTS,  spoke  on  the  Buddhist-Shinto 
religion.  Dr.  George  Braswell,  Professor  of  History  and  Missions  at  SEBTS,  spoke  on 
Islam,  the  Muslem  religion.  Rev.  Fredrick  Koch  explained  Catholicism.'"**  Members  of 
Greenwood  Forest  often  took  responsibility  for  the  programs.  Ray  Camp  led  a  study  on 
Roger  Williams  on  March  5,  1985,  and  Mary  George  Brewer  discussed  the  topic  of 
"Covenant  Marriage"  on  January  4,  1 989.'"''  Over  the  years  Mary  George  led  other  sessions 
on  marriage  enrichment  and  on  depression. 

In  1990  Christian  Training  gave  way  to  Discipleship  Training.  With  the  advent  of  the 
new  program,  churches  no  longer  used  quarterlies  but  selected  their  own  topics  for  Christian 
study.  Sometimes  held  on  Wednesday  evenings,  Discipleship  sessions  were  either  ongoing 
or  short  term.  Bible  study  still  remained  an  important  part  of  the  program.  Selected  topics 
used  in  training  sessions  in  March  and  April  1992  included  "Aging  Parents"  and  "Parenting 
Preschoolers."""  On  September  10  and  17,  1995,  Steve  Jolly,  Youth  Minister,  arranged  a 
workshop  for  parents  of  teens  that  promoted  discussions  on  major  issues  relative  to  teens' 
lives  and  faith.'"  In  October  and  November  Dr.  George  Braswell  again  visited  Greenwood 
Forest  to  lead  a  seminar  on  Islam  and  Other  World  Religions."-  Still  others  sought  to 
educate  the  congregation  on  topics  concerning  Baptists'  heritage.  Dr.  Brewer  sometimes 
used  The  Enabler  as  a  forum  for  educating  the  members  on  important  issues.  He  wrote 
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on  religious  freedom  in  The  Enabler  on  July  3,  1996.  In  December  1997  Ray  Camp  held 
sessions  on  Wednesday  evenings  that  focused  on  Baptist  Roots." ^ 

Dr.  Sherron  assumed  the  pastorate  of  GFBC  in  2001  and  began  teaching  Bible  study 
classes  as  a  part  of  Discipleship  Training  for  adults.  His  presentations  followed  a  theme 
chosen  by  the  staff.  Amanda  Atkin,  then  Associate  Pastor,  arranged  Discipleship  Training 
sessions  for  adults  in  2004  including  speakers  from  Hospice  who  discussed  health  care  power 
of  attorney,  caring  for  the  terminally  ill,  and  dealing  with  grief,  all  within  a  Christian  context. 

Amanda  said  that  Discipleship  Training  for  youth  focused  more  on  teens  and  their  lives 
than  did  Christian  Training.  Discipleship  Training  looked  at  real  life  situations  and  applied 
Scripture  and  Biblical  principles  to  the  situations."'* 

Vacation  Bible  School 

Vacation  Bible  School  (VBS)  presented  the  opportunity  for  volunteer  workers  to 
immerse  children  in  grades  three  through  six  in  the  study  of  Scripture  and  for  leaming  about 
God's  love  and  continued  presence  in  their  lives.  The  church  not  only  sought  to  teach  the 
members'  children  but  also  reached  out  to  all  children  in  the  community,  especially  to  those 
who  did  not  attend  church.  Greenwood  Forest  held  its  first  VBS  in  the  summer  of  1965 
with  Betty  Self  serving  as  director,  hi  the  beginning  the  program  lasted  five  mornings  from 
9:00-12:00  A.M.  with  an  evening  set  aside  for  parents  to  attend  and  to  observe  their 
children's  projects.  Every  morning  two  children  were  chosen  to  be  flag  bearers.  Before 
going  to  their  classes,  the  children  marched  into  the  sanctuary  where  they  sang,  prayed,  and 
saluted  both  the  Christian  flag  and  the  United  States  flag.  The  class  schedule  included  time 
for  a  Bible  story,  music,  refreshments,  crafts,  and  recreation.  Each  day  the  children  brought 
their  coins  to  put  in  the  collection  plate  to  support  a  worthy  cause. 

The  total  enrollment  for  Greenwood  Forest's  first  VBS  in  1965  was  133  when  the 
Church  membership  was  only  157  persons.  This  demonstrated  that  young  families 
comprised  a  large  part  of  the  congregation.  VBS  enrollment  in  June  of  1968  was  223  with 
average  attendance  of  200."^  In  1985  Polly  Jones,  Minister  of  Education,  reported  VBS 
enrollment  totaled  226  with  an  average  attendance  of  209.  Twenty-seven  children  were  not 
"fully  churched,"  she  said,  and  she  planned  to  make  contact  with  those  families."^ 

Changes  took  place  in  VBS  in  1993.  The  church  continued  to  hold  the  program  in  the 
summer,  usually  in  July,  but  instead  of  mornings,  the  workers  switched  to  an  evening 
schedule,  6:30  to  8:30.  The  teachers  used  the  Market  Place  theme  and  made  the  experience 
more  real  for  the  children  by  preparing  the  rooms  to  be  consistent  with  the  "first  century 
setting.""^  They  used  the  Mar^e/P/ace  theme  again  in  1994  and  1998.  The  purpose  was  to 
create  an  environment  that  would  transport  the  children  back  to  Biblical  times  and  to  involve 
them  in  "leaming  about  Jesus—his  teachings  and  his  life.""^  In  1998  the  children  dressed  in 
costumes  similar  to  those  worn  in  Biblical  days.  Adult  leaders,  also  dressed  for  the  period, 
showed  the  children  how  to  make  bricks,  ropes,  and  sandals."^  A  westem  theme.  The  Good 
News  Stampede,  complete  with  props  of  saddles,  bridles,  and  bales  of  hay,  greeted  the 
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children  in  1997.  Other  VBS  themes  included  Welcome  to  Camp  Courageous  and  Treasure 
Hunt  Bible  Adventure 

In  1997  the  children  participated  in  two  mission  projects.  They  collected  890  pounds 
of  canned  goods  for  the  Christian  Community  in  Action  and  gave  $125  to  "A  Growing 
Place,"  a  school  for  homeless  children.'^"  hi  2004  the  Vacation  Bible  School  children 
collected  $1,750  for  the  "Pure  Water,  Pure  Love"  project  sponsored  by  the  WMU.  The 
money  helped  provide  water  purifiers  for  missionary  families  who  serve  in  some  of  the  most 
disease-ridden  areas  of  the  world  where  the  water  is  not  safe  to  drink. '  ^ '  hi  2005  the  children 
gave  funds  to  the  Baptist  Children's  Centre  in  Kenya. 

In  2004  VBS  underwent  another  change.  The  church  switched  to  a  weekend  Bible 
School  that  was  held  on  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  with  Sunday  being  family 
day.  Amanda  Atkin,  Associate  Pastor,  said  scheduling  Bible  School  on  the  weekend  meant 
a  drop  in  attendance,  but  the  change  was  necessary  in  order  to  acquire  adult  leaders.  In  2004 
attendance  for  children  and  workers  dropped  to  1 50  with  more  than  65  children  participating. 
The  next  year  the  program  was  planned  around  a  safari  theme,  Kingdom  of  the  Son.  April 
Walker,  Minister  to  Youth  and  Children,  said  the  end  of  the  school  year  party  for 
preschoolers  and  children  would  include  a  "barefoot  hike  through  the  safari  to  see  what's  in 
store  for  them  at  VBS."'"  This  extra  effort  to  interest  more  children  helped  to  increase 
attendance  in  2005.  More  than  eighty  children  attended  VBS  from  June  16  to  19.'" 

The  Library/Media  Center 

The  church  library  opened  on  July  18,  1 97 1 .  It  was  located  in  the  two  tiny  rooms  that 
had  served  as  offices  for  the  pastor  and  the  secretary  before  the  addition  of  building  "B"  in 
late  1970.  The  library's  initial  holdings  consisted  of  100  books  that  were  gifts  from  Rev. 
Luther  Brewer,  church  families  and  friends,  and  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
SBC.  The  budget  for  the  1971-72  church  year  included  $100  for  books  and  supplies. 

Although  small,  the  new  library  was  centrally  located  and  convenient  for  families  going 
to  and  from  classes  and  the  temporary  sanctuary.  Gladys  Wells,  the  first  library  director, 
remembered  how  enthusiastic  the  young  children  were  as  they  checked  out  books:  "It 
seemed  that  they  had  discovered  a  treasure,"  she  said. '  ""^  Children  participated  in  book  clubs 
in  the  summers,  and  the  little  library  became  quite  crowded.  In  1974,  with  a  total  of  805 
books,  annual  circulation  reached  2,478. 

By  1977  the  library  budget,  which  had  expanded  each  year,  reached  $750.  The  staff 
bought  and  processed  books  and  added  audiovisual  materials  and  equipment.  The  GFBC 
Kindergarten  gave  a  movie  projector.  Church  members  gave  books,  many  of  them  in 
memory  or  in  honor  of  loved  ones. 

Limited  funding  decreased  the  library  budget  during  the  building  of  the  church 
sanctuary.  Circulation  decreased  temporarily,  too.  The  completion  of  the  sanctuary  in  1978 
made  more  space  available  in  the  education  buildings,  and  in  the  spring  of  1979,  the  library 
moved  "up  the  hall"  to  a  much  larger  room  in  building  "B."  David  Camp,  a  church  member 
and  then  a  senior  at  Cary  High  School,  took  as  his  Eagle  Scout  project  the  relocation  and 
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renovation  of  the  original  shelving  from  the  first  rooms  into  the  new  space.  The  library  had 
room  to  add  shelving  and  additional  resources  for  church  teachers  and  families.  Staff  and 
patrons  thought  it  was  wonderful  "not  to  be  on  top  of  each  other"  anymore. 

In  keeping  with  current  terminology,  the  library  became  the  media  center  when  it 
moved  to  the  space  vacated  by  the  church  staff  members  in  1 99 1 .  As  they  made  plans,  the 
architects  had  accepted  suggestions  from  the  library  staff  Bill  Bilger  helped  staff  members 
design  the  arrangement  of  the  shelving,  display  area,  circulation  desk,  and  reading  area  for 
the  new  room.  A  large  conference  table  and  comfortable  chairs  made  an  ideal  place  for  small 
group  meetings  or  for  students  doing  homework.  Pictures  given  in  memory  of  Gloria 
Armour,  the  director  of  the  media  center  in  1 986  and  1 987,  added  to  the  pleasant  atmosphere 
for  those  who  wished  to  catch  up  on  their  reading.  The  children's  area,  with  appealing 
pictures,  low  tables  and  chairs,  and  easily  accessible  books  and  puzzles,  offered  an  inviting 
place  for  the  little  ones  and  their  parents. 

The  media  center  staff  served  the  membership  through  the  1990s  and  into  the  new 
century  by  providing  resources  for  teaching,  study,  inspiration,  and  relaxation.  Individuals 
and  Sunday  School  classes  continued  to  give  many  books  and  some  cassette  tapes  for 
memorials.  Members  checked  out  audiocassette  tapes  or  compact  discs  of  Sunday  worship 
services  as  well  as  videotapes  on  a  variety  of  subjects.  The  children's  videotapes  proved  to 
be  popular. 

Periodically  the  staff  prepared  bibliographies  of  materials  available  for  Sunday  School 
classes  and  Bible  studies.  They  also  distributed  copies  of  a  bibliography  of  resources  for 
coping  with  problems  of  health,  aging,  death,  and  grief 

When  Dr.  Luther  Brewer  retired,  he  gave  a  number  of  his  personal  books  to  the  media 
center.  They  were  placed  in  a  separate  collection  titled  "Luther  Brewer  Library."  Some  of 
these  books  are  by  well-known  theologians  and  may  be  considered  collectors'  items. 

The  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  Archives  are  located  in  the  media  center.  The 
archives  contain  church  records  from  the  time  of  chartering  in  1963.  The  church  historian 
and  archivist  has  sorted  and  categorized  many  items  so  that  the  information  they  contain  may 
be  available  and  easily  accessible  when  needed.  These  records  include: 

Deacons'  Minutes  Worship  Service  Bulletins  Pictures 

Business  Meeting  Minutes  Building  Program  Records  Slides 

Handbooks  Committee  Reports  Directories 

Newsletters  Personnel  Information  Scrapbooks 

The  scrapbooks  in  the  archives  were  initially  compiled  by  Peggy  Branch,  the  first  church 
historian. 

By  September  2005  the  media  center  had  accessioned  4,316  books,  42  pieces  of 
equipment,  90  audiocassette  tapes,  189  videocassettes,  and  24  audio  compact  discs.  The 
videocassette  recorders  and  the  data  projector  have  been  in  constant  use  by  different  groups 
in  the  church. 
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Since  its  beginning  the  media  center's  volunteer  staff  has  spent  many  hours  in 
selecting,  processing,  and  maintaining  materials  for  use  by  members.  Some  of  the  staff  were 
professionally  trained  librarians.  Others  took  advantage  of  training  offered  by  the  BSCNC 
or  other  church  agencies.  Wednesday  morning  has  always  been  "work  time,"  with  as  many 
as  eight  to  ten  staff  members  engaged  in  necessary  tasks.  Some  members  on  the  volunteer 
staff  help  only  with  circulation  on  Sunday  mornings  or  Wednesday  evenings  when  the  media 
center  is  open  for  extended  use.  The  2004-2005  Church  Handbook  listed  14  media  center 
volunteers. 

Dean  Ritter  Scholars 

The  Dean  Ritter  Scholarship  fund  was  established  in  1983  in  memory  of  the  son  of 
Gerry  and  Harold  Ritter.  Dean  Ritter  was  20  years  old  and  a  freshman  at  North  Carolina 
State  University  when  he  died  on  December  12,  1978. 

One  or  more  high  school  seniors  have  been  recognized  each  year  since— as  examples 
of  the  life  that  Dean  Ritter  lived— demonstrating  Christian  principles  in  the  activities  of  the 
church,  providing  leadership  in  the  Youth  Program,  and  pursuing  education  beyond  high 
school. 

Each  scholar  received  a  stipend  applied  to  the  cost  of  his  or  her  education  at  a  post- 
secondary  institution  of  higher  learning. 

Nancy  Floyd  Long  was  the  first  recipient  of  the  award.  She  and  the  other  Dean  Ritter 
Scholars  are  identified  on  a  plaque  in  the  sanctuary  narthex. 

Early  Guidance 

Before  1980  the  pastor  and  some  church  members  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
providing  guidance  for  families.  Members  were  living  in  an  increasingly  fast-paced  society 
where  some  of  the  changing  mores  of  the  60s,  70s,  and  80s  seemed  to  threaten  the  family  and 
spiritual  commitment.  Various  church  organizations  sponsored  programs  designed  to  educate 
members  and  aid  them  in  making  sound  Christian  choices.  One  of  the  early  programs  took 
place  on  November  11,  1970.'"^  The  WMU  and  Acteens  sponsored  panel  discussions  on 
Internal  Threats  in  Our  Society.  Dr.  Brewer  led  a  discussion  on  "Home  and  Church,"  Gerry 
Ritter,  school  principal,  led  a  discussion  on  "Schools,"  and  Scott  Thomas,  local  physician, 
led  a  discussion  on  being  "Medically  and  Physically  [Fit]."  On  May  14,  1980,  Dr.  Furman 
Hewitt  presided  over  a  seminar  for  parents  on  Sex  Education  in  the  Home.  Annually,  Dr. 
Brewer  led  classes  for  grades  four,  five,  and  six  on  Christian  discipleship,  the  meaning  of 
baptism,  and  church  membership.  Growth,  though,  made  apparent  the  need  for  additional 
education  staff. 

Ministers  of  Education 

Li  1980  the  church  became  financially  able  to  hire  a  minister  of  education.  Besides 
initiating  programs  for  adults  and  youth  this  staff  member's  responsibilities  included 
providing  programs  and  resources  for  children. 
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Sandra  Joy  Richardson,  1980-1984 

On  November  23,  1980,  the  church  hired  Sandra  Richardson  as  the  first  Minister  of 
Education.  She  began  work  in  January  1981.  After  completing  undergraduate  work  in 
Missouri,  Sandra  attended  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
Kent  School  of  Social  Work,  University  of  Louisville.  Sandra  also  attended  workshops  and 
audited  classes  relevant  to  her  degrees.  Some  of  her  experience  included  serving  as  a  Home 
Missionary,  Therapist/Director  of  Resources  for  Family  Growth,  and  Protective  Services 
Social  Worker.  She  also  led  workshops  on  parenting,  sexuality,  family  communication,  and 
religious  development  for  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Maryland. '^^  Sandra's  husband  Robert 
(Bob)  Richardson,  Jr.  served  as  a  professor  and  as  Director  of  Advanced  Professional  Studies 
at  SEBTS.  He  also  proved  to  be  an  asset  to  GFBC  by  sometimes  teaching  adult  study 
classes. 

hi  April  Sandra  wrote  in  The  Enabler  that  she  wanted  to  "offer  support  to  families 
throughout  the  year."''^  Along  with  her  other  responsibilities,  she  planned  sessions  for 
parents  on  "The  Changing  Face  of  the  Family,"  "Early  Adolescence,"  and  other  family  life 
topics.  She  also  scheduled  field  trips  for  grades  three,  four,  and  five.  On  one  of  these 
excursions,  the  children  went  to  the  soup  kitchen  at  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in 
Raleigh  where  they  became  aware  of  the  needs  of  the  homeless.  They  toured  the  sanctuary 
of  the  church  and  learned  about  Episcopal  worship.  On  another  day  the  children  attended 
Clemmons  Small  State  Park  at  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  where  they  played  water 
games. '  Further,  Sandra  initiated  numerous  Christian  education  classes  and  made  a  positive 
impact  on  education  at  Greenwood  Forest  before  resigning  on  February  15,  1984. 

Polly  B.  Jones,  1984-1990 

PollyJonesbecameMinisterofEducadonon  July  15, 1984.''''  No  church  records  show 
her  training  and  experience,  but  Dr.  Brewer  wrote  about  Polly  in  The  Enabler  on  July  15, 
1986,  stating  that  she  came  as  "a  seasoned  educator  from  Bull  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Savannah,  Georgia."' ^'^  Polly  and  her  husband  Joe  arrived  in  Cary  during  a  period  of  rapid 
church  growth.  She  set  out  at  once  to  find  space  for  an  expanding  Sunday  School  enrollment 
and  to  begin  programs  vital  to  education.  Dr.  Brewer  spoke  of  his  own  "excitement  over 
programs  and  growth  in  church."'^'  One  aspect  of  Polly's  early  programs  in  Christian 
Training  involved  arranging  for  the  adults  to  view  the  film  Bonhoeffer:  A  Life  of  Challenge. 
After  the  film  and  for  the  next  two  Sunday  evenings,  the  group  discussed  Christian 
discipleship  by  "incorporating  some  of  Bonhoeffer' s  thoughts  expressed  in  the  film."'^^  hi 
1988  Polly  made  plans  to  better  coordinate  Sunday  School  outreach.'"  She  also  planned  a 
skating  party  and  other  activities  for  the  children. 

In  his  evaluation  of  Polly,  Dr.  Brewer  described  her  as  "mature  in  relationships, 
positive  about  her  role  and  committed  to  Christ.  She  values  other  people  and  sees  meaning 
and  purpose  in  her  work."'^"*  Polly  served  Greenwood  Forest  well  until  her  resignation  took 
effect  on  February  11,  1990.'^^ 
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Terry  Lynn  Huneycutt,  1990-1996 

Terry  Huneycutt  became  Minister  of  Education  at  GFBC  in  September  1990.  She 
graduated  from  Campbell  University,  Buies  Creek,  North  Carolina,  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  Religion  in  1981,  and  in  1984  she  received  a  Master  of  Arts  in  Religious 
Education  from  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Before 
coming  to  Greenwood  Forest,  Terry  served  as  Minister  of  Youth  and  Children  at  Eastway 
Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  While  at  Charlotte  she  served  as  chairperson 
of  the  Associational  Singles'  Council  and  the  Youth  Ministers'  Fellowship. '^^ 

Right  away,  Terry  set  a  goal  for  the  church  to  enroll  91  new  Sunday  School  members 
in  1991.  Although  the  congregation  did  not  meet  the  goal,  it  did  add  86  new  members.'" 
Terry's  influence  reached  into  all  areas  of  education  at  GFBC.  She  worked  with  the  music 
committee  to  develop  its  music  ministry  philosophy  and  to  establish  short-  and  long-term 
goals. She  took  the  children  grades  one  through  six  on  a  tour  of  Old  Salem.  Terry  also 
enjoyed  spending  time  with  the  older  adults  and  drove  the  bus  when  they  visited  Fort 
Caswell,  North  Carolina;  Williamsburg,  Virginia;  and  other  points  of  interest. 

While  serving  at  Greenwood  Forest,  Terry  received  several  honors.  In  1992  she  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  National  Organization  of  Southern  Baptist  Women  in 
Ministry.'^''  When  Terry  assumed  the  office  of  president  of  this  group  in  1993,  the  church 
honored  her  with  a  resolution  expressing  its  pride  in  her  achievement.''^"  On  August  22, 
1993,  she  was  ordained  at  GFBC  in  the  1 1:00  morning  worship  service  and  the  church 
celebrated  this  event  with  a  covered  dish  luncheon.''"  After  Terry  resigned  in  February 
1996,''*'^  the  congregation  missed  her  and  also  missed  seeing  her  wear  the  unique  hats  that 
were  her  trademark. 

MaryHobbs  Snodgrass,  1996-1997 

Beginning  on  June  10,  1996,  Mary  Snodgrass  served  as  Interim  Minister  of  Education 
at  GFBC.  In  1981  she  received  an  undergraduate  degree  in  Music  Education  from  the 
University  of  South  Alabama,  in  Mobile,  and  a  Master  of  Religious  Education  from  SEBTS, 
Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina.  She  had  served  as  Minister  of  Music  and  Education  at 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  before  that  as  Director  of  Adult 
Education  and  Denominational  Relations  and  as  Assistant  Professor  of  Religious  Studies, 
Judson  College,  Marion,  Alabama.  Mary  served  Greenwood  Forest  for  ten  months. '''^ 

C.  Amanda  Atkin,  1997- 

Amanda  Atkin  accepted  the  call  as  Minister  of  Christian  Development  at  GFBC  and 
began  work  May  16,  1997.  She  and  her  husband  Douglas  Brown  moved  to  Cary  in  the 
spring  of  that  year.  Amanda  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  history  from  Davidson 
College,  Davidson,  North  Carolina,  in  1992  and  a  Master  of  Divmity  degree  from  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond,  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  May  1995.  Her  experience 
included  serving  as  a  crisis  counselor  for  The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association, 
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Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1992  and  1993.  She  also  served  first  as  Minister  to  Senior  Adults 
and  later  as  Associate  Minister  and  Minister  of  Education  at  Walnut  Hill  Baptist  Church  at 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  from  1993  to  1995."' 

Amanda  diligently  fulfilled  the  responsibilities  of  Minister  of  Christian  Development. 
She  planned  and  initiated  innovative  programs  for  all  age  groups.  One  among  many  helpful 
events  that  she  planned  included  arranging,  on  three  consecutive  Sundays,  for  members  of 
Hospice  to  speak  to  the  adults.  Her  leadership  was  strongly  felt  in  the  area  of  missions.  She 
helped  plan  and  participated  with  groups  as  they  worked  on  numerous  missions  projects  such 
as  traveling  to  Las  Margaritas,  Cuba.  Among  her  many  other  projects  were  trips  to  aid  flood 
victims  and  victims  of  other  natural  disasters.  At  home  Amanda  helped  with  building  a 
Habitat  house  and  with  other  local  missions  projects.  She  also  worked  with  children  grades 
three,  four,  and  five.  On  July  27-29,  2001,  Amanda  planned  the  trip  and  traveled  with  the 
children  to  a  retreat  at  Blowing  Rock,  North  Carolina.  The  retreat  became  an  annual  event. 
On  July  31  she  went  with  the  children  to  Morehead  Planetarium,  Chapel  Hill,  North 
Carolina. 

In  September  2004  Greenwood  Forest  combined  the  duties  of  the  Minister  of  Christian 
Development  and  that  of  Associate  Pastor,  with  the  exception  that  activities  for  children 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  Minister  to  Youth  and  Children.  Amanda  accepted  the 
added  duties  under  the  title  of  Associate  Pastor. 

Greenwood  Forest  has  been  fortunate  to  have  Ministers  of  Education  of  high  quality. 
The  Ministers  have  worked  hard  to  provide  leadership  and  instruction  to  benefit  the 
members. 
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6.  Missions 


So  then,  my  dear  brothers,  stand  firm  and  steady.  Keep  busy  always  in 
your  work  for  the  Lord,  since  you  know  that  nothing 
you  do  in  the  Lord's  service  is  ever  useless. 

Corinthians  15:58  (TEV) 

Getting  Started 

Jesus  exemplified  love  and  compassion  for  others  during  His  ministry  on  earth.  He 
reached  out  in  selfless  service  to  heal  broken  lives  and  to  bring  the  Good  News  of  salvation. 
Greenwood  Forest  has  sought  to  follow  His  example  by  sharing  the  gospel  with  those  whose 
hearts  are  hungry  for  God's  word  and  by  helping  neighbors  near  and  far  with  physical  needs 
as  well. 

In  1 963,  its  first  year  of  existence,  GFBC 's  small  group  of  members  contributed  $  1 ,076 
to  missions  through  the  Cooperative  Program  of  the  SBC  and  through  the  RBA.''"'  In 
addition,  realizing  the  urgency  of  needs  in  the  immediate  community,  the  church  gave  $30.00 
to  the  Cary  Unified  Church  Christmas  Basket  Fund,  and  its  members  helped  distribute  food 
to  famihes  in  need.'^^ 

The  men  and  women  of  the  congregation  organized  structured  missions  programs  for 
different  age  groups  in  1964.  Their  purposes  were  to  teach  about  missions  and  lead  persons 
to  participate  in  missions.  The  church  named  Clyde  Davis  as  Brotherhood  president,  but  no 
record  shows  initial  Brotherhood  enrollment.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU),  with 
Peggy  Branch  as  leader,  enrolled  15  women.''*'^  hi  the  following  months,  1 1  boys  joined  the 
Royal  Ambassadors  (RAs)  and  1 1  girls  joined  the  Girls'  Auxiliary  (GAs).  Church  leaders 
later  established  age-specific  groups  and  added  Baptist  Young  Women  (BYW),  Young 
Woman's  Auxiliary  (YWA),  Baptist  Young  Men  (BYM),  Acteens,  and  Sunbeams  (called 
Mission  Friends  after  1970). 

The  groups  observed  regular  meeting  times  and  used  traditional  Southern  Baptist 
literature  with  information  about  missions  and  missionaries  in  this  country  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  world.  Participants  studied  about  missions,  prayed  for  missions,  and  gave  their  time 
and  money  to  missions.  The  missions  organizations  and  the  church  as  a  whole  routinely 
supported  SBC  Foreign  Missions  through  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  offering  and  SBC 
Home  Missions  through  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  offering.  Other  offerings,  given  at 
designated  times  through  the  year,  went  to  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Children's  Homes,  the 
Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston-Salem,  the  Baptist  Retirement  Homes,  and  to  Christian 
education. 
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Being  Challenged 


In  the  winter  of  1967,  Dr.  Luther  Copeland,  Professor  of  Missions  at  SEBTS,  Wake 
Forest,  North  Carolina,  spoke  to  the  Brotherhood,  WMU,  and  other  church  members.  He 
used  the  theme  Missions  Teachings  ofJesus}'^'^  During  the  years  that  followed,  many  other 
dedicated  teachers,  missionaries,  and  Christian  workers  came  to  enlighten  the  congregation 
concerning  missions  needs  and  to  challenge  members  to  be  involved. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  laypersons  who  spoke  for  missions  in  the  early  days 
of  the  church  included: 

Dr.  Nathan  Brooks,  Director  of  Church  Programs,  BSCNC 

Dr.  Maurice  G.  Cook,  agricultural  missionary  to  West  Bangalore,  India 

Dr.  Roger  Crook,  Chairperson  of  the  Department  of  Religion  and  Philosophy 

at  Meredith  College,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 

Bill*  and  Judy  Davis,  missionaries  to  Bolivia 

Dr.  William  McElrath,  missionary  to  Indonesia 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Moorehead,  missionaries  to  the  Philippines 

Dr.  Timothy  C.  Pennell,  medical  consultant,  Foreign  Mission  Board,  SBC 

Rev.  John  Poe,  missionary  to  Africa  and  Brazil 

Sam  Noka,  native  of  Nigeria 

Dr.  Cecil  A.  Ray,  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  BSCNC 

Bud  Spencer,  missionary  to  Okinawa 

*charter  member  of  GFBC 

Each  of  these,  as  well  as  other  visiting  speakers,  gave  stirring  accounts  of  the  spiritual  hunger 
and  physical  suffering  of  people  in  various  parts  of  the  world  and  encouraged  GFBC 
members  to  "be  missionaries"  through  praying,  studying,  giving,  and  doing. 

Reaching  Out 

Realizing  that  many  families  moving  into  the  community  had  no  church  affiliations, 
Greenwood  Forest  collaborated  with  other  area  churches  in  a  telephone  census  in  1966  and 
began  a  visitation  program. GFBC  membership  increased  that  year  by  48  as  several 
families  found  a  place  for  worship,  study,  and  Christian  fellowship.  Later  visitation 
emphases  brought  similar  results. 

Led  by  the  WMU,  church  members  participated  in  collecting  and  delivering  Christmas 
gifts  to  patients  at  Dorothea  Dix  Hospital  in  Raleigh.'^'   Sunbeams,  RAs,  and  GAs  helped 
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collect  food  for  the  White  Christmas  drive  as  early  as  1967.  In  later  years  these  groups  made 
Christmas  cards  and  crafts  to  share  with  boys  and  girls  in  need  and  helped  with  various 
church-wide  efforts  to  provide  necessities  of  life  and  moments  of  joy  for  both  adults  and 
children. 

Church  members  gave  funds  and  other  resources  to  help  individuals  and  churches  in 
the  immediate  area  and  also  gave  assistance  to  churches  in  other  states.  One  call  for  aid 
came  from  the  state  of  New  York  in  1968:  three  pioneer  Baptist  churches  were  struggling 
financially  to  survive  in  an  area  that  needed  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  GFBC  gave  a  love 
offering.'" 

Entering  the  fight  against  illiteracy,  some  members  took  advantage  of  a  Laubach 
Literacy  workshop  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Cary '  and  followed  through  with 
the  ministry  of  helping  adults  learn  to  read.  Also,  the  women  of  the  church  established  a 
clothes  closet  to  stockpile  clothing  for  families  in  need.'^"* 

In  the  spring  of  1969,  Greenwood  Forest  responded  to  a  local  tragedy  by  collecting 
clothing  and  household  items  for  a  family  whose  home  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  September 
members  met  a  challenge  to  give  generously  to  the  State  Missions  offering.  All  funds  above 
the  state  goal  of  $250,000  went  to  Mississippi  Baptists  for  victims  of  Hurricane  Camille.'  ^^ 

Expanding  Opportunities 

Opportunities  for  ministry  expanded  in  the  1970s.  The  church  furnished  space 
temporarily  for  the  Tammy  Lynn  Child  Development  Center  which  opened  in  March  1972 
with  ten  children  enrolled.  The  program,  designed  to  care  for  developmentally  challenged 
children,  operated  at  GFBC  for  several  months  and  gave  a  place  of  service  for  church 
members  who  wished  to  help  with  activities. '^^ 

The  Christian  Community  in  Action  (CCA),  a  new  outreach  organization  comprised 
of  members  from  different  churches  in  Cary,  called  for  volunteers.  Members  of  Greenwood 
Forest  assisted  in  teaching  underprivileged  children  in  the  CCA  kindergarten,  in  transporting 
children,  and  in  helping  in  the  Dorcas  Shop  (thrift  store)  when  it  opened  in  February  1 972. 
The  church  gave  funds  to  support  CCA  work  and  in  1973  made  space  available  in  the 
education  building  for  the  CCA  kindergarten  for  four-year-old  children.'" 

Rev.  Luther  Brewer  served  as  visiting  missionary  to  Grand  Turk  Island,  British  West 
Indies,  in  March  1972.  Sponsored  by  the  Jamaican  Baptist  Union  and  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  of  the  SBC,  he  preached  each  night  during  his  stay  to  50  or  more  people  gathered  in 
the  small  wooden  structure  that  served  as  a  community  building.  According  to  Rev.  Brewer 
the  islanders  were  cordial  but  not  openly  responsive  to  the  gospel  message.  He  said,  "Even 
though  the  island  had  electricity,  most  of  the  inhabitants  lived  in  primitive  conditions.  The 
best  house  on  the  island,  the  missionary's  house,  was  a  concrete  block  structure  built  on  a 
concrete  slab.  The  poorest  people,  the  Haitian  immigrants,  lived  in  houses  made  of 
corrugated  cardboard."' In  response  to  the  poverty  which  the  pastor  described,  GFBC 
members  collected  gifts  of  clothing  and  other  items  and  sent  Christmas  boxes  for  the 
missionaries  to  distribute  to  those  in  need.'^*^ 
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During  the  World  Missions  Week  conference  in  April  1 976,  Greenwood  Forest  church 
members  had  the  opportunity  of  listening  to  several  speakers  who  served  as  missionaries  in 
various  parts  of  the  world  or  as  representatives  of  the  BSCNC.  Those  who  spoke  at  the 
conference  at  GFBC,  April  4-9,  were:"^*' 


Mrs.  Beverly  Allen 

US-2  missionary  in  Crystal  Lake,  Illinois 

ivcv.  nuwaiuj.  ruiQ 

Rev.  Norman  L.  Harrell 

missionary  in  Porto,  Portugal 

Rev.  Ralph  W.  Harrell 

missionary  in  Nairobi,  Kenya 

Rev.  Michael  J.  Ledbetter 

missionary  in  Guadalajara,  Mexico 

Dr.  Ernest  W.  Upchurch 

BSCNC 

Mrs.  Carolyn  York  Sellers 

Baptist  Home  and  Adoption  Center, 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  retired 

As  a  result  of  this  missions  emphasis,  church  members  became  more  aware  of  the  pressing 
needs  of  the  mission  fields  and  responded  with  offerings  for  both  Home  Missions  and  World 
Missions. 

One  of  the  most  significant  opportunities  for  ministry  by  Greenwood  Forest  members 
during  the  1970s  involved  helping  Ngoc  (Nga)  Nguyen.  Ngoc,  an  employee  of  the  United 
States  Embassy  in  South  Vietnam,  barely  escaped  from  his  native  country  with  his  life  after 
the  Communists  took  over.  Leaving  his  wife  and  children  behind,  he  made  his  way  to  the 
United  States  with  the  help  of  Dr.  Randall  Lolley  who,  while  visiting  American  troops,  had 
met  Ngoc  some  years  earlier.  Ngoc  felt  a  call  to  Christian  ministry,  and  the  church  helped 
support  him  while  he  attended  SEBTS  in  1975  and  1976.  He  served  as  a  chaplain  at  Ft. 
Bragg,  North  Carolina,  for  a  few  months.  In  May  1976  Ngoc  received  his  license  to  preach 
the  gospel.'^'  Following  a  brief  stay  at  Southeastern  Seminary,  Ngoc  went  to  California 
where  he  completed  his  undergraduate  work,  received  a  degree  from  Golden  Gate  Seminary, 
San  Francisco,  California,  and  became  pastor  of  a  Vietnamese  church  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area.  He  moved  to  Haywood,  California,  several  years  later  to  start  a  new  church.  In  1986 
Ngoc  called  Dr.  Brewer  to  say  that  after  twelve  years  his  family  had  joined  him  in  California. 
Ngoc  said,  "This  is  an  answer  to  prayers  and  God  is  so  good!""'' 

Emerging  Patterns 

Groups  within  the  church  developed  their  own  patterns  of  missions  emphases  and 
outreach.  Some  Sunday  School  classes  "adopted"  needy  families  and  helped  them  with  gifts 
of  food  and  clothing.  The  Brotherhood  and  the  older  RAs  began  helping  with  the  Society 
of  St.  Andrews'  gleaning  ministry.  The  volunteers  helped  feed  North  Carolina's  hungry 
people  by  salvaging  potatoes  and  other  produce  left  in  the  fields  by  harvesters.  The  men  and 
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boys  of  the  church  also  chopped  and  deHvered  firewood  to  warm  those  who  were  cold.  The 
WMU  formed  Bible  study  groups  and  prayer  groups,  made  smocks  for  the  CCA  kindergarten 
children,  and  assisted  with  CCA  kindergarten  breakfasts.  The  church  included  funds  for  the 
CCA  in  the  annual  budget. '^^  Members  gave  aid  to  victims  of  fires,  floods,  tornadoes,  and 
devastating  illnesses.  The  Acteens  offered  baby  sitting  and  leaf  raking  services,  and  the  G  As 
collected  gifts  for  impoverished  people  and  sick  children.  Brotherhood-WMU  breakfasts, 
father-son  breakfasts,  and  mother-daughter  banquets  became  usual  happenings  in  the  life  of 
the  church.  These,  along  with  at  least  one  or  two  mother-son  and  father-daughter  get- 
togethers,  united  whole  families  in  missions  projects. 

Youth  Involvement  in  Missions 

Encouraged  by  strong  leadership,  an  active  youth  group  evolved  in  the  1970s  and 
responded  to  many  challenges  for  Christian  service.  The  young  people  organized  a 
summertime  Mother's  Day  Out  program  which  offered  short  periods  of  child  care  to  help 
busy  mothers.  The  youth  participated  in  pet  washes,  car  washes,  and  bake  sales  to  raise 
money  for  missions  and  to  finance  missions  trips.  They  collected  money  for  UNICEF  to  help 
underprivileged  children  and  sponsored  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  auctions  to  raise  funds  for 
foreign  missions. 

Missions  activities  took  some  GFBC  young  people,  still  in  high  school  or  in  college, 
miles  away  from  home.  During  the  summer  of  1 977,  Debbie  Rice  Clark  worked  in  Bismarck, 
North  Dakota,  for  ten  weeks  as  a  summer  missionary.'^''  The  following  summer  the  youth 
participated  in  a  missions  adventure  at  the  Cherokee  hidian  Reservation  in  Cherokee,  North 
Carolina,  where  they  held  backyard  Bible  club  sessions  for  children  and  presented  choral 
performances.'^^ 

Joy  Haynie  Ayscue  spent  the  summers  of  1 978  and  1 979  in  work  at  Samarkand  Manor 
Youth  Development  Center,  Eagle  Springs,  North  Carolina.  Partnering  with  other  college 
students,  she  helped  supervise  recreational  activities,  participated  in  one-on-one 
conversations  with  the  young  people,  and  helped  with  Sunday  services.  She  said,  "This 
experience  was  so  rewarding—probably  one  of  the  most  important  things  I  have  ever  done. 
I  felt  I  made  a  difference.'"'' 

hi  1979  Greenwood  Forest  sent  Janet  Harris  Surrett  and  Karen  Reinert  Helm  to  the 
National  Acteen  Convention  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri."^  This  was  the  third  national 
conference  for  Acteens,  and  Janet  and  Karen  were  the  first  to  go  from  GFBC.  Janet  said: 

The  experience  was  wonderful  from  start  to  finish.  We  were  a  part  of  a  large 
group  traveling  from  North  Carolina  to  Kansas  City  on  a  bus.  Carolyn 
Hopkins  [member  of  the  WMU  staff  of  the  BSCNC]  was  our  fearless  leader 
and  in  charge  of  North  Carolina  Acteens.  .  .  .  The  convention  itself  was 
inspiring  and  a  lot  of  fun.  I  remember  great  speakers,  wonderful  music,  and 
lots  of  excitement."* 
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Acteens  from  GFBC  continued  to  attend  conventions  in  subsequent  years  and  developed 
projects  to  raise  funds  for  their  trips. 

Giving  Refuge 

Early  in  1980  the  GFBC  Brotherhood  received  information  about  two  Vietnamese 
refugees  who  desperately  needed  help  in  finding  a  place  to  live  and  work.  Led  by  the 
Brotherhood,  the  church  decided  to  sponsor  the  two,  and  members  made  necessary 
preparations.  They  set  up  a  reftigee  fund,  secured  a  mobile  home,  provided  household 
furnishings,  and  secured  employment  for  the  young  men.  A  few  members  attended  an  ESL 
(English  as  a  Second  Language)  workshop  to  be  ready  to  help  them  with  communications 
skills. 

Can  Nguyen  and  Cap  Nguyen  arrived  at  the  Raleigh-Durham  Airport  on  Thursday,  July 
31,  1980.  Their  only  possessions  were  the  clothes  on  their  backs  and  what  they  carried  in 
their  hands.  Can,  thirty  years  of  age  and  a  former  naval  officer,  served  as  captain  of  a  boat 
that  made  its  way  from  Vietnam  to  the  Philippines  with  43  other  refugees  on  board.  He  left 
his  wife  and  daughter  in  Saigon.  Cap  left  behind  his  mother,  brothers,  and  a  sister.  Can 
spoke  English  relatively  well.  Cap,  only  seventeen,  had  completed  the  equivalent  of  the  1 0th 
grade  in  Vietnam  but  spoke  limited  English. '^'^  Can  and  Cap  made  a  home  together  in  Cary, 
held  jobs,  and  practiced  speaking  English.  Transportedby  volunteers.  Cap  attended  evening 
ESL  classes  at  Millbrook  High  School.  The  two  attended  worship  services  at  Greenwood 
Forest  and  visited  in  the  homes  of  members. 

In  a  touching  essay  accomplished  with  the  help  of  a  church  member,  Cap  wrote,  "I  am 
thankful  for  the  freedom  and  opportunity  I  have  here  in  this  great  land.  I  go  where  I  want  to 
and  say  what  I  wish.  I  have  friends  ...  I  thank  God  for  the  people  who  made  it  possible  for 
me  to  come  to  the  United  States." 

After  ten  months  in  Cary,  Can  relocated  to  Riverside,  California,  and  Cap  to  Houston, 
Texas.  More  than  two  dozen  GFBC  members  worked  closely  with  these  two  people  during 
their  stay  in  Cary  and  came  to  love  them. 

While  the  church  was  involved  with  "foreign  missions  at  home"  with  the  Nguyens, 
other  missions  activities  continued.  Members  gave  financial  aid  to  Lincoln  Baptist  Church, 
Endicott,  New  York,  in  July  1980,'™  participated  in  Crop  Walk  in  October,'^'  and  held  a 
missions  fair  and  hosted  the  blood  mobile  in  December.''^ 

Encouraged  to  Be  Bold 

Programs  emphasizing  outreach  in  the  1980s  and  1990s  continued  to  include  visifing 
speakers  who  spelled  out  current  needs  for  home  and  foreign  missions.  These  committed 
Christian  leaders  challenged  church  members  to  be  bold  in  serving  Christ  through  missions: 
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Michael  C.  Blackwell 
Dr.  George  Braswell 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tony  Brewington 

Sister  Theresa  Floyd 

Ed  and  Aubrey  Gordon 

Charles  McMillan 

Dr.  Robert  (Bob)  Mullinax 

Ann  Neill 

Dr.  Harlan  E.  Spurgeon 

Tom  and  Lucille  Waddell 
Extending  Reach 


President  of  North  Carolina  Children's  Homes 
professor  at  SEBTS  and  former  missionary  to 
L-an 

missionaries  to  the  Lumbee  Indians 
Sisters  of  Charity,  Raleigh 
retired  missionaries  to  the  Philippines 
Director  of  Missions,  RBA 
Director  of  the  Council  of  Christian 
Higher  Education,  BSCNC 
professor  at  SEBTS  and  former  missionary 
to  Africa 

Vice  President  for  Mission  Personnel, 

Foreign  Missions  Board,  SBC 
agricultural  missionaries  to  Zambia 


As  the  membership  and  the  financial  capabilities  of  Greenwood  Forest  increased,  the 
church  responded  to  a  wider  variety  of  needs.  GFBC  provided  temporaiy  meeting  space  for 
a  Hispanic  mission  and  for  a  Korean  mission.  The  church  adopted  a  Mission-a-Month  plan, 
with  the  intention  of  carrying  out  one  church- wide  mission  project  each  month. '^"^  Projects 
included: 

Collection  of  personal  items  for  Dorothea  Dix  patients,  Raleigh 
Collection  of  merchandise  for  the  Dorcas  Shop,  Cary 
Donation  of  gifts  for  inmates  at  the  Raleigh  Correctional  Center  for  Women 
Transportation  of  minimum-security  male  prison  inmates  to  winterize  homes 
of  low-income  families 

Donation  of  books  for  a  library  in  Belize 

Participation  in  the  Christmas  toy  ministry,  RBA 
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Under  the  leadership  of  Tim  Byrd,  the  church  started  a  much-needed  ministry  at  the 
Chatham  Creek  Rest  Home  in  Cary.'^"*  Volunteers  began  going  to  the  home  on  Sunday 
mornings,  bringing  devotions,  leading  in  music,  and  talking  with  the  residents.  This 
visitation  became  an  ongoing  effort  with  almost  all  of  the  adult  Sunday  School  classes 
participating  on  different  Sundays.  These  visits  from  Greenwood  Forest  folk  were  the  only 
ones  that  some  residents  had.  One  woman  at  the  home  remarked,  "It  means  so  much  for  you 
people  to  come  .  .  .  the  days  are  so  long." 

The  youth  remained  active  in  missions  projects  throughout  the  decade.  The  High 
School  Baptist  Young  Men  worked  to  help  an  underprivileged  family  with  clothing  and  other 
needs.'"  They  and  the  Acteens  helped  as  the  church  participated  in  Crop  Walks,  sponsored 
World  Hunger  soup  suppers,  and  collected  funds  for  hunger  relief '  ''^  The  Acteens  sponsored 
a  Rent-a-Clown  service  for  children's  parties  to  earn  money  for  a  mission  trip.'" 

In  1986  Greenwood  Forest  joined  Salem  Baptist  Church,  Apex,  North  Carolina,  and 
other  RB  A  churches  in  expanded  ministry  to  migrant  workers. '^^  The  seasonal  crop  laborers, 
with  many  needs  for  health  and  well-being,  constituted  a  sizable  summer  mission  field.  Led 
by  the  Baptist  Young  Women,  GFBC  provided  recreation,  presented  devotional  programs, 
and  delivered  necessities  for  personal  care  and  first  aid. 

In  1986  and  1987,  Greenwood  Forest  helped  fund  ACTS,  a  Christian  entertainment 
television  network  sponsored  by  the  SBC' ''^  Beginning  in  1987,  the  church  participated  in 
the  North  Carolina  State  Missions  Offering,  which  for  a  time  replaced  offerings  to  Baptist 
Children's  Homes,  Baptist  Retirement  Homes,  and  other  designated  offerings. 

In  July  1987  Greenwood  Forest  took  advantage  of  a  unique  way  of  witnessing  during 
the  Olympic  Sports  Festival  in  Raleigh.  In  cooperation  with  other  RBA  churches  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Raleigh  Police  Department,  volunteers  from  GFBC,  both  adults  and  youth, 
gave  assistance  to  stranded  motorists  and  provided  information,  refreshments,  and  Christian 
welcome  for  visitors.'^" 

The  Baptist  Women  and  the  Baptist  Young  Women  of  Greenwood  Forest's  WMU 
worked  separately,  together,  and  with  other  groups  in  the  church  to  learn  more  about 
missions  opportunities  and  to  reach  out  in  the  name  of  Christ.  During  the  1 980s  the  women 
held  regular  meetings  and  attended  prayer  retreats,  association  meetings,  state  meetings,  and 
leadership  conferences.  They  participated  in  Baptist  Women's  Day  of  Prayer  and  World  Day 
of  Prayer  programs,  hosted  church-wide  missions  studies,  and,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Baptist  Men  (Brotherhood),  organized  missions  fairs.  They  set  up  a  circulating  library  of 
missionary  biographies  and  other  Christian  books  for  churchwomen  to  share. 

WMU  outreach  projects  included  providing  gifts  and  refreshments  for  residents  of  area 
nursing  homes,  blankets  for  the  Dorcas  Shop,  food  for  the  Food  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  and 
school  supplies  for  the  Baptist  Children's  Homes.  The  women  collected  Christmas  cards  for 
a  nonprofit  organization  to  help  abused  teens,  gave  money  for  meals  at  Raleigh  Rescue 
Mission,  and  made  activity  books  for  preschool  patients  at  Wake  Medical  Center.  They  sent 
cards  to  church  youth  who  were  away  from  home  and  to  shut-ins  at  holidays  and  other  times. 
They  provided  funds  for  missionaries'  children  to  call  their  parents  at  Christmas.  One 
missionary  daughter,  Teresa,  wrote,  "Thanks  so  much  for  the  check!  I  did  call  my  parents, 
and  it  was  so  good  to  talk  with  them!" 
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The  Baptist  Women  of  Greenwood  Forest  helped  inmates  at  both  the  North  CaroHna 
Correctional  Institution  for  Women  and  the  Raleigh  Correctional  Center  for  Women  with 
clothing,  craft  supplies,  stationery,  and  personal  items. They  were  encouraged  by  Dot 
King  who  volunteered  at  different  times  at  each  facility. 

New  Churches 

Aware  of  an  increasing  need  for  places  of  worship  for  families  moving  to  the  area. 
Greenwood  Forest  helped  with  the  beginnings  of  two  new  Baptist  churches  in  Cary: 
Woodhaven  and  Westwood.  Several  Greenwood  Forest  members  gave  temporary  assistance 
with  the  programs  of  the  new  congregations  and  some  became  permanent  members  of  one 
or  the  other. 

On  September  8,  1985,  seventeen  people  attended  the  first  service  of  Woodhaven 
Baptist  Fellowship  (initially  called  South  Cary  Baptist  Church).  The  service  was  held  at 
Greenwood  Forest.  Dr.  Thomas  Bland,  interim  pastor  of  the  new  church,  presided.  On 
January  17,  1987,  a  total  of  65  charter  members  attended  the  formal  constitution  service  of 
Woodhaven.  The  group  met  at  various  locations  until  the  completion  early  in  1991  of  the 
first  building  at  4000  Kildaire  Farm  Road.'**^ 

Greenwood  Forest,  the  official  "church  of  record,"  led  in  sponsoring  Westwood  Baptist 
Church.  Volunteers  canvassed  the  area  by  telephone  to  find  potential  members  and  helped 
with  finishing  and  fiimishing  to  get  the  rented  space  on  High  House  Road  ready  for 
occupancy.  Tom  Ogbum,  founding  pastor,  led  the  church  in  the  first  service  in  the 
renovated  facility  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  15,  1990.  One  hundred  twenty-five  people 
attended. '^^ 

During  the  new  church's  first  summer,  the  Baptist  Women  and  the  Baptist  Young 
Women  of  Greenwood  Forest  helped  staff  the  nursery  at  Westwood  on  the  first  and  fourth 
Sundays.  David  Colvin,  a  member  of  Greenwood  Forest,  helped  first  with  Westwood's 
music  program  as  a  volunteer.  Later,  he  moved  his  membership  to  Westwood  and  became 
music  director  for  a  period  of  time  before  returning  to  Greenwood  Forest.  Westwood  was 
the  seventh  new  church  (of  all  denominations)  to  be  organized  since  the  influx  of  20,000 
people  to  Cary.'^'' 

Helping  in  Far  Away  Places 

The  call  from  diverse  groups  to  "come  help  us"  increasingly  gained  the  attention  of 
GFBC  members.  Through  the  years  individual  church  members  responded  and  gave  hands- 
on  help  in  many  places  far  from  home. 

hi  1 984  John  Rice  of  Greenwood  Forest  and  Jim  Canterbury,  a  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Cary,  North  Carolina,  used  three  weeks  of  their  vacation  time  to  go  as  agricultural 
missionaries  to  West  Africa. '^^  As  part  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptists'  Partners  in 
Wholeness  project,  they  conducted  feasibility  studies  for  the  development  of  water  resources 
in  about  40  villages  in  Northern  Togo.  They  found  it  not  unusual  for  villagers  to  walk  four 
miles  each  day  for  drinking  water;  in  one  village  people  walked  nine  miles  one  way  every 
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three  days  for  water  for  themselves  and  their  cattle.  As  a  result  of  Rice  and  Canterbury's 
report,  accompanied  by  maps  and  designs  for  pond  sites,  the  project  received  funding.  North 
Carolina  Baptist  volunteers  began  their  construction  work  with  the  missionaries  in  Togo. 
Within  just  a  few  years,  the  volunteers  constructed  numerous  ponds  for  watering  livestock 
and  irrigating  vegetable  gardens  and  drilled  at  least  98  deep  wells  equipped  with  heavy-duty 
hand  pumps.  John  stated,  "Where  there  is  a  Baptist  pump  in  Togo,  you'll  find  some  form  of 
Baptist  witness."  He  also  said,  "As  I  think  back  on  how  this  mission  trip  became  reality,  I 
am  amazed  at  how  God  works  to  accomplish  what  He  wants."' 

Karen  Reinert  Helm  worked  for  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the  SBC  in  New 
Kensington,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  summer  of  1984.  hi  a  letter  to  Greenwood  Forest,  Karen 
wrote,  "The  Lord  used  our  team  to  lead  a  girl  to  Him  and  that's  exciting. . . .  I'm  learning  a 
lot  and  growing  a  lot,  too."'^^  Karen  also  worked  in  Harlem,  New  York,  in  the  summer  of 
1986.'**^ 

The  country  of  Brazil  cried  out  for  Christian  witness.  After  a  commissioning  service 
at  GFBC  in  1988,  college  students  Carolyn  Moore  and  Len  Leaphart  went  there  with  a  group 
of  1 50  United  States  students  for  a  two-week  missions  encounter. '^^  ki  coordination  with  the 
RB  A,  Herman  Shreve  went  to  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  for  two  weeks  in  August  1 989  as  a  member 
of  a  personal  witnessing  team.'''°  According  to  Herman,  few  Sao  Paulo  people  spoke 
English,  so  an  interpreter  was  a  vital  part  of  the  group.  Herman  remembered  this  trip  as  a 
positive  experience  and  said  the  door-to-door  visitation  went  well  and  that  the  team  members 
were  well  received.  He  also  recalled  attending  a  Baptist  revival  each  night. Linda  Todd, 
State  Acteen  Director  and  member  of  GFBC,  led  a  team  of  Acteen  Activators  to  Brazil  in 
1990  for  13  days  of  witnessing  and  Bible  study. 

Susan  Camp  Stocks  and  her  husband  Wayne  Stocks  served  as  Peace  Corps  volunteers 
in  Nepal  from  1989  to  1991.  Susan  taught  a  large  number  of  school  children  (sometimes 
60  or  70  at  one  time)  the  first  year,  and  the  next  year  she  instructed  native  teachers.  Wayne, 
a  structural  engineer,  helped  with  building  ponds  and  fish  hatcheries.  Susan  wrote: 

At  first  we  found  it  hot,  dusty  and  lonely  and  eventually  found  it  a  place  of  friends, 
laughter  and  unforgettable  experiences.  Because  we  were  often  sick,  away  from 
family,  living  in  difficult  conditions  (no  hot  water,  very  hot  climate,  sporadic 
electricity,  a  single  kerosene  burner  for  cooking,  a  tin  box  for  a  'refrigerator'),  we 
looked  forward  to  any  news  from  home.  Our  families  and  our  GFBC  family  were 
so  thoughtfiil  about  writing  to  us. . . .  The  5-6  year  olds  of  GFBC  [Vacation  Bible 
School]  .  .  .  drew  a  picture  for  us  on  a  square  of  fabric  and  Sandy  Duncan  (and 
perhaps  others  helped)  made  it  into  a  quilt  and  mailed  it  half  way  around  the  world. 
We  showed  [the  love  quilt]  to  everyone  who  came  to  our  little  house  in  Nepal 
almost  as  if  we  could  share  that  love.  And  we  brought  it  back  around  the  world 
with  us  when  we  returned.'''^ 

After  graduation  from  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
Karen  Reinert  Helm  and  husband  Todd  Helm  assisted  with  missions  work  in  the  Republic 
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of  Guinea,  West  Africa,  and  in  Kenya  in  1992  and  1993.''^''  Heeding  a  persisting  call  to 
missions,  Karen  and  Todd,  with  their  three  young  children,  returned  to  Africa  in  August 
2004  for  an  extended  period  of  time.  They  hoped  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  many  people 
through  an  agricultural  development  initiative  project. 

Dave  and  Cindy  Osborne  represented  GFBC  on  a  mission  trip  to  Belize  in  the  spring 
of  1996.'''^  Traveling  with  a  group  from  Woodhaven  Baptist  Church,  their  work  there  was 
twofold:  helping  with  the  construction  of  a  retreat  center  for  Baptist  trainees  and  ministering 
to  a  group  of  political  refugees  from  Guatemala.  Dave  said  that  these  people,  though 
extremely  poor,  were  "managing  well  with  the  little  they  had"  and  that  they  were  "gracious, 
friendly,  and  quite  grateful  for  the  gifts  presented  to  them."''^^ 

Jennifer  Peterson  served  with  a  Baptist  Student  Union  missions  team  in  South  Africa 
in  the  summer  of  1997.  She  helped  the  first  week  with  Vacation  Bible  School  for 
missionaries'  teens  and  the  second  week  with  a  local  church  day  camp  for  national  children. 
In  May  2000  Jennifer  joined  students  from  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond, 
Virginia,  and  from  Campbell  University  Divinity  School,  Buies  Creek,  North  Carolina,  in 
a  missions  experience  in  Kenya  led  by  CBF  missionaries  Sam  and  Melody  Harrell.  Jennifer 
wrote: 

Every  day  was  a  new  adventure.  We  brought  backpacks  to  a  school  created 
for  former  street  children,  provided  shoes  to  kids  in  an  orphanage  (most  of 
whom  have  lost  their  parents  to  AIDS),  where  we  also  planted  trees,  stayed 
in  the  homes  of  members  of  the  Watumba  tribe,  and  camped  in  Masai  Mara 
with  members  of  the  Masai  tribe.  Watching  the  children  playing  soccer  in 
their  new  tennis  shoes,  after  having  only  plastic  clogs  to  play  in  before,  was 
thrilling!  Eighty  percent  of  the  Kenyan  people  are  Christian;  their  faith 
during  sometimes  great  difficulties  is  a  wonderful  testament. ''^^ 

Jennifer  was  ordained  as  a  gospel  minister  at  Samaria  Baptist  Church,  Providence 
Forge,  Virginia,  in  2001.''^**  A  few  months  later,  after  graduation  from  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia,  she  accepted  a  position  as  Associate 
Minister  to  Peace  Haven  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina.'^^ 

At  intervals  from  1984  through  1999,  Wilton  and  Louise  Jones  joined  others  under  the 
sponsorship  of  Volunteer  Christian  Builders  of  Texas  in  constructing  or  making  additions 
to  17  churches.  These  summertime  projects  lasted  from  one  to  three  weeks.  Twenty-five  to 
thirty  men  used  their  carpentry  skills  in  building,  and  some  of  the  women  helped  also. 
Unless  members  of  the  local  congregation  prepared  the  food,  the  women  cooked  and  served 
meals  from  the  caravan  of  RVs  parked  on  the  church  property.  The  closest  building  projects 
in  which  the  couple  participated  were  in  Linden  and  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  the  farthest  in 
Seattle,  Washington,  and  the  hottest  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  temperatures  reached 
more  than  100  degrees  during  the  workday.  Louise  said,  "We  almost  burned  up!"  The 
couple  also  helped  build  churches  in  Tennessee,  West  Virginia,  Colorado,  and  Montana. 
Wilton  remarked,  "I'm  so  glad  we  got  to  help  build  those  churches,  and  I  really  wish  we 
could  do  it  again."^°° 
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New  Horizons 

The  youth,  as  well  as  many  older  members,  welcomed  new  opportunities  and 
experiences  in  the  1990s.  In  the  spring  of  1990,  a  group  of  RAs  and  Acteens  and  their 
leaders  from  Greenwood  Forest  attended  the  first-ever  North  Carolina  Coed  Missions 
Conference  at  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center,  Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina.^*"  They  joined 
1,500  other  youth  from  across  the  state  for  a  full  weekend  of  learning  about  missions  and 
being  challenged  to  "be  on  mission."  In  July  some  of  these  young  people  helped  in  the  RBA 
Bible  school  for  children  at  Walnut  Terrace  apartments  in  Raleigh.^'^^ 

In  1992  the  Acteens  published  the  Utterly  Wonderful  Cookbook  featuring  favorite 
recipes  of  church  members.^°^  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book,  as  well  as  from  the 
cookbook  Food  that  appeared  several  years  later,  helped  fund  projects  and  mission 
trips.  Another  project  of  the  Acteens  during  the  1990s  was  visiting  incarcerated  women  at 
Raleigh  Correctional  Center  for  Women  on  a  monthly  basis  and  providing  birthday  parties 
and  gifts  for  them. 

The  RAs,  GAs,  and  Mission  Friends,  as  well  as  older  youth,  shared  in  numerous 
missions  activities  during  the  last  decade  of  the  century.  The  younger  children  collected 
socks  for  North  Carolina  Children's  Homes^''''  and  canned  goods  for  the  Dorcas  Shop  food 
pantry.  They  made  cards  for  church  shut-ins  and  on  occasion  brought  joy  to  elderly  residents 
in  local  group  homes  through  their  visits  and  their  songs.  Becky  Waight,  from  her  experience 
with  Mission  Friends,  said  that  even  the  youngest  children  showed  an  awareness  of  the  needs 
of  others  and  wanted  to  help.'^"^  The  energetic  RAs  raised  funds  for  Habitat  for  Humanity, 
the  Baptist  State  Convention  Relief  program,  and  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Men's  Medicine 
for  the  Ukraine  project.  Enthusiastic  GAs  collected  funds  for  the  Children's  Homes. 

In  1 992  Greenwood  Forest  included  Hispanic  ministry  and  Bible  study  and  ESL  classes 
in  its  outreach.^'^''  In  addition  to  teaching,  volunteers  provided  transportation,  refreshments, 
and  fellowship  for  Hispanics  and  others  who  attended  classes.  Marilyn  Clayton,  lead  English 
teacher,  remembered  the  students  as  being  most  grateful  and  gracious.  She  also  remarked, 
"Wherever  you  are,  there  is  always  opportunity  for  missions. 

Adults  and  youth  became  involved  in  home  repair  projects  in  various  places.  Seventeen 
GFBC  youth  and  their  leaders  spent  a  week  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1992  at  a  Habitat 
for  Humanity  project.  As  they  painted,  smoothed  concrete,  wielded  hammers,  and  performed 
other  unfamiliar  tasks  in  stifling  heat,  there  were  no  complaints,  according  to  Steve  Jolly, 
then  Minister  to  Youth.  He  said, "...  I  have  never  been  more  proud  or  pleased  with  a  group 
of  teens  in  my  life."'°^  The  youth  volunteered  at  another  Habitat  project  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  in  1993.^°''  A  group  of  Greenwood  Forest  adults  helped  with  a  similar  project  in 
Baltimore  in  August  1994,  and  two  years  later  they  joined  other  volunteers  in  Chesapeake 
Habitat  construction  work  and  conducted  backyard  Bible  clubs  in  the  inner  city  of  Baltimore. 

In  the  summer  of  1995,  eighteen  young  people  led  by  Steve  Jolly  worked  in  West 
Virginia  with  McDowell  Ministries  to  winterize  and  renovate  homes  for  destitute  people  in 
an  Appalachian  coal  mining  area.  Katie  Adcock,  president  of  the  GFBC  Youth  Council  and 
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one  of  the  participants,  stated  in  the  church  newsletter,  "It  is  an  experience  few  will  forget 
and  for  which  many  are  grateful."^'"  Three  years  later,  guided  by  youth  leader  intern  Scott 
Bullard,  several  youth  returned  to  West  Virginia  for  additional  home  repair. 

Other  missions  activities  in  the  1990s  included  sending  clothing  to  needy  families  in 
Managua,  Nicaragua,^"  and  providing  Bibles,  tapes,  and  Christian  books  for  other  third 
world  countries.^'' Others  ministered  to  Hospice  patients,  visited  prison  inmates,  helped 
with  Meals  on  Wheels,  and  volunteered  at  local  hospitals  and  at  the  CCA  Dorcas  Shop. 

The  Baptist  Women  and  Baptist  Young  Women  collaborated  in  a  baby  shower  for  ten 
mothers  referred  by  the  Wake  County  Health  Department  in  1991 .  They  held  a  recognition 
service  for  Acteens  and  GAs  in  1994  and  hosted  the  WMU  annual  association  meeting  at 
Greenwood  Forest  in  1996."'^ 

The  Beginning  of  HOPE 

HOPE  (Helping  Others  Pursue  Eternity),  a  missions  organization  for  women,  began  at 
Greenwood  Forest  in  the  fall  of  1995  with  Tricia  Jones  as  director.  Embracing  former 
members  of  both  Baptist  Women  and  Baptist  Young  Women  of  Greenwood  Forest,  this 
group  hoped  to  "not  only  meet  physical  needs  but . . .  also  share  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.""'^ 
hi  addition  to  specific  missions  endeavors,  the  women  promoted  activities  and  offerings  of 
the  RBA,  WMU,  and  CBF. 

In  its  relatively  short  existence,  HOPE  has  engendered  many  missions  projects  and  has 
been  successful  in  enlisting  aid  from  other  GFBC  missions  groups  and  the  church  at  large. 
In  the  latter  half  of  the  1990s,  the  women  of  HOPE  gave  food  and  gifts  for  Christian  Life 
Home  and  Summit  House,  sponsored  diaper  drives  for  Raleigh  Rescue  Mission  and  Interact, 
and  collected  gifts  for  children  in  Wake  County  foster  care.  Through  Building  Together 
Ministries,  HOPE  helped  with  toy  collections  and  with  Gifted  Hands  craft  sales  to  furnish 
low-income  mothers  with  self-esteem  as  well  as  funds  as  they  learned  ways  to  earn  money 
to  help  care  for  their  children.  HOPE  members  participated  in  a  cultural  exchange  with  the 
Korean  mission  meeting  at  GFBC  and  collected  money  to  buy  Bible  teaching  materials  for 
the  children.  They  cleaned  windows  at  the  North  Carolina  Children's  Home  in  Kinston  and 
took  treat  bags  for  the  girls  housed  there.  They  also  introduced  members  of  GFBC  to 
Project  Linus,  a  repeatedly  successful  undertaking  to  make  blankets  for  hospitalized 
children. ^'^ 

Houses  and  Hurricanes 

The  Carying  Place  Transition  Housing  Program,  a  nonprofit  organization  in  Cary  that 
helps  homeless  families,  began  in  1993.'"'  Several  Greenwood  Forest  members  have 
worked  and  continue  to  work  in  this  organization  to  enable  families  in  the  transition  from 
homelessness  to  maintaining  a  home.  Families,  including  children,  meet  at  GFBC  on 
Thursday  evenings  for  a  meal  prepared  by  volunteers.  Then  the  families  attend  sessions 
with  counselors  who  lead  them  in  a  program  encompassing  assistance  with  housing  costs, 
debt  consolidation,  budget  preparation,  nutrition,  family  togetherness,  and  j  ob  development. 
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By  2003  more  than  150  families  had  graduated  from  the  program  and  were  maintaining 
their  homes  successfully.  In  addition  to  providing  counseling,  Greenwood  Forest  has  given 
financial  support  to  the  program. 

Hurricane  Fran  raged  through  Gary  during  the  night  of  September  5  and  the  early 
morning  hours  of  September  6,  1996.  The  hurricane  brought  incredible  devastation  for  an 
area  that  is  so  far  inland.  Greenwood  Forest  volunteers  served  meals  in  the  church 
fellowship  hall  each  evening  of  the  following  week  to  members  and  others  from  the 
community  whose  homes  had  lost  electrical  power  or  had  sustained  damage.  One  hundred 
seventy-five  people  enjoyed  the  comfort  of  a  hot  meal  on  Monday  evening,  the  first  evening 
of  serving.  Two  dozen  church  youth,  under  the  leadership  of  Steve  Jolly  and  Clark 
Sorrells,  helped  families  in  the  area  clean  up  debris  left  by  the  terrible  storm.''''  In  the 
September  1 8, 1 996,  issue  of  The  Enabler,  Steve  Jolly  wrote,  "Many  of  you  eased  suffering 
caused  by  Fran  by  being  a  loving  Christian  to  your  powerless  and  hungry  neighbors.  .  .  . 
You  were  the  hands  of  Christ  moving  logs  from  the  homes  of  those  in  distress;  you  were  the 
arms  of  Jesus  comforting  those  shedding  tears  of  fear  and  pain;  you  were  the  voice  of  Christ 
speaking  words  of  comfort  and  love  to  those  anxious  and  in  distress."''^ 

As  early  as  1986  the  Brotherhood  (Baptist  Men)  had  expressed  a  desire  to  help  with 
Habitat  for  Humanity  construction.^'^  Interest  in  making  comfortable  housing  more 
accessible  for  low-income  families  accelerated  within  the  congregation,  and  soon  men, 
women,  and  youth  were  helping  with  the  construction  of  homes  in  the  Gary  area,  providing 
meals  for  workers,  and  raising  funds. 

Greenwood  Forest  members  assisted  with  the  construction  of  several  Habitat  houses 
before  sponsoring  one.  As  sponsor,  the  church  financed  the  building  of  a  house  at  701 
Barrett  Woods  Court,  Gary.  Members  did  most  of  the  work  and  completed  the  house  in  late 
December  1 998  at  a  cost  of  $48,000.  On  January  3, 1 999,  about  40  people,  including  church 
members  and  the  family  for  whom  the  home  was  built,  gathered  inside  the  new  house  for 
a  ceremony  of  dedication.  Writing  in  the  January  12,  1999,  issue  of  The  Enabler,  Amanda 
Atkin,  GFBC  Minister  of  Christian  Development,  observed,  "On  a  cold,  muddy  afternoon 
. . .  people  filed  into  the  house  one  by  one,  and  with  every  smile  and  greeting,  warmth  filled 
the  structure. Words  from  the  service  included,  "To  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  we 
gratefully  dedicate  this  home. ...  In  gratitude  of  new  friendships  forged  in  the  breaking  of 
ground  and  in  the  raising  of  walls,  we  joyfully  dedicate  this  building."'^' 

Having  experienced  firsthand  the  awesome  effects  of  Hurricane  Fran  in  1996,  GFBC 
members  eagerly  contributed  to  disaster  relief  funds  established  for  victims  of  Hurricane 
Mitch  (1998)  and  Hurricane  Floyd  (1999).  Church  members  worked  with  three  other 
Baptist  churches  to  rebuild  two  Trenton,  North  Carolina,  houses  that  had  been  severely 
damaged  by  flood  waters  from  Hurricane  Floyd.  Men,  women,  and  youth  worked  for 
several  Saturdays,  and  the  church  gave  money  for  supplies.^^^  Members  again  furnished 
both  funds  and  physical  labor  as  they  became  aware  of  additional  hurricane-caused  needs 
for  home  repair  in  Tarboro,  North  Carolina,  and  in  Grifton,  North  Carolina.  As  hurricane 
destruction  escalated  in  years  following.  Greenwood  Forest  repeatedly  sent  funds  to  stricken 
areas  and  prayed  for  victims. 
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AA  Ministry  to  Grieving  Families 

The  Bereavement  Support  Committee  began  a  ministry  in  1 999  for  those  in  grief 
following  the  death  of  a  family  member.^'^  Before  or  after  a  flmeral  or  memorial  service, 
the  committee  provides  a  meal,  usually  at  the  church.  Co-chairperson  Marie  Seeger 
commented  that  people  have  been  very  appreciative.  Jane  Grizzard  stated,  "It  was 
extremely  meaningful  for  me  and  my  family  after  [my  husband]  Everette's  funeral  that  the 
people  1  know  served  a  meal  for  us  in  a  comforting  place.  They  were  unselfish  and 
gracious  and  went  out  of  their  way  to  accommodate  us.""'*  The  Bereavement  Support 
Committee  continues  to  serve  meals  to  families  after  the  deaths  of  their  loved  ones. 

Another  Avenue  of  Giving 

Greenwood  Forest  felt  increasingly  alienated  from  the  SBC  during  the  1990s  and 
considered  other  agencies  as  channels  for  its  missions  offerings.  At  a  GFBC  missions 
banquet  December  6,  1997,  Dr.  Daniel  Vestal,  Coordinator  of  the  CBF,  spoke  about  his 
vision  for  the  Fellowship  and  its  missions  programs.  For  the  members  who  heard  him 
speak,  Dr.  Vestal  emphasized  an  awareness  of  a  new  avenue  of  giving. 

Soon  after  Dr.  Vestal's  visit,  CBF  missionaries  Tom  and  Beth  Ogbum  spoke  at 
morning  worship  services  on  Sunday,  February  8,  1998.  Tom  was  the  first  pastor  of 
Westwood  Baptist  Church  in  Cary.  After  pastoring  that  church  for  a  few  years,  he  and  Beth 
answered  a  call  to  the  mission  field.  As  the  Ogbums  told  of  their  work  in  Asia,  members 
realized  more  fully  the  expanding  efforts  of  the  CBF  to  reach  people  in  the  name  of 
Christ."' 

On  December  9,  2000,  CBF  Global  Missions  coordinators,  Gary  and  Barbara 
Baldridge,  were  guests  at  a  missions  banquet  at  Greenwood  Forest.  As  had  the  Ogbums, 
they  related  their  missions  experiences  and  explained  the  Fellowship's  programs  to  reach 
people  who  know  little  or  nothing  of  Jesus.  These  and  other  representatives  influenced 
GFBC  members  to  give  support  to  the  broadening  scope  of  Global  Missions  of  the  CBF. 

A  New  Century 

Greenwood  Forest's  many  efforts  to  minister  to  others  have  been  short-term  or 
continuing,  depending  upon  circumstance.  Needs  apparent  early  in  the  new  millennium 
seemed  much  like  previous  needs  as  the  church  gave  help  to  homeless,  hungry,  hurting 
people. 

In  2000  the  church  joined  Wake  Interfaith  Hospitality  Network,  a  coalition  of  26  area 
churches  that  provides  meals,  transportation,  and  a  safe  place  to  spend  the  night  for 
homeless  families.''^  As  many  as  60  Greenwood  Forest  volunteers,  including  Acteens  and 
GAs  who  helped  with  children's  recreation,  participated  in  this  continuing  program.  Cathy 
Eason,  coordinator  of  the  program  for  Greenwood  Forest,  said  that  four  or  five  families  with 
an  average  total  of  12  people  came  for  food  and  shelter  each  night  for  one  week  at  a  time, 
four  times  during  the  year.  Cathy  said  that  these  folk  respond  in  different  ways  but  that 
most  are  "so  very  gratefiil  and  in  turn  want  to  do  something  for  someone  else.""' 
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The  youth  as  well  as  the  adults  continued  with  home  repair  projects  in  the  new  century. 
Members  of  the  youth  group  went  to  the  state  of  Washington  in  June  2000  to  winterize 
homes  on  the  Yakima  hidian  Reservation  and  to  interact  with  host  families.^^*  They  traveled 
again  in  July  of  2002,  this  time  to  Navajo  Mountain,  Utah.  There  they  joined  with  other 
church  youth  delegations  to  spread  the  gospel  through  action  as  they  repaired  homes  of  the 
elderly,  single  mothers,  and  disabled  people.  Seven  girls  and  three  boys  from  Greenwood 
Forest  traveled  with  their  leaders  to  Caguas,  Puerto  Rico,  the  last  week  in  July  2004.  They 
joined  youth  from  New  York,  Illinois,  and  Ohio  in  repairing,  painting,  and  re-roofmg 
houses.  Sidney  Linney  said  it  was  an  "amazing  experience"  and  "so  much  fun,"  but  also 
"a  little  scary."  She  thought  communication  was  somewhat  difficult,  but  with  sign  language 
and  the  help  of  an  interpreter  they  managed  quite  well.  She  said  she  was  looking  forward 
to  the  next  home  repair  trip  to  New  York  in  the  summer  of  2005.'^^'' 

In  addition  to  helping  with  hunger  and  housing  needs,  missions  groups  of  Greenwood 
Forest  reached  out  to  others  in  various  ways.  Members  of  HOPE,  with  assistance  from  the 
church  at  large,  provided  books,  toys,  art  supplies,  and  other  items  for  children  served  by 
special  programs.  Through  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps,  HOPE  helped  a  three-person 
family  from  Fuquay-Varina  with  gift  certificates  and  needed  supplies.  The  RAs  prepared 
and  delivered  "goody  bags"  to  Cary  fire  stations  in  appreciation  of  community  helpers. 
They  also  made  two  trips  to  Cameron  Boys'  Home,  Cameron,  North  Carolina,  one  for 
camping  and  visiting  with  the  boys  and  one  to  deliver  small  gifts  purchased  with  money 
they  had  earned  doing  odd  jobs  at  home.  The  GAs  hosted  an  ice  cream  social  for  elderly 
residents  of  Woodland  Terrace,  collected  food  for  the  North  Carolina  Food  Bank,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  and  decorated  a  Christmas  tree  and  made  Christmas  gift  bags  for  Chatham 
Creek  Rest  Home  residents. 

HOPE  members  focused  on  literacy  aid  for  both  children  and  adults  during  200 1 .  They 
also  gave  gifts  of  flashlights  to  Urban  Ministries  of  Raleigh  and  presented  holiday  cards, 
pens,  and  postage  stamps  to  residents  of  the  Ark  Shelter.  The  RAs  raised  funds  for  flood 
victims  in  Mozambique."'*  With  an  intensified  "Mile  of  Pennies"  fundraising  effort,  the 
GAs  gathered  60  pounds  of  change  for  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Children's  Homes." '  The 
Acteens  and  Challengers  helped  again  with  home  repair,  the  girls  at  Kennedy  Baptist 
Children's  Home,  Kinston,  North  Carolina,  and  the  boys  with  a  Habitat  for  Humanity 
project  in  Tarboro,  North  Carolina. 

In  the  spring  of  2001,  several  GFBC  women,  as  well  as  some  men,  took  advantage  of 
an  unusual  way  to  help  others  by  snipping  off  their  long  tresses.  They  gave  their  hair  to 
Locks  of  Love,  a  nonprofit  organization  that  makes  hairpieces  for  financially  disadvantaged 
children  with  medical  hair  loss.^^^  At  least  48  Locks  of  Love  bags  were  collected  from 
Greenwood  Forest  donors.  Jane  Binz,  a  participant  who  gave  1 1  inches  of  her  hair,  said, 
"I  thought  it  was  a  great  experience  ...  a  wonderful  way  to  help  someone.""^ 

Continuing  ministries  by  church  members  included  making  quilts  for  patients  at  the 
Children's  Center  at  Duke  University  Hospital,  visiting  and  taking  tapes  of  worship  services 
to  shut-ins,  collecting  Bibles  for  local  prisons,  volunteering  at  area  hospitals,  and  tutoring 
at-risk  students.  Some  members  rang  the  Salvation  Army  bell  during  the  Christmas  season. 
A  number  of  Sunday  School  groups  joined  in  Operation  Christmas  Child,  administered  by 
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Samaritan's  Purse,  to  provide  shoe  boxes  filled  with  Christmas  gifts  for  children  in 
impoverished  areas  of  the  world.  One  group  provided  Christmas  cards  and  cookies  for 
military  personnel  returning  from  combat  to  Camp  LeJeune,  North  Carolina. 

Paying  his  own  expenses,  Barry  Patchett  served  in  New  York  City  for  a  week  as  a  CBF 
volunteer  to  help  victims  of  the  terrorist  attacks  of  September  1 1 , 200 1  .'^'^  Barry  parked  his 
camper  in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  and  took  the  ferry  each  day  to  Manhattan.  There  he 
assisted  with  processing  applications  for  financial  assistance  for  "a  never-ending  volume 
of  people."  Barry  said  the  needs  of  the  disaster  victims,  both  rich  and  poor,  were  staggering 
and  that  he  felt  overwhelmed.  Looking  back  on  this  experience,  he  said  it  was  "almost  too 
horrendous  to  talk  about."  He  considered  the  role  of  the  CBF  in  this  particular  ministry  to 
be  "fantasfic."''' 

A  Different  Focus 

Dr.  Stan  Hasty,  Executive  Director  of  the  Alliance  of  Baptists,  led  the  church  in 
morning  worship  services  on  Sunday,  October  21,  2001.  At  the  following  luncheon,  he 
presented  challenges  for  involvement  of  Greenwood  Forest  in  the  Alliance's  missions 
efforts  with  Baptist  congregations  in  Cuba.^^*'  Realizing  the  great  needs  of  Christians  in 
Cuba,  the  GFBC  Missions  Commission  began  exploring  possibilities  for  ministry  there. 

On  March  2, 2002,  after  a  commissioning  service  at  the  morning  worship  the  preceding 
Sunday,  Mark  Stinneford,  Missions  Commission  chairperson;  Amanda  Atkin,  Minister  of 
Christian  Development;  and  five  lay  church  members  left  on  a  trip  to  Cuba  to  investigate  the 
needs  of  fellow  Baptists  there.  Mark  said  they  found  Las  Margaritas,  a  small  town  about  an 
hour  from  Havana,  "a  very  poor  place  with  dirt  streets  and  open  sewers"  but  that  the  people 
of  Iglesia  Bautista  Ebenezer  (Ebenezer  Baptist  Church),  one  of  seven  churches  that  the  group 
visited,  "were  very  excited  and  very  welcoming."  Also,  Mark  said  he  was  surprised  at  the 
large  number  of  worshipers  and  the  many  children  crowded  into  the  crude  cement  block 
sanctuary.'"  As  a  result  of  this  trip.  Greenwood  Forest  selected  Iglesia  Bautista  Ebenezer 
in  Las  Margaritas  for  partnership. 

A  group  including  Dr.  Randy  Sherron  traveled  to  Las  Margaritas  in  November  2002.^^** 
Another  group  went  in  October  2003. "'^  In  addition  to  an  overhead  projector,  medicines, 
clothing,  toys,  school  supplies,  and  toiletries,  they  took  baseball  equipment  and  greeting 
cards  provided  by  GFBC  youth  for  their  counterparts  in  Cuba.  Funds  from  Greenwood 
Forest's  missions  budget  helped  the  enthusiastic  Christians  of  Iglesia  Bautista  Ebenezer 
expand  their  humble  sanctuary,  where  many  members  bring  their  own  chairs  in  order  to 
ensure  having  a  seat  for  the  services. 

Continuing  Ministry 

Early  in  2003  a  network  established  by  the  Outreach  and  Worship  Task  Force  began 
offering  assistance  to  those  who  need  help  with  health  problems,  transportation  for  doctors' 
appointments,  or  other  concerns.'''^  Later  administered  by  the  Care  Giving  Deacons,  this 
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ministry  brought  aid  to  some  who  could  have  been  overlooked.  A  number  of  church 
members  made  commitments  to  help  the  deacons  with  this  work. 

On  July  29,  2003,  four  GFBC  Acteens  and  two  adults  left  for  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
where  theyjoined  over  6,500  Acteens  from  all  over  the  United  States  and  abroad  in  attending 
the  National  Acteen  Convention  (NAC).  NAC  convenes  every  five  years,  so  for  most 
teenage  girls  it  is  a  once-in-a-lifetime  experience.  The  entire  group  joined  in  worship  and 
in  prayer  walking  through  downtown  Nashville  to  the  capitol  building.  The  girls  separated 
into  smaller  groups  for  service  activities  at  68  elementary  schools  in  the  city.^"'  Jessica 
Roberts,  one  of  the  Acteens  who  attended  the  convention,  said,  "It  was  a  special  time.  I  got 
to  meet  girls  from  all  over  the  world  and  talk  with  them  and  learn  their  opinions  about 
different  things.  Also,  I  made  some  new  friends  from  our  church. "'''^ 

Also  in  July,  an  invitation  went  out  for  persons  who  knit  or  crochet  to  make  hats  and 
caps  for  children  served  by  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Foundation  and  for  babies  in  neonatal 
units  of  area  hospitals.^"*^  Several  members  responded  to  the  Caps  for  Kids  challenge,  and 
by  the  end  of  November,  19  preemie  caps  went  to  Western  Wake  Hospital  Neonatal  Center 
and  30  hats  went  to  an  orphanage  in  Kosovo.  Expanded  plans  included  making  scarves  and 
hats  to  be  distributed  through  Wake  Literfaith,  Raleigh  Rescue  Mission,  and  other  groups. 

Ministries  by  senior  adults  in  2003  included  cooking  meals  for  firemen  at  a  local  station, 
volunteering  with  Triangle  Reading  Service,  providing  gifts  and  food  items  for  the  RBA 
North  Carolina  State  Fair  Ministry,  and  baking  cakes  for  Christmas  parties  at  Raleigh 
Women's  Prison.''*'* 

The  Acteens  hosted  a  baby  shower  for  women  at  the  Christian  Life  Home  of  Raleigh,^"*^ 
and  the  RAs  and  GAs  led  in  Crop  Walk  2003.^'*^  Also,  the  Acteens  and  GAs  helped  count 
and  sort  gift  items  for  1 ,500  boxes  which  the  North  Carolina  WMU  Prison  Red  Box  Ministry 
distributed  to  women  at  correctional  facilities  throughout  the  state.''*^ 

HOPE  sponsored  Angel  Tree,  an  annual  project  of  Prison  Fellowship  Ministries  to 
provide  gifts  to  some  of  the  1 7,000  children  of  incarcerated  parents  in  North  Carolina.^"^^  The 
donated  items  were  wrapped  and  delivered  at  a  Christmas  party  for  the  children. 

hi  November  the  Treasure  Our  Ministry  stewardship  emphasis  reminded  members  that 
"By  being  good  stewards  of  the  resources  He  has  given  us,  we  enable  these  ministries.  And, 
by  being  financial  disciples  sacrificially  giving  to  God,  we  act  in  worship  of  Him. "^"^^ 

Ongoing  missions  projects  of  the  adult  Sunday  School  classes  in  2003  included 
volunteering  at  the  North  Carolina  Food  Bank,  making  cards  and  providing  meals  for 
homebound  members,  doing  "handyman"  work  at  church  or  in  homes,  contributing  food  each 
month  to  the  CCA  Social  Concerns  Office,  furnishing  meals  for  the  Carying  Place,  and 
collecting  funds  for  emergency  needs.  One  adult  Sunday  School  class  participated  in  the 
annual  Relay  for  Life  Cancer  Benefit.  Carrying  their  ELVIS  (Encouraging  Love  Verified  In 
Service)  baton  during  the  relay,  17  people  walked  all  night.  Another  class  began  a  project 
for  teens  who  are  patients  at  Dorothea  Dix  Hospital  in  Raleigh  with  a  party  and  gifts  in 
December  and  plans  for  birthday  parties,  books,  and  other  diversions  at  future  times.  In  the 
spring  of  2004,  the  senior  adults  invited  Sunday  School  groups  and  individuals  to 
participate  in  the  Elliot  Project,  coordinated  through  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
partnering  with  Medical  Missions  Response.  Church  members  provided  health  kits  for  Iraqi 
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families  in  memory  of  Larry  and  Jean  Elliot,  Baptist  missionaries  from  the  Cary  area,  who 
were  two  of  four  International  Mission  Board  workers  killed  in  a  roadside  ambush  in  Mosul, 
Iraq,  on  March  15,  2004. 

As  part  of  a  delegation  representing  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  David  Mellnik  spent 
a  portion  of  his  June  2004  vacation  in  the  Ukraine  working  with  children  at  a  Christian  camp 
in  Maleva.  He  also  visited  Mellnik  relatives  in  Krasilov.  Writing  in  the  church  newsletter, 
David  related,  "In  Domkivitkzy  I  visited  the  church  which  my  family  helped  to  build  in  1 997, 
and  delivered  my  father's  memorial  funds  to  purchase  pews  for  their  sanctuary  and  repair  of 
the  floor  in  the  church's  kitchen.  It  is  heartwarming  to  know  that  my  father's  memory  will 
live  enabling  these  people  to  worship. 

Lexie  Nichols,  a  graduate  of  Furman  University,  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  began  a 
two-year  commitment  to  the  Peace  Corps  in  June  2004.  After  ten  weeks  of  training,  she 
moved  to  her  assignment  in  Samburu,  Kenya,  to  help  in  health-related  endeavors.  In  a  letter 
to  the  church,  she  wrote,  "It's  really  hard  to  immerse  yourself  in  a  new  culture  with  a  new 
language  and  without  all  the  comforts  of  home,  but  knowing  that  my  church  family  at  home 
has  me  in  their  prayers  helps  so  much.""^^' 

The  devastation  in  Southeast  Asia  by  giant  tsunami  waves  in  December  2004  challenged 
GFBC  members  once  again  to  offer  prayers  and  give  disaster  relief  for  victims."""  In  the 
January  16, 2005,  business  meeting.  Greenwood  Forest  voted  to  create  a  special  fund  for  the 
receipt  and  disbursement  of  monies  collected  from  the  RA's  Racers  event  for  tsunami  relief 
The  boys  enjoyed  an  evening  of  fun  and  competition  as  they  raced  their  cars  in  the  fellowship 
hall  after  a  Wednesday  family  dinner  on  March  9.  Spectators  enjoyed  the  event  also.  Funds 
collected  were  channeled  through  the  NC  Baptist  Men  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention. 

More  than  30  Greenwood  Forest  youth  joined  in  the  fight  against  hunger  during  a  "lock- 
in"  at  the  church  the  last  weekend  in  February  2005.  They  participated  in  a  30-hour  famine 
to  experience  what  poverty-stricken  families  may  endure  on  a  regular  basis.  Also,  on 
Saturday  they  served  food  to  the  homeless  at  the  Wilmington  Street  Men's  Shelter  in 
Raleigh.  The  Enabler,  March  15,  2005,  included  these  statements  by  some  of  the  youth: 
"The  homeless  shelter  shot  me  into  reality.  I  even  made  a  friend;"  "I  have  no  idea  how 
people  that  are  always  hungry  like  this  get  along  and  live  life;"  and  "I  think  this  was  a  good 
experience  because  I  got  to  see  others  with  less  than  me,  but  realized  they  were  like  me."'^^ 
Donations  from  the  youth  and  from  church  members  who  sponsored  them  went  to  World 
Vision  for  use  in  that  agency's  hunger  relief  efforts. 

Also  in  March  2005,  the  women  of  HOPE  sponsored  a  collection  of  medications,  office 
supplies,  and  cash  donations  for  Baptist  World  Alliance  needs  and  helped  with  bulk  mailing 
for  the  project. In  May  HOPE  announced  the  project,  "Orphan  Shoes  for  Orphan  Souls." 
Working  with  Buckner  Orphan  Care  International,  the  women  led  church  members  in  giving 
195  pairs  of  shoes,  21 1  pairs  of  socks,  and  3  7  setsof  shoelaces  to  orphan  children  around  the 
world.''' 

Men  from  the  Greenwood  Forest  Men's  Mission  Action  Team  (MM AT)  visited  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Men's  Agricultural  Missions  Demonstration  Farm  at  Campbell 
University  at  Buies  Creek,  North  Carolina,  in  March  2005.  While  there  they  helped  repair 
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the  poultry  pens  on  the  farm.  On  May  21  members  of  MMAT  again  used  their  hands-on 
carpentry  skills  as  they  built  wheel  chair  ramps  for  physically  challenged  Wake  County 
senior  citizens.  Mark  Rice,  GFBC  Missions  Commission  Chairperson,  stated  the  hope 
of  getting  more  youth  enlisted  to  help  in  these  endeavors."^ 

Sometimes  the  needs  in  the  surrounding  world  seem  overwhelming.  However,  with 
God's  direction  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  will  keep  on  being  missionaries  through 
praying,  studying,  giving,  and  doing. 
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7.  Youth 


Show  me  thy  ways,  O  Lord,  teach  me  your  paths  .... 

Psalm  25:4  (NIV) 

Enabling  teens  to  grow  both  spiritually  and  physically  and  to  have  flin  while  doing  so 
has  always  been  the  aim  of  the  youth  program  at  Greenwood  Forest.  To  achieve  this  goal, 
professional  staff  and  numerous  adult  volunteers  have  committed  many  hours  to  the  program. 

This  section  describes  the  youth  program,  leaders,  retreats,  recreation,  service  projects, 
outreach  ministry,  and  artistic  endeavors.  Youth  education,  music,  and  missions  are 
reviewed  in  the  chapters  on  these  three  topics. 

Volunteer  Leaders  During  the  Early  Years,  1961-1971 

At  first,  adult  volunteers  assumed  fiill  responsibility  for  the  youth  program,  mainly 
consisting  of  Sunday  School,  Training  Union,  and  missions  groups.  Recreational  activities 
usually  took  the  form  of  Sunday  School  class  parties.  Training  Union,  and  missions  groups 
socials.  As  early  as  1963  a  substantial  number  of  young  people  attended  GFBC.  Twenty- 
two  intermediates,  ages  13-16,  and  eight  young  people,  ages  17-24,were  enrolled  in  Sunday 
School.  Thirteen  attended  Training  Union.-^" 

As  the  number  of  young  people  increased,  Greenwood  Forest  adopted  the  Alpha  and 
Omega  program  for  youth.  The  groups  were  divided  into  junior  high  (grades  7,  8,  and  9)  and 
senior  high  (grades  1 0, 1 1 ,  and  1 2).  A  youth  council,  consisting  of  president,  vice-president, 
secretary,  and  three  representatives  each  from  junior  high  and  senior  high  planned  teen 
activities.  In  the  beginning  youth  groups  met  on  Sunday  evenings,  a  practice  that  continued. 
Volunteers  provided  leadership  and  a  youth  program  emerged  that  would  continue  to  grow 
over  the  years. "^^^ 

Starting  in  the  1960s  the  young  people  observed  Youth  Emphasis  Week.  On  June  12, 
1  ^67,  The  Enabler  recorded  the  types  of  activities  designed  for  the  teens  during  the  week  of 
June  12-15.  On  Monday  night,  grades  ten,  eleven,  and  twelve  went  to  Gary  Presbyterian 
Church  to  see  the  film.  Dust  and  Destiny.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights,  they  met  with 
Pastor  Brewer  to  discuss  "Understand  Yourself,"  and  "Parents  and  Parson  to  Person."  Then 
on  Thursday  night  they  celebrated  the  week  with  a  cookout  at  the  church. 

A  new  youth  council  met  on  December  16,  1968,  and  planned  a  New  Year's  Eve 
Youth  Watch  Service  beginning  at  9:00  P.M.  and  lasting  until  12:30  A.M.  Emphasizing 
outreach,  the  leaders  encouraged  the  youth  to  invite  other  teens  in  the  community  to  attend 
this  special  event."^ 

In  1 969  Bryce  and  Mary  Hudson  Jones  lent  the  church  an  old  house,  standing  near  the 
comer  of  the  church  property,  to  be  used  for  youth  meetings.  Teresa  Mangum  described  the 
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work  done  by  eight  or  ten  members  of  the  Youth  Council  in  cleaning  up  the  old  house  in 
early  December:  "It  was  freezing  cold.  By  the  time  we  finished  scrubbing,  sweeping  and 
washing  windows  we  were  all  icebergs.  By  the  end  of  the  day,  things  were  really  beginning 
to  shape  up."^'^^ 

Then  these  enthusiastic  young  people  decided  that  the  walls  needed  paint,  so  Ethel 
Boswell  guided  them  in  selecting  paint  and  supplies.  On  December  30,  1 969,  youth  worked 
from  10:00  A.M.  to  6:00  P.M.  and  finished  putting  on  one  coat  of  paint,  which  Teresa  said 
made  "a  remarkable  transformation."'^'  They  were  so  pleased  with  the  results  that  they 
applied  a  second  coat  on  New  Year's  Day.  Now,  the  teens  needed  a  used  stove  and 
refrigerator,  a  request  that  Dick  Ladd  partially  filled  by  giving  them  a  stove.  Following 
Teresa  Magnum's  appeal  to  the  congregation,  church  members  donated  used  furniture  for 
the  house. 

Dennis  E.  Milligan,  1971-1972 

By  November  1971  the  congregation  became  financially  able  to  hire  Dennis  Milligan 
as  its  first  part-time  Youth  Director  and  Supply  Minister.^"  Originally  from  Wayne, 
Nebraska,  Dennis  graduated  from  Carson-Newman  College  in  Jefferson  City,  Tennessee,  and 
was  working  on  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  at  SEBTS.  "^^  Of  course,  volunteer  youth 
leaders  and  parents  continued  to  be  a  vital  part  of  the  program.  Leaders  gave  their  time  and 
talents.  Parents  provided  Sunday  night  suppers,  supplied  transportation,  and  filled  other 
needs. 

In  the  early  1970s  the  teens  attended  "Sunday  Night  Places  To  Be."  Brenda  Pennell 
Barnes  remembered  that  the  youth  met  in  different  homes  each  Sunday  evening  where  "we 
had  a  time  of  discussion  and  prayer  as  well  as  refreshments"  and  later  ended  up  "listening 
to  music  and  generally  hanging  out."'^"*  Senior  high  and  college  youth  held  rap  sessions  in 
the  fellowship  hall,  discussing  such  topics  as  "Racial  Prejudice  and  Our  Involvement  As 
Chrisfians."'" 

Some  activities  for  youth  in  1972  included  a  Sweetheart  Banquet  held  in  February  and 
a  dress-up  progressive  dinner  on  October  1?^^  Through  the  years  the  teens  have  enjoyed 
snow-  and  water-skiing,  hayrides,  parties,  picnics,  skating,  Christmas  caroling,  and  trips  to 
Carowinds,  Kings  Dominion,  and  Busch  Gardens.  April  Walker,  Minister  to  Youth  and 
Children  in  2005,  was  quick  to  say  that  even  if  the  young  people  spend  90  percent  of  their 
time  skiing,  faith  is  always  a  dominant  theme. 

Retreats,  held  several  times  a  year,  lasted  a  day,  overnight,  a  weekend,  or  several  days. 
The  programs  mainly  emphasized  spiritual  growth  and  provided  teens  with  Christian 
fellowship  and  activities  interlaced  with  large  doses  of  fun.  In  July  1972,  while  Dennis 
Milligan  served  as  Youth  Director,  24  youth  and  adults  attended  Ridgecrest,  near  Black 
Mountain,  North  Carolina.  In  November  twenty  youth  participated  in  an  overnight  trip  to 
Camp  Contentnea  at  Farmville,  North  Carolina.'^^ 

From  time  to  time,  youth  participated  in  service  projects  which  encouraged  them  to 
reach  beyond  themselves  to  help  others.  One  project  involved  working  with  developmentally 
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challenged  youth  at  Murdock  Center  in  Butner,  North  Carolina.  The  young  people  went  to 
Butner  several  times,  and  on  December  9  they  brought  a  gift  and  held  a  Christmas  party  for 
the  children  at  the  Center.'^** 

By  the  time  Dennis  resigned,  effective  January  14, 1973,''''^  the  framework  of  the  youth 
program  was  in  place. 

William  "Bill"  H.  Crouch,  Jr.,  1973-1976 

The  church  voted  in  business  meeting  on  March  25,  1973,  to  call  William  H.  "Bill" 
Crouch,  Jr.,  a  senior  at  Wake  Forest  University,  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  as  part-time 
Youth  Minister.  Bill  was  experienced  in  working  with  youth,  youth  recreation,  coaching,  and 
preaching."^^  He  came  with  his  wife  Lynne  who  voluntarily  took  part  in  the  youth  program, 
as  did  the  wives  of  other  youth  directors  who  followed. 

Two  months  after  Bill  arrived  and  under  his  direction,  the  teens  started  a  newspaper, 
Fun  and  Faith,  which  carried  news  for  grades  seven  through  college  age.  Bill  also  decided 
that  the  youth  room  should  be  more  attractive  to  young  people,  so  both  youth  and  adults 
provided  the  time  and  work  to  redecorate  it.  Teens  painted  the  room,  and  some  church 
members  donated  furniture,  including  a  television  set."' 

Bill  also  sought  to  engage  even  more  young  people  in  youth  activities  by  expanding  the 
sports  program,  an  attempt  that  resulted  in  increased  numbers  of  teens  showing  up  for 
practices  and  games.  This  effort  was  especially  rewarding  when  the  senior  high  basketball 
team  won  the  Older  Pioneer  State  RA  championship  in  1975  (15-0)  at  Wake  Forest 
University  in  Winston-Salem."'  The  GFBC  team  also  included  youth  from  First  Baptist  and 
First  Methodist  churches  in  Cary  as  well  as  teenagers  who  did  not  attend  church  at  that  time. 
Steve  Byrd,  team  member  and  historian  for  the  group,  credited  their  winning  streak  in  1975 
to  their  long  hours  of  practice  and  good  organization.  He  said  that  they  "had  blown 
everybody  out  that  year.""^  In  the  final  game  for  the  championship,  they  faced  their 
archrival  Massey  Hill  Baptist  Church  from  Fayetteville.  Massey  Hill  had  defeated  GFBC  in 
the  1 974  championship  game.  Describing  the  1 975  game,  Steve  said,  "We  were  having  a  bad 
night  and  our  main  shooter  was  not  hitting.""'*  Massey  Hill  had  a  three-point  lead  with  five 
minutes  remaining  in  the  game.  GFBC  rallied,  scoring  eight  points  while  holding  Massey 
Hill  scoreless,  and  won  the  game  by  five  points.  "Minutes  later,  we  were  the  1975  North 
Carolina  R.A.  Champions!"  wrote  Steve."^ 

Although  winning  was  extremely  important  to  the  teenagers,  Steve  said  that  much  more 
happened  than  basketball.  The  team  as  a  whole  did  not  appear  to  be  the  Christian  group  that 
it  later  became.  The  youth  with  no  church  home  began  attending  RAs  at  least  some  of  the 
time.  A  teen  from  Cary  First  Baptist  gave  his  profession  of  faith  at  his  own  church  and 
eventually  went  to  work  for  a  while  as  a  full-time  youth  minister.  The  entire  team  began  to 
behave  in  a  more  Christian  manner.  Steve  said  that  during  those  years  he,  too,  grew 
spiritually.  He  credited  his  coaches.  Bill  Crouch  and  Edwin  Bullock,  and  his  teammate  Joey 
Bullock  with  providing  Christian  examples.  He  said,  "I  wanted  to  play  basketball,  so  I  joined 
the  youth  group  and  attended  a  retreat."  At  this  retreat  Bill  Crouch  told  a  story  that 
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touched  Steve  profoundly.  Steve  said  in  an  interview,  "It  was  during  those  years,  that  I 
formed  the  Christian  values  that  I  live  by  today. ""^ 

In  1976  Bill  started  junior  high,  senior  high,  and  college  softball  teams.  Sometimes 
the  junior  and  senior  high  boys  and  girls  combined  their  teams  to  participate  in  interchurch 
games  as  they  did  in  May  1977  when  they  played  against  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  at  East  Millbrook  Jr.  High,  Raleigh."^ 

In  August  1975  about  30-40  teens  took  their  first  long  distance  trip  by  chartered  bus  to 
a  retreat  at  Glorietta  in  New  Mexico.  Sandy  and  John  Duncan,  two  of  several  chaperons, 
remember  this  exciting  trip.  In  route  they  stopped  at  the  home  of  Sandy's  parents,  Ben  and 
Audrey  Baldwin,  in  Louisiana,  where  the  entire  group  was  treated  to  a  barbecue  dinner. 
Some  of  the  youth  spent  the  night  with  the  Baldwins,  and  Sandy's  father  fixed  breakfast  for 
them  the  next  morning.  John  said  that  Jerry  Harris,  another  chaperon,  performed  the  duties 
of  banker,  doling  out  the  amount  of  money  the  teens'  parents  allowed  them  to  spend  each 
day.  On  the  way  home  the  group  stopped  in  San  Antonio  and  joined  Susan  and  Bert  Tandy, 
former  members  of  GFBC,  who  served  as  their  guides  in  visiting  the  Alamo.  The  travelers 
received  one  more  treat  before  leaving  Texas.  David  Colvin,  a  church  member  who  had 
done  work  for  NASA,  arranged  for  them  to  visit  the  space  program's  facilities  in  Houston."^ 
Debbie  Rice  Clark,  a  former  youth,  said  that  she  especially  enjoyed  seeing  the  control  room 
that  they  viewed  from  the  visitors'  section.  She  remembered  a  flat  map  on  which  one  could 
track  the  space  ship  in  orbit.  She  said  the  experience  became  even  more  meaningftil  when 
she  went  to  work  for  Lockheed  in  Texas. "^^^ 

Sandy  told  a  humorous  story  about  the  trip  home  which  proved  anything  but  pleasant 
for  her.  She  had  to  ride  near  the  front  of  the  bus  because  she  often  had  motion  sickness.  She 
was  nauseated  and  had  to  make  continuous  trips  to  the  restroom.  The  tired  young  people 
were  sleeping  all  over  the  floor  of  the  bus.  Each  time  that  Sandy  had  to  rush  to  the  restroom, 
one  of  the  teens  said,  "Here  she  comes  again!"  At  this  announcement,  all  the  youth  began 
to  shift  to  either  side  of  the  bus.  Sandy  said  that  the  motion  of  the  bus  and  the  teens  moving 
to  either  side  made  it  seem  to  her  that  the  Red  Sea  was  parting.^**" 

The  youth  program  flourished  under  Bill's  leadership.  According  to  Brenda  Barnes, 
Bill  added  more  activities  and  structure  to  the  program.  He  even  took  on  "tough  issues"  such 
as  "discussing  drugs,  drinking,  and  dancing  and  even  relationships  between  boys  and  girls 
within  the  context  of  Christianity."^^'  When,  in  February  1 976,  the  church  voted  to  establish 
a  full-time  position  for  Associate  Pastor  and  Minister  with  Youth,  Bill  Crouch  assumed  the 
added  responsibility  and  became  the  second  ftill-time  staff  member.  Later,  he  was  ordained 
as  a  minister  in  his  home  church.  Providence  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  On 
December  31,  1976,  Bill  left  Greenwood  Forest  to  become  pastor  of  Warrenton  Baptist 
Church,  Warrenton,  North  Carolina.  Later  he  became  President  of  Georgetown  University 
in  Georgetown,  Kentucky. 
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Hal  Melton,  1977-1979 


After  Bill  left,  the  church  called  Hal  Melton  as  part-time  Youth  Director.  Hal  was 
bom  in  Lancaster,  South  Carolina,  and  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in  Administrative 
Management  from  Clemson  University  in  Clemson,  South  Carolina.  Following  graduation 
he  worked  for  Duke  Power  Company  as  a  systems  accountant.  When  Hal  came  to  GFBC, 
he  was  attending  SEBTS,  studying  for  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree."**' 

This  energetic  young  man  and  his  wife  Roberta  moved  to  Cary  where  he  assumed  his 
duties  on  March  16,  1977.  The  youth  kept  busy  for  the  next  two  years.  The  teens  acquired 
new  group  names:  junior  high  became  Serendipity;  senior  high  became  Kaleidoscope;  and 
Sunday  evening  meetings  became  "Super  Sunday  Nights."  Hal's  "Youth  News,"  printed  in 
The  Enabler,  reflected  his  enthusiasm  for  his  job.  Hal  urged  teens  to  attend  Super  Sunday 
Nights  that  incorporated  "Bible  study,  recreation,  sharing,  and  prayer  into  a  setting  of  warm 
Christian  fellowship."'**^  He  described  the  activities  planned  for  the  senior  high  all-night 
party  in  the  following  way: 

Are  you  ready  for  it?  .  .  .  Roller  skating,  Pizza  stuffing  ...  a  fantastic  star 
Studded  feature  length  Movie,  a  special  surprise!!.  And  a  lot  of  fun  and 
fellowship — Wow,  what  a  night!'**"* 

During  the  summer  of  1977,  Hal  assigned  separate  nights  for  junior  high,  senior  high, 
and  college  age  meetings.  Usually,  the  three  groups  attended  retreats  or  recreational  outings 
specifically  designed  for  their  particular  ages.  That  summer,  a  few  of  the  numerous  youth 
activifies  included  a  Spring  Fling  beach  weekend  retreat  at  Garden  City,  North  Carolina,  for 
Kaleidoscope;'^^  a  retreat  at  Caswell  for  Serendipity;'**''  a  retreat  at  Nantahala  for 
Kaleidoscope  youth,  where  they  went  rafting,  swimming,  and  hiking  on  the  Appalachian 
Trail;'^^  and  a  weekend  at  Kerr  Lake  for  college  age  members.'**** 

On  July  24,  1977,  the  congregation  observed  College  Day.  The  college  students  had 
participated  in  meaningful  weekly  meetings  during  the  summer  and  were  set  to  take  part  in 
both  Sunday  morning  services—sharing  "their  talents,  thoughts  and  spirit."'**'^  However,  the 
entire  church  was  saddened  by  the  untimely,  accidental  death  of  1 0-year-old  James  Bullock 
on  July  23,  1977.  This  tragedy  particularly  touched  the  college  students  because  James's 
brother,  Joey  Bullock,  was  a  part  of  their  group.  Knowing  that  carrying  out  the  original  plan 
would  be  difficult  for  the  college  students,  Hal  gave  them  the  option  to  cancel  their  part  in 
the  program  that  Sunday,  but  they  decided  to  carry  on.  Later,  the  Youth  Director  praised  the 
group  for  a  "brave  undertaking."^^° 

A  happier  event  also  took  place  in  1977  when  the  Good,  Bad,  and  Ugly  softball  team, 
sponsored  by  GFBC,  raised  fimds  for  Easter  Seals  in  the  WKIX  softball  marathon.  Jimmy 
Dodd,  a  member  of  the  team,  recalled  that  the  marathon  was  held  at  Carolina  Pines  softball 
field  on  Lake  Wheeler  Road,  Raleigh,  with  participating  teams  playing  at  two-hour  intervals 
from  six  o'clock  Friday  evening  until  six  o'clock  Sunday  evening.  Jimmy  said  their  team 
played  one  morning  from  two  to  four  o'clock,  allowing  the  players  to  stay  out  much  later 
than  their  parents  usually  sanctioned.  "We  had  a  blast!"  Jimmy  said.'"^' 
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Because  numerous  cults  emerged  in  the  Triangle  in  the  1970s,  youth  leaders  thought 
it  imperative  to  give  teens  a  firm  foundation  in  Baptist  beliefs  and  an  understanding 
of  deviant  groups.  One  event  took  place  at  Christ  the  King  Lutheran  Church  in  Cary. 
Greenwood  Forest's  young  people  joined  other  community  youth  groups  to  learn  more  about 
the  Unification  Movement  and  the  "Moonies."^^^ 

Sports  again  captured  the  youth's  attention  in  1 978  when  the  Older  Pioneers'  basketball 
team,  coached  by  Joe  Brown,  won  the  RBA  Tournament.  The  team  and  their  supporters 
were  convinced  that  the  Pioneers  would  win  the  State  Tournament.  The  group  traveled  to 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  with  great  anticipation  for  bringing  back  the  trophy.  But 
that  night  the  win  was  not  to  be  theirs.  Early  in  the  game  their  center  was  injured,  team 
morale  fell,  and  the  Greenwood  Forest  players  could  not  recover. 

As  the  church  grew  in  membership  so  did  the  number  of  teenagers  in  the  youth  groups. 
On  September  14,  1977,  twenty-two  teens  attended  Serendipity,  and  twenty-three  youth 
participated  in  Kaleidoscope.'"  Naturally,  most  activities  for  college  age  youth  took  place 
in  the  summer  months. 

hi  1978  public  schools  in  Cary  switched  from  the  junior  high/senior  high  system  to  the 
middle  school/high  school  system.  Shortly  afterward,  Greenwood  Forest  divided  those  in 
the  youth  program  accordingly.  The  Alpha  and  Omega  groups  were  divided  into  middle 
school  (grades  6,  7,  and  8)  and  high  school  (grades  9,  10,  11,  and  12). 

Bryan  Chestnutt,  1979-1980 

Following  Hal  Melton's  resignation  effective  February  25,  1979,^^''  the  congregation 
gladly  welcomed  Bryan  Chestnutt  and  his  wife  Jamie  on  May  20,  1979.  A  student  at 
Southeastern  Seminary,  the  new  part-time  Youth  Minister  enthusiastically  plunged  into  his 
new  position."*^^  Besides  the  usual  programs  and  activities—Sunday  night  suppers  and 
meetings,  snow  skiing,  an  ice  cream  party,  a  picnic  at  Umstead  Park,  a  college  ski  trip  to  Kerr 
Lake—the  youth  and  their  friends  were  invited  to  "join  the  caravan  to  the  amusement  park 
at  Carowinds"  on  April  12,  1980,  where  they  enjoyed  a  day  of  food  and  rides. ^''^ 

hi  April  some  teenagers  attended  a  youth  convention  in  Charlotte  and  in  August  a  youth 
evangelism  night  in  Greensboro  Coliseum.'^^  In  October  the  youth  traveled  to  Binkley 
Chapel  at  Southeastern  Seminary  to  hear  Grady  Nutt— author,  devoted  Christian,  and  "prime 
minister  of  humor."^*^^  Also,  The  Enabler,  October  31,  1979,  gives  an  example  of  the  types 
of  fun  activities  youth  enjoyed  locally: 

All  Youth  Are  Invited  to  The  All-night  Halloween  Party  1 1  pm  Fri.  Nov.  2 
until  8  am  Sat.  Nov.  3.  Only  $2.00  gets  you:  Roller  Skating,  costume 
contest,  gobs  of  food,  genuine  horror  movie,  pumpkin-carving  contest, 
games,  skits,  ghost  stories,  tingles  down  our  spine,  and  breakfast!  (plus  some 
unexpected  things!)  Remember  to  bring  your  costume!  Friends  are 
welcome."*^^ 
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Beginning  in  the  1970s  and  continuing  for  many  years,  some  youth  used  their  artistic 
talents  to  participate  in  puppet  shows.  Jennifer  Harris  Coltrane,  a  puppeteer  during  her  youth 
years  at  GFBC,  said  that  the  productions  were  used  in  Bible  School  and  at  other  special 
events.  The  shows  portrayed  Christian  morals  and  values,  such  as  stressing  the  importance 
of  sharing  or  the  value  of  prayer.^"" 

In  April  1980  the  Alpha  and  Omega  groups—junior  and  senior  high  teens—attended 
spring  retreats  at  Ridgecrest.  The  theme,  Male  and  Female  Created  He  Them,  emphasized 
Christian  sexuality  with  programs  expressly  designed  for  each  age  group. Then,  in  May 
the  seniors  enjoyed  a  graduation  banquet  at  the  Western  Steer  restaurant.  Later  on,  a 
committee  of  parents  of  graduating  seniors  planned  the  breakfasts  and  held  the  events  in  one 
of  their  homes.  After  the  number  of  graduating  seniors  increased,  the  church  honored  the 
group  with  graduation  breakfasts  held  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

Bryan  Chestnutt  guided  with  a  steady  hand  and  served  capably  as  Youth  Minister  until 
August  1980.  After  leaving  Greenwood  Forest  he  continued  his  education  at  Southeastern 
Seminary.^'^'^ 

Thomas  Russell  Hinton,  1980-1990 

After  Bryan  left  Greenwood  Forest,  the  Youth/Youth  Music  Selection  Committee 
wasted  no  time  in  searching  for  a  new  youth  leader.  On  August  23,  1980,  the  committee 
introduced  to  the  congregation  Thomas  Hinton,  a  student  at  Southeastern  Seminary.^°^  The 
church  approved  the  candidate,  and  Thomas  began  work  on  September  1 0, 1 980,  as  part-time 
Minister  With  Youth  and  Youth  Music.  Before  coming  to  Greenwood  Forest,  Thomas  and 
his  wife  Kim  had  "just  finished  serving  as  journey  persons  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in 
Tanzania,  Africa."^''''  Upon  accepting  the  call  to  work  with  youth,  Thomas  wrote  in  The 
Enabler,  "Believing  that  this  is  where  God  wants  me  to  serve,  I  look  forward  with  great 
anticipation  to  this  our  first  year  together."^"^ 

In  the  coming  years,  the  terms  "youth"  and  "activity"  remained  synonymous.  Teens 
continued  to  enjoy  Sunday  night  meetings  and  suppers.  They  participated  in  Youth  Sundays, 
becoming  teachers  and  proclaimers  for  a  day.  They  enjoyed  retreats,  fun  outings,  and  service 
projects. 

The  Alpha  Omegas  had  committed  themselves  to  numerous  service  projects  over  the 
years,  and  the  new  Minister  With  Youth  continued  the  pracfice.  On  April  1 8, 1 982,  the  youth 
traveled  to  Dillon  School  at  Butner,  North  Carolina,  where  they  attended  a  creative  worship 
service,  presented  a  children's  Easter  narrative,  and  brought  snacks  to  share  with  the  children 
at  the  school.^"^ 

Many  young  people  spoke  of  retreats  as  their  favorite  part  of  the  youth  program.  So 
it  was  with  Ken  Brooks,  who  participated  as  a  youth  in  the  1980s.  He  remarked  that  he 
especially  enjoyed  going  to  Fort  Caswell  at  the  beach.  He  said,  "We  always  tried  to  get  the 
biggest  house  at  Caswell,  and  most  of  the  fime  we  did  because  we  usually  had  about  50  or 
60  people."  Ken  added  that  the  biggest  house  was  named  Yucca  and  that  "the  group  felt 
close,  like  a  big  family. "^°^  The  boys  competed  in  the  ugly  legs  contest,  but  kite  making  and 
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flying,  building  sandcastles,  and  other  competitions  were  coeducational.  For  Ken,  devotional 
times  were  especially  meaningful. 

On  October  15-17,  1982,  the  youth  attended  a  fall  weekend  retreat  in  Washington, 
D.C.^^^  On  January  23,  1983,  they  joined  other  youth  in  the  area  for  a  Cary-wide  event  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church.^°''  The  next  month  seniors  attended  a  statewide  retreat  at 
Camp  Caraway,  near  Asheboro,  North  Carolina.^'°  In  March  of  the  same  year,  the  youth 
enjoyed  a  luau,  held  on  Youth  Sunday,  March  9,  1983.^"  Again,  in  October  1985  the  youth 
participated  in  a  retreat  in  Washington,  D.C.  concerning  religion  and  politics.^'^  Dr.  George 
W.  Braswell,  Jr.,  who  with  his  family  had  served  as  the  first  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
to  kan  and  who  has  authored  two  books  on  Islam  and  Muslims,  was  instrumental  in 
arranging  for  Greenwood  Forest  youth  to  attend  these  retreats  and  to  visit  various  houses  of 
worship  while  there.  Kathy  Reinert  Parrish,  one  of  the  youth  who  journeyed  to  Washington, 
recalls  visiting  several  different  worship  centers  which  may  have  included  some  or  all  of  the 
following:  a  Mosque,  a  Jewish  Temple,  a  Buddhist  Temple,  a  Hare  Krishna  Temple,  and 
Moon's  Unification  Church.  She  said  that  the  purpose  of  the  experience  was  for  youth  to 
gain  a  wider  understanding  of  those  who  worship  differently  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  see 
how  all  people  share  similarities.  Kathy  added,  "When  you  encounter  these  religions,  you 
understand  the  way  the  people  think  and  why  they  believe  what  they  believe."^ By 
understanding  them,  "you  see  how  you  can  minister  to  them,  and  you  can  be  a  better  witness 
for  the  Christian  faith."  Again,  in  1989  the  young  people  traveled  to  Washington,  D.  C.  for 
a  World  Religion  Retreat.^''*  Through  the  years  the  youth  also  attended  sessions  at  Fort 
Caswell,  North  Carolina;  Contentnea,  Farmville,  North  Carolina;  Bethelwoods  Camp  and 
Conference  Center,  near  Rock  Hill,  South  Carolina;  Willow  Run,  north  of  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina;  Kanata,  near  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina;  and  Mundo  Vista,  near  Asheboro, 
North  Carolina. 

In  the  fall  of  1988,  some  youth  participated,  for  the  first  time,  in  Christian  High 
Adventure,  a  backpacking  trip  along  the  Appalachian  Trail,  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State 
Men  of  North  Carolina.^ The  annual  trip  was  open  to  those  who  had  completed  the  fourth 
grade,  but  most  hikers  were  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  Thomas  Hinton  led  the  first 
Greenwood  Forest  expedition  with  the  help  of  other  chaperons.  Christian  High  Adventure 
lasted  five  to  eight  days  after  months  of  planning.  These  trips  were  a  huge  success. 

In  January  1 990  the  youth  attended  a  Caswell  Reunion  with  2000  other  young  people 
at  Wake  Forest  University  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina.  On  this  special  occasion  the 
teens  enjoyed  a  performance  by  Gene  Cotton  and  Doug  Berkey. 

But  the  winds  of  change  blew  in  August  1990.  After  ten  years  Thomas  resigned  as 
Youth  and  Music  Director  and  moved  his  family  to  Lenoir,  North  Carolina,  where  he  became 
Minister  of  Music  and  Youth  at  First  Baptist  Church.^ 

Steven  Neal  Jolly,  1990-2002 

Following  Thomas  Hinton' s  departure,  the  church  elected  Stephen  Jolly  as  Interim 
Youth  Director  beginning  November  1,  1990.^'^  A  native  of  Shelby,  North  Carolina,  Steve 
graduated  from  North  Carolina  State  University,  Raleigh,  in  1974,  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
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in  Speech  Communications.  In  1977  he  received  a  Master  of  Divinity  with  Rehgious 
Education  from  SEBTS,  Wake  Forest,  North  CaroHna.  Steve  had  served  in  various 
positions  in  Christian  ministry  since  1975  including  Minister  with  Youth  at  Hayes  Barton 
Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  1987-1988,  and  Associate  Pastor,  Lakeside  Baptist  Church, 
Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina,  1979-1987.^'^  When  Steve  began  his  employment  at  GFBC, 
he  was  working  on  his  doctorate  in  Sociology  at  North  Carolina  State  University. 

At  a  deacons'  meeting  on  November  6,  1990,  Dr.  Brewer  said  that  Steve  would 
bring  "both  maturity  and  integrity  to  the  job. "^'^  Steve's  writings  about  youth  in  The 
Enabler  indicated  that  he  brought  to  his  work  a  keen  understanding  of  what  it  means 
to  be  a  young  person  in  today's  world.  Steve  served  as  interim  director  until  1993 
when  he  agreed  to  become  part-time  Youth  Director.  Later,  the  church  voted 
unanimously  to  offer  Steve  the  full-time  position  of  Minister  to  Youth  and  Associate 
Pastor  beginning  June  30,  1994.^-*^ 

The  hiking  adventures  begun  in  the  1980s  continued  their  appeal  for  youth  during  and 
beyond  Steve  Jolly's  tenure.  However,  Steve  said  he  "wasn't  much  of  a  camper,""'  so  Mack 
and  Brenda  Thorpe  volunteered  to  lead  the  trips. 

In  1992,  14  boys  and  girls  had  signed  up  for  the  hike  when  the  Baptist  State  Men 
notified  the  church  that  they  could  not  sponsor  a  coeducational  trip.  Mack  said  that  there  was 
so  much  interest  in  the  trip  that  he  and  his  wife  Brenda  decided  to  take  the  boys  and  girls 
themselves.  First  they  had  to  rename  the  program.  The  coed  hiking  adventure  became 
Wilderness.  Adventure.  Leadership.  Christ.  (WALC).  Previously,  the  group  had  used 
equipment  furnished  by  the  Baptist  Men.  So,  when  having  no  equipment  presented  another 
obstacle,  the  group  overcame  the  problem  by  borrowing  the  necessary  items. 

Mack  spoke  enthusiastically  of  the  program  as  a  "spiritual  pilgrimage"  designed  to  help 
youth  grow  both  spiritually  and  physically.  He  said,  "In  the  wild,  the  rhythm  of  nature  is  so 
conducive  to  spirituality."  He  also  maintained  that  some  important  lessons  are  best  learned 
in  the  wilderness:  cooperation  with  fellow  hikers  and  endurance  to  keep  going  even  when 
the  campers  do  not  want  to  continue.  Mack  took  hikers  on  3 1  trips  during  the  period  of 
1992-2000."' 

Anna  Yeargan  hiked  with  the  group  for  the  first  time  in  the  summer  of  2004.  She  said, 
"It's  really  hard  but  a  great  experience.  We  hiked  17  miles  and  across  four  mountains.  At 
first  your  backpack  is  heavy,  but  it  gets  lighter  as  you  go  along  because  you  eat  your 
food.""^  Asked  if  she  would  go  again  next  year,  Anna  quickly  replied,  "Yes." 

Beth  Overby,  another  youth  participant,  said  that  each  hiker  receives  a  trail  name, 
"something  that  sticks  out  about  that  person  during  that  week,"  and  because  she  liked  the 
daisies  growing  along  the  way,  she  became  "Miss  Daisy."""  The  high  point  of  the  hike  for 
Beth  was  finally  getting  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

Michael  Crook,  a  seasoned  hiker  of  three  or  four  trips,  spoke  of  his  experiences  as  both 
physical  and  spiritual  pilgrimages.  He  said  that  although  the  trips  were  a  lot  of  fun, 
situations  arose  where  the  hikers  had  to  depend  on  others  within  the  group,  leading  the 
young  people  to  bond  with  each  other.  Michael  also  described  the  spiritual  quality  of  "being 
in  the  forest  that  has  never  been  touched."  During  nightly  devotional  periods  "you 
can  feel  the  presence  of  God.""^  At  the  end  of  the  trip,  the  hikers  were  treated  to  breakfast 
at  a  restaurant  in  Shatley  Springs,  near  West  Jefferson,  North  Carolina.  Michael  declared 
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that  the  food  was  good,  "but  even  if  it  weren't,  it  would  still  taste  good  after  being  out  on  the 
trail."'-' 

On  August  2, 1996,  Steve  Jolly  married  Sandra  Collie  Maldonado.'"  Their  combined 
family  consisted  of  Steve's  daughter  Jennifer  and  Sandra's  son  Thomas  and  her  twin 
daughters  Jennifer  and  Megan.  Sandra  and  her  children  quickly  became  a  part  of  Greenwood 
Forest's  church  family. 

In  addition  to  being  a  newlywed,  fathering  a  new  household,  and  working  full-time  at 
church,  Steve  continued  his  studies  at  North  Carolina  State  University.  He  received  his 
Doctorate  in  Sociology  in  the  fall  of  1999. 

While  serving  as  Youth  Director,  Steve  saw  the  advent  of  a  new  CBF  program  for 
teens.  The  program  called  Unidiversity  had  this  purpose:  "to  help  youth  see  themselves  as 
unique  individuals,  crafted  by  the  creative  power  of  a  loving  God  who  revealed  Himself  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  yet  a  member  of  God's  larger  church,  which  represents  many  gifts,  talents, 
styles  and  viewpoints. "'^^ 

Beginning  in  1 993  a  group  of  five  moderate  Baptist  churches  started  Unidiversity  with 
a  camp  at  Rome,  Georgia.  By  July  2002  twenty  churches  were  participating.  The  camp,  an 
annual  event,  took  place  in  June,  July,  or  August.  Teens  traveled  to  many  different  locations 
to  study  themes  relevant  to  young  people.  The  emphasis  of  the  twofold  program  was  to: 

bring  together  adolescents  from  diverse  backgrounds:  inner  city,  small  rural 
churches,  and  large  suburban  congregations—sometimes  with  different 
theological  viewpoints  and  various  worshiping  styles.  Possessing  different 
talents,  these  young  people  are  encouraged  to  recognize  their  own  uniqueness 
and  that  of  others  and  at  the  same  time  to  see  that  "there  can  be  unity  among 
God's  children  when  we  love  each  other  in  Jesus  Christ  and  celebrate  our 
diversity-UNI-DIVERSITY.'"'^ 

Brevard  College,  Brevard,  North  Carolina,  hosted  Unidiversity  in  1998.  Twenty-five 
teens  from  Greenwood  Forest  joined  teens  from  other  churches  in  contemplating  the  theme 
The  Gift  Goes  On.  After  the  group  returned,  Julie  McCutchen  explained  the  theme  in  the 
youth  newslQttQv  Parentline,  July  1998: 

As  the  week  progressed,  the  "gift"  was  revealed  in  the  worship  service. 
Throughout  the  week,  we  celebrated  Advent,  Christmas,  Lent,  Easter  and 
Pentecost.  The  "gift"  revealed  was  Jesus  Christ  and  God's  constant  love, 
dedication  and  forgiveness  for  everyone.  As  we  celebrated  each  holiday,  the 
missionaries,  preacher  and  musicians  expressed  God's  gifts  that  [H]e  gives 
us."« 

Julie  described  the  camp  as  a  unique  experience  where  young  people  learned  about  their  own 
individual  spiritual  gifts  "in  order  to  share  His  love  and  spread  His  word."  She  said  that  not 
only  did  they  grow  spiritually,  but  the  teens  also  made  and  strengthened  friendships."' 
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In  1999  the  group  attended  Unidiversity  at  Coastal  Carolina  College,  Myrtle  Beach, 
South  Carolina,  to  study  the  theme,  The  Main  Thing 's  the  Main  Thing.  Parentline  for  June 
of  that  year  recorded  the  event  in  the  following  way:  "Teens  from  moderate  churches  across 
four  states  join  in  a  special  week  of  growing  in  the  Christian  faith  and  having  fun.""^  The 
number  of  youth  attending  the  camps  grew.  In  2000  the  leaders  expected  to  have  in 
attendance  400  teens,  grades  6-12,  from  across  the  South.  That  year  thirty-nine  youths  and 
adults  from  Greenwood  Forest  went  to  Savannah  Street  University,  Savannah,  Georgia,  and 
reflected  on  the  theme,  No  Place  Like  Home.  Steve  Jolly,  commented  on  the  week,  "The 
energy  was  high,  the  fun  abundant  and  the  love  of  God  strongly  experienced.""^ 

In  2002  Unidiversity  took  place  at  Eastern  Mennonite  University,  Harrisonburg, 
Virginia,  where  youth  studied  the  theme  Facing  the  Fear  Factor^^^  and  in  2004  teens 
traveled  to  Flagler  College,  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  where  they  encountered  the  theme  Help 
Wanted,  a  program  designed  to  help  them  learn  how  to  "care  for  themselves  and  others.""^ 

Steve  provided  youth  with  another  opportunity:  he  started  a  drama  troupe  called  The 
Greenwood  Forest  Players.  He  stated  in  The  Enabler,  "Previous  experience  in  breathing  is 
the  only  requirement  for  joining  the  group. "^^^  And  some  young  people  found  a  new  interest: 
acting.  Under  Steve's  direction  the  troupe  presented  over  21  short  plays  emphasizing 
Christian  morals,  including  To  Bum  A  Witch,  A  Star  Too  Far,  and  Everyman. 

These  presentations  often  took  place  on  Sunday  evenings  in  the  sanctuary,  but 
sometimes  the  Players  performed  at  special  events  such  as  the  Valentine  Banquet  on 
February  13,  1994,  where  they  presented  Keep  Your  Halo  Straight,  a  comedy  dealing  with 
ethics  in  a  dating  relationship.  Kathryn  Lord,  who  performed  in  The  Stone  Congregation, 
described  the  futuristic  play  as  an  example  of  how  churches  become  museums.  The  plot 
shows  the  characters  touring  a  church  when  some  of  them  break  away  from  the  group  and 
wander  around.  The  wanderers  discover  that  the  congregation  is  frozen  like  stone.  ^"  During 
practices  Kathryn  said  that  she  especially  remembered  Steve  repeatedly  saying,  "s-l-o-w  and 
1-o-u-d." 

At  least  two  times  the  Players  participated  in  drama  festivals.  First,  on  October  9, 
1996,  the  drama  group  attended  "Curtain  Call,"  the  NC  Baptist  Arts  festival  in  Morganton, 
North  Carolina,  where  they  performed  The  Complete  History  of  The  Old  Testament  in  20 
Minutes. Second,  in  October  1999  the  troupe  participated  in  the  drama  festival  in 
Asheboro,  North  Carolina,  and  presented  70  Times  7  Equals  490--Then  Pow!,  a  play  aimed 
at  helping  the  audience  "understand  forgiveness  as  grace,  not  legalism.""'^  The  drama  group 
remained  active  for  about  seven  years. 

Ronda  Cole,  2002-2003 

Change  came  again  when  Steve  Jolly  resigned  as  Associate  Pastor/Minister  with  Youth 
effective  October  20, 2002,^'"'  to  become  Minister  of  Freemasons  Baptist  Church  in  Norfolk, 
Virginia.  The  members  rejoiced  with  Steve  at  fulfilling  his  desire  to  pastor  a  church  but  felt 
a  genuine  loss  at  his  leaving.  Ronda  Cole,  from  Apex,  North  Carolina,  had  served  two 
summer  internships  with  youth  at  GFBC  in  2001  and  2002.  Fortunately,  she  agreed  to 
stay  on  as  Interim  Youth  Director.  On  May  28,  2002,  Ronda  graduated  from  Campbell 
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University,  Buies  Creek,  North  Carolina,  with  a  B.S.  degree  in  mathematics  and  entered 
Duke  Divinity  School  that  fall. 

Despite  a  heavy  workload,  Ronda  proved  to  be  a  valuable  asset  as  interim  director.  She 
described  one  of  her  favorite  memories  while  serving  at  Greenwood  Forest: 

Retreats  have  become  the  places  where  most  memories  are  made.  These  are 
times  when  the  youth  are  able  to  relax  without  having  to  worry  about  trying 
to  act  properly.  During  one  Fall  Retreat  (November  2003),  I  had  planned  an 
afternoon  of  outside  activities,  many  of  which  were  messy.  One  activity 
involved  shaving  cream.  Teens  love  to  play  with  shaving  cream.  The  goal  of 
the  activity  was  for  them  to  find  hidden  Lego  pieces  in  piles  of  shaving  cream 
and  build  models.  However,  before  the  task  was  completed,  an  all-out 
shaving  cream  war  was  on.  Both  adults  and  youth  were  involved,  and  no  one 
was  left  unscathed.  All  of  us,  especially  the  adults,  were  covered  from  head 
to  toe.  This  "war"  gave  the  youth  the  opportunity  to  douse  the  adults  and 
each  other  with  shaving  cream.  The  adults  also  had  the  opportunity  to  get  the 
youth  and  each  other.  By  the  time  it  was  over,  everyone  was  laughing  and 
enjoying  each  other's  company.  Now,  if  I  mention  the  Fall  Retreat  of  2003 
the  youth  automatically  say  "remember  that  shaving  cream  fight?"  This  was 
one  of  those  bonding  moments  on  which  lasting  relationships  are  formed.^'" 

William  Thomason  and  Mandy  Gregory  reported  on  a  middle  school  retreat  held  at 
Camp  Willow  Run  on  Lake  Gaston  near  Littleton,  North  Carolina,  in  April  2003.  William 
described  their  amazement  at  seeing  an  early  1900s  train  "standing  motionless"  at  the  camp; 
later  and  much  to  the  group's  surprise  and  delight,  they  learned  that  they  would  be  sleeping 
in  assigned  boxcars.  Both  William  and  Mandy  commented  on  the  themes  for  the  sessions. 
William  said  that  the  theme  on  Friday  evening  revolved  around  wealthy  and  generous  people 
sharing  with  those  less  fortunate.^''^  Mandy  wrote  that  the  theme  on  Saturday  revealed, 
through  a  game  played  with  string,  where  "we  all  ended  up  connected  to  each  other,"  that 
"we  were  all  connected  through  God."^"*^ 

Besides  Ronda,  Greenwood  Forest  has  been  blessed  with  other  summer  youth  interns 
who  have  included:  Tim  McCutchen,  May  1997;  Scott  Bullard,  1998;  Scott  Chappell,  Aug. 
1998;  Helen  Lewis,  1999;  and  Scott  Chappell,  again  in  2000. 

Sports  have  remained  important  elements  of  the  youth  program.  In  2002-2003  the  RAs 
won  the  RBA  Senior  High  League  Basketball  Tournament.  For  many  years  the  RAs  have 
participated  in  numerous  tournaments  with  some  wins  and  some  losses. 

By  1996  Greenwood  Forest  sponsored  two  women's  youth  church  league  basketball 
teams,  but  later  the  coaches  decided  that  two  teams  stretched  the  talent  too  thin.  Coach 
David  Gregory  said  that  in  2004  ten  to  fifteen  youth  were  on  the  team,  which  was  open  to 
those  in  grades  6  through  12  who  were  in  the  youth  program.  The  teenagers  have  won 
championships  from  time  to  time;  for  example,  they  were  tournament  champions  in  2001, 
but  according  to  David,  the  main  emphasis  is  that  "Everyone  gets  to  play  and  have  a  good 
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time.  The  girls  help  each  other.  The  reward  comes  with  seeing  a  girl  become  a  better  player. 
Winning  is  a  bonus. "^^'^ 

Two  basketball  players,  Jordan  Edwards  and  Beth  Overby,  said  that  their  team  came 
in  second  in  the  2004  Girls'  Tournament.  They  agreed  that  the  highlight  of  the  season  was 
that  they  both  scored,  but  they  also  mentioned,  first  of  all,  that  they  "had  a  lot  of  fun."^'*^ 
Sarah  Edwards,  Jordan's  sister,  said  that  she  had  played  for  one  year,  and  that  "anyone  can 
do  it."^"*^  The  church,  in  2005,  also  sponsored  a  boys'  basketball  team  for  both  middle 
school  and  for  high  school,  and  a  coeducational  softball  team  in  the  summer. 

AprU  Michelle  Walker,  2004-2010 

Starting  the  church  year  2004-2005,  Greenwood  Forest  implemented  a  number  of  staff 
and  committee  changes,  one  of  which  expanded  the  Youth  Director's  responsibilities  to 
include  the  children's  ministries.  Following  the  search  committee's  recommendation,  the 
congregation  voted  to  hire  April  Walker  to  fill  this  challenging  position  of  Minister  to  Youth 
and  Children. 

April  came  with  an  impressive  list  of  credentials  and  experience.  From  East  Carolina 
University,  she  received  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Child  Life,  "a  field  of  study  that 
focuses  on  children  and  youth  dealing  with  illness,  injury,  and  life-threatening  diseases."  In 
2003  April  earned  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  McAfee  School  of  Theology,  Mercer 
University,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  She  was  ordained  as  a  minister  at  Zebulon  Baptist  Church,  her 
home  church,  Zebulon,  North  Carolina,  on  January  19  of  that  year.  Her  professional 
experience  included  working  for  more  than  nine  years  with  youth  and  children  in  numerous 
church-related  programs.^'*^ 

April  described  herself  as  a  moderate  Baptist  and  has  been  a  member  of  churches  that 
support  the  CBF.  Starting  work  at  Greenwood  Forest  on  May  6,  2004,  April  began  at  once 
to  design  a  program  that  would  build  on  itself  to  ease  the  transition  from  pre-school  to 
children  to  youth.  Commenting  on  the  youth  at  GFBC,  April  said  that  she  was  impressed  by 
their  immediate  acceptance  of  her,  and  right  away  she  planned  a  service  project  for  them.^"*^ 

On  September  12,  2004,  the  teens  took  part  in  a  Duke  Radiothon  to  raise  funds  for 
Duke  Children's  Hospital.  Some  youth  answered  telephones  while  others  helped  with  a 
Miracle  Fair  for  the  hospital.  They  helped  with  games,  entertainment,  and  errands,  and 
encouraged  the  hospitalized  children  to  participate  in  the  fun. 

On  September  17-19, 2004,  middle  school  youth  attended  a  retreat  at  Caswell,  and  on 
October  1 5- 1 7  of  the  same  year,  youth  of  all  ages  attended  a  retreat  at  Don  Lee  in  Arapahoe, 
North  Carolina,  for  a  "weekend  of  fun,  fellowship,  Bible  study,  and  reflection. "^''^ 

The  congregation  always  looked  forward  to  annual  Youth  Sundays,  when  the  teens 
conducted  the  entire  worship  service  and  Sunday  School.  The  youth  who  participated  in 
Youth  Sunday,  April  3,  2005,  spoke  about  the  spiritual  gifts  and  talents  that  God  gives  to 
everyone.  After  impressive  worship  services  of  beautiful  music  and  three  speakers,  the  youth 
taught  all  the  Sunday  School  classes.  Kim  Scott  and  Adam  Dixon  appeared  undaunted  as 
they  provided  the  Sunday  School  lesson  for  one  of  the  women's  classes.  Adam  said  that 
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teaching  gave  him  an  appreciation  for  his  own  Sunday  School  teachers  and  he  reahzed  that 
learning  has  no  age  limit.  Kim  described  the  experience  as  a  way  to  "lose  fear."  She  said 
that  if  the  youth  who  are  fearful  of  speaking  before  an  adult  Sunday  School  class  would  try 
it,  they  could  overcome  their  fear.  She  said  that  she  learned  that  youth  could  bond  with  older 
people.  Adam  added  that  youth  could  also  laugh  with  them.^^° 

Besides  Wilderness  Adventure  and  Unidi  versity,  other  youth  activities  remained  nearly 
the  same.  The  young  people  continued  to  participate  in  youth  week,  service  projects, 
retreats,  recreation,  lock-ins,  and  other  events.  The  youth  calendar  for  church  year  2005- 
2006  quickly  filled  up  with  activities,  and  it  looked  like  another  exciting  and  meaningful  year 
for  youth  at  Greenwood  Forest. 
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8.  Music 


Sing  psalms,  hymns,  and  sacred  songs;  sing  to  God 
with  thanksgiving  in  your  hearts. 
Colossians  3:16b  (TEV) 

Beginnings  of  a  Music  Program 

A  small  group  gathered  for  worship  each  Sunday  morning  in  the  early  1960s  in  the 
band  room  of  the  historic  school  building  at  the  end  of  Academy  Street.  With  joy  and 
enthusiasm  they  sang  the  great  hymns  and  gospel  songs  found  in  The  Broadman  Hymnal. 
A  volunteer  pianist  usually  accompanied  the  worshipers.  Sometimes  visiting  musicians  sang 
of  God's  love  and  grace.  For  the  most  part,  however,  the  musical  expressions  of  praise  and 
worship  came  from  the  body  of  faithfiil  members  who  believed  music  to  be  an  essential  part 
of  worship. 

Rachel  Tucker  agreed  to  serve  as  volunteer  choir  director  and  pianist/organist  when  her 
husband  came  as  pastor  of  the  new  church  in  April  1963.  A  dedicated  Christian  leader, 
Rachel  unselfishly  shared  her  talents  and  time  both  before  and  after  the  congregation 
occupied  its  first  building  on  the  campus  at  the  intersection  of  Kildaire  Farm  Road  and 
Maynard  Road.  The  church  sorely  missed  her  leadership  when  Dr.  Tucker  resigned  in  1 966 
and  they  moved  their  membership  to  First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh. 

After  the  Tuckers  left,  the  church  voted  to  employ  Barbara  Tilley  as  part-time  Director 
of  Music.^^'  She  filled  the  position  for  a  few  months  in  1967.  Virginia  Lambeth  served  as 
volunteer  organist,  Donna  Shreve  Strickland  as  assistant  organist,  and  Bonnie  Rogers  as 
pianist.  In  August  1967  Bob  Scalf,  a  member  of  the  adult  choir,  accepted  the  responsibility 
of  directing  the  adult  music  program.  At  the  beginning  of  September  1967,  Mrs.  Robert 
Harrell  became  the  organist.  She  was  followed  by  Geneal  Heatherley  who  was  hired  in 
November  as  organist  and  director  of  the  junior  choir.  Dorothy  Riddle  filled  the  position  of 
organist  for  a  short  time  in  1968.  Donna  stepped  in  as  organist  after  Dorothy  Riddle  resigned. 
Because  of  individual  circumstances,  several  of  the  early  music  leaders  served  for  only  brief 
periods  of  time.  Members  such  as  Bob  Scalf  and  Donna  Shreve  Strickland  who  were  willing 
to  fill  vacated  positions  on  a  temporary  basis  truly  blessed  the  church. 

Sixteen  people  comprised  the  adult  choir  in  1968  when  Carol  Brooker,  a  new  church 
member,  consented  to  serve  as  Director  of  Music.^"  Under  Carol's  direction  the  choir 
expanded  in  number  and  performed  advanced  musical  scores.  After  several  months  of 
service,  Carol  moved  in  the  fall  of  1969  to  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 
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Short-term  Staff 


Cynthia  Robinson,  with  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Church  Music  from  Salem  College, 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  and  a  wide  range  of  experience,  came  in  1970  to  direct 
Greenwood  Forest's  music  program.  Cynthia  directed  combined  church  choirs  in  the 
presentation  of  the  cantata  Childe  Jesus  in  December  of  that  year."^  The  following  spring 
she  directed  the  fledgling  youth  choir's  successful  presentation  of  Now  Hear  It  Again  to  an 
appreciative  audience  at  GFBC  and  also  to  inmates  at  Central  Prison,  Raleigh.""  During 
Cynthia's  stay  at  Greenwood  Forest,  two  organists  came  for  short  assignments:  Marilyn 
Clibum,  a  staff  member  of  Meredith  College,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  in  June  1970  and 
Linda  Oldham  in  March  1971.  Susan  Eagle,  a  music  student  at  Meredith  College,  replaced 
Linda  as  the  organist  in  November  1971. 

After  directing  the  choirs  for  little  more  than  a  year,  Cynthia  Robinson  resigned."^ 
The  church  then  asked  Dr.  Charles  Gatwood  of  the  Music  Department  of  the  BSCNC  to 
serve  during  the  fall  as  Interim  Director  of  Music,  working  primarily  with  the  adult  choir. 
The  church  benefited  again  from  Dr.  Gatwood's  assistance  when  he  came  for  short  periods 
of  service  during  times  when  the  church  was  without  a  music  director. 

The  Russell  Years 

On  December  7,  1971,  the  church  called  Robert  (Bob)  Russell  as  Director  of  Music 
to  be  responsible  for  two  children's  choirs,  the  youth  choir,  and  the  adult  choir."*  A  native 
of  Roanoke,  Virginia,  Bob  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  University,  Winston-Salem,  North 
Carolina,  with  a  major  in  religion  and  a  minor  in  music.  Before  he  joined  the  staff  of 
Greenwood  Forest,  he  was  Music  Director  of  Immanuel  Baptist  Chapel,  Pfafftown,  North 
Carolina."^  While  serving  at  GFBC  he  continued  his  education  and  received  a  Master  of 
Music  degree  in  Choral  Arts  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  in  May 
1975. 

During  Bob '  s  first  year  at  Greenwood  Forest,  Susan  Eagle  resigned.  Jeanne  Edwards 
filled  the  position  of  organist  for  several  months.  Dixie  Lee  McAlpin  followed  Jeanne. 
When  Dixie  Lee  resigned  in  1 974,  the  church  employed  Linda  Lloyd  Russell,  newly  married 
to  Bob. 

The  Russells  made  an  excellent  team.  Their  zeal  and  dedication  influenced  the 
quality  of  music  presented  by  the  different  choirs  of  Greenwood  Forest.  One  of  Bob's 
innovations  was  a  summer  recreation  and  music  appreciation  program  for  children  ages 
seven  through  eleven. 

In  1973  Bob  directed  the  adult  choir  in  the  presentation  of  Gloria,  the  inspirational 
music  of  Antonio  Vivaldi,  at  Greenwood  Forest  and  at  a  church  in  Roanoke,  Virginia.  This 
was  the  choir's  first  performance  in  Latin.  Other  performances  during  Bob's  tenure  included 
the  dramatic  and  powerful  The  Seven  Last  Words  of  Christ,  given  by  the  combined  adult 
and  youth  choirs  in  1974,  and  Tell  It  Like  It  Is,  a  folk  musical  presented  by  the  youth  choir 
in  June  1975  at  GFBC  and  at  Murdock  Center,  Butner,  North  Carolina. 
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When  Bob  accepted  the  position  of  Minister  of  Music  at  Mars  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
Mars  Hill,  North  Carolina,  he  and  Linda  submitted  their  resignations  to  GFBC.  In  a  called 
business  meeting  on  June  9,  1975,  the  church  accepted  their  resignations  and  voted  to  send 
them  a  letter  of  appreciation  for  their  outstanding  work.  The  church  honored  the  couple  with 
a  covered  dish  dinner  and  a  gift.  Rev.  Luther  Brewer  wrote  in  the  newsletter: 

Bob  takes  with  him  our  best  wishes  and  encouragement. ...  He  has  lifted  us 
musically  beyond  the  point  we  dreamed  we  could  go. .  .  .  Persons  who  were 
in  his  choirs  not  only  learned  how  to  better  use  their  talents,  they  were  taught 
why  they  were  singing.  Bob  also  takes  with  him  his  greatest  asset,  Linda 
Russell,  the  church  organist.^^^ 

After  the  Russells  resigned,  the  church  called  Jay  Brabban  as  Director  of  Music. ^  '^'^  Jay 
had  received  a  Bachelor  of  Music  degree  from  West  Virginia  University,  Morgantown,  West 
Virginia."^^°  He  held  the  position  at  GFBC  for  only  one  year,  during  which  time  Dixie  Lee 
McAlpin  again  became  church  organist. 

Jeneal  Teander  Fills  the  Void 

Following  Jay  Brabban's  resignation  in  1976,  Jeneal  Teander,  a  talented  and  faithful 
member  of  the  adult  choir,  filled  the  position  of  Interim  Director  of  Music  until  March  of  the 
following  year.  At  that  time  the  church  voted  to  change  his  assignment  to  Director  of 
Music. Jeneal  grew  up  in  Jacksonville,  North  Carolina.  He  earned  academic  degrees  at 
East  Carolina  University  and  earned  his  Ed.  D.  at  North  Carolina  State  University,  Raleigh, 
with  a  minor  emphasis  in  music  from  studies  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill.^^'^  His  experience  included  directing  choirs  and  school  bands. 

During  Jeneal  Teander's  tenure,  his  wife  Judy  ably  directed  the  children's  choirs.  She 
served  as  Children's  Choir  Coordinator  when  age  group  choirs  began  and  remained  in  that 
position  as  a  volunteer  for  several  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1977,  the  adult  choir  presented  Golgotha,  an  impressive  selection  of 
music  describing  the  last  days  of  Jesus  on  earth.  The  youth  choir  brought  to  those  assembled 
in  the  sanctuary  of  GFBC  a  Sunday  evening  presentation  of  Revelation,  a  musical  by  Mark 
Blankenship  combining  the  popular  music  of  the  day  with  an  enthusiastic  message. 

New  Personnel 

When  Dixie  Lee  McAlpin  resigned  as  organist,  Mary  Van  Derkam  served  in  that 
position  for  three  months  before  the  church  hired  Marcia  Nance  in  September  1977.^^'* 
Marcia  received  training  at  Richmond  Professional  Institute,  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  at 
Memphis  State  University,  Memphis,  Tennessee.  She  came  to  GFBC  with  several  years  of 
experience. 
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In  the  fall  of  1 977,  Hal  Melton,  already  serving  as  Youth  Minister,  added  the  duties  of 
Youth  Music  Director.  That  year  the  church  asked  Teri  Edwards  to  work  with  the  youth 
choir.  She  "grew  up"  in  GFBC,  majored  in  music  at  Meredith  College,  and  had  helped  with 
church  music  at  Greenwood  Forest  in  various  positions  as  a  volunteer.  Under  Hal's 
admirable  direction  and  with  Teri  as  accompanist,  the  youth  choir  successfully  presented 
several  programs  at  Greenwood  Forest  and  other  locations:  Olive  Chapel  Baptist  Church, 
Wake  County,  North  Carolina;  St.  Paul's  Christian  Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina;  and  as 
far  away  as  Hal's  home  church  in  Lancaster,  South  Carolina.  The  group  presented  Bright 
New  Wings  at  GFBC,  at  the  Cherokee  Indian  community  during  a  week  of  summer  Bible 
study,  and  at  Samarkand  Manor,  Pinehurst,  North  Carolina. 

Marcia  Nance  resigned  as  church  organist  in  the  spring  of  1978.  Betty  Dermis  filled 
the  position  on  an  interim  basis  from  Mother's  Day  Sunday,  May  1978,  until  the  following 
September  when  the  church  voted  to  call  her  as  organist.^^^  An  accomplished  musician,  she 
graduated  from  Meredith  College  with  a  major  in  organ.  Betty  brought  dedication  and 
discipline  to  her  assignment,  practicing  long  hours  at  the  church  on  weekends  and  during  the 
week  after  teaching  elementary  school  children  each  day. 

Praising  God  in  a  New  Setting  With  New  Hymnals 

In  August  1978  the  church  voted  to  purchase  500  copies  of  the  1975  edition  of  the 
Baptist  Hymnal  with  the  cost  to  be  included  in  the  furnishings  budget  for  the  new 
sanctuary.^''^  Some  members  contributed  funds  to  help  allay  the  expense  of  the  new  hymnals. 

Greenwood  Forest  observed  the  first  worship  service  in  the  new  sanctuary  on 
Decembers,  1978.  For  that  significant  service,  the  adult  choir  sang  Natalie  Sleeth's  "Joy 
in  the  Morning."  Although  the  installation  of  the  new  pipe  organ  was  not  yet  complete,  the 
day  was  truly  a  joyous  one  for  the  congregation. 

On  the  following  Sunday  evening,  December  1 0, 1 978,  the  Young  Musicians  and  the 
Music  Makers  (children's  choirs)  participated  in  a  Christmas  program.  Directed  by  Judy 
Teander  and  accompanied  by  Marjorie  Floyd,  32  children  presented  It's  Christmas  the 
World  Around.  The  children's  choirs  had  designed  and  colored  the  bulletins  for  the  service. 
The  installation  of  the  twenty-six  rank,  twenty-two  stop,  two  manual  organ  was  completed 
a  few  weeks  later.  The  exposed  pipes,  designed  in  contemporary  French  saw-tooth  style, 
provided  an  impressive  visual  accent  for  the  choir  area.  The  church  celebrated  the  new 
sanctuary  and  the  new  organ  with  music  of  praise  from  all  choirs  and  age  groups  on  Saturday 
evening,  April  21  and  Sunday  morning,  April  22,  1979. 

Changes,  Special  Music,  and  a  Grand  Piano 

Hal  Melton  resigned  early  in  1 979  as  Director  of  Youth  and  Youth  Music'**^  to  accept 
a  position  at  Memorial  Bapdst  Church,  Greenville,  North  Carolina.  The  church  youth  greatly 
missed  his  leadership.  Fortunately  for  Greenwood  Forest,  Jeneal  Teander  agreed  to  work 
with  the  youth  as  well  as  the  adults,  and  the  music  program  continued  to  be  strong. 
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In  business  meeting  May  13,  1979,  the  ciiurch  voted  unanimously  to  call  Bryan 
Chestnutt  to  the  newly  created  position  of  Minister  with  Youth  and  Youth  Music,  to  serve 
full-time  in  the  summer  and  part-time  during  the  school  year.  His  talent  and  adaptability 
enabled  him  to  ftinction  well  in  both  facets  of  the  position.  Under  Bryan's  direction,  the 
youth  choir  presented  Celebrate  Life,  a  gospel  rendering  that  included  music,  drama,  and 
dance.  This  stirring  and  popular  musical  was  presented  by  other  GFBC  youth  choirs  in  later 
years. 

On  December  2,  1979,  with  Dr.  Charles  Gatwood  directing,  the  Gary  Community 
Choir  presented  the  inspiring  music  of  Handel's  Messiah  to  an  overflow  audience  in  the 
sanctuary  of  Greenwood  Forest.  Those  who  attended  the  service  looked  forward  to  the  next 
presentation  of  the  circulating  community  production. 

The  choirs  expanded  as  the  congregation  grew.  Following  a  recommendation  from 
the  music  committee,  the  church  voted  to  raise  money  for  a  grand  piano  for  the  new 
sanctuary.^''^  When  funds  became  available  in  the  spring  of  1980,  the  music  committee 
selected  a  7-foot  4-inch  K.  Kawai  grand  piano.  The  instrument  enhanced  not  only  the  quality 
of  the  church's  music  but  the  sanctuary  setting  as  well. 

Choir  Expansion  and  Dinner  Theater 

Continuing  to  thrive  under  Jeneal  Teander's  direction,  the  adult  choir  led  the  music 
at  worship  services  each  Lord's  day  and  provided  special  music  for  seasonal  worship 
services.  In  May  1982  the  choir  participated  in  the  local  Festival  of  Choirs  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Cary.^^^ 

The  children's  choirs  received  increased  attention,  with  volunteer  teachers  and 
accompanists  added  for  children  four  and  five  years  of  age.  June  11,  1980,  brought  special 
recognition  to  the  Young  Musicians  (oldest  children's  choir)  for  outstanding  accomplishment 
when  they  presented  David 's  Hotshot  Slingshot.  In  June  of  1 982,  as  they  continued  to  do  on 
numerous  occasions,  the  children's  choirs  (Preschool  Choir,  Music  Makers,  and  Young 
Musicians)  provided  music  for  Sunday  worship.  Many  volunteers  have  helped  to  make  the 
children's  music  program  a  rewarding  venture  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  church.  And  what 
a  joy  it  is  to  hear  the  young  voices  singing  in  worship! 

When  Bryan  Chestnutt  resigned""  the  church  called  Thomas  Hinton  to  serve  as 
Minister  with  Youth  and  Youth  Music.  Directed  by  Thomas,  the  youth  choir  presented 
musicals  in  198 1  and  1982  at  Greenwood  Forest  and  at  Olive  Chapel  Baptist  Church,  Wake 
County,  North  Carolina.  In  December  1982  the  group  brought  a  musical  dinner  theater 
presentation.  Welcome  to  the  World.  It  was  a  great  success  and  a  harbinger  of  other  dinner 
theater  productions  in  years  to  come. 

Thomas  Hinton  Directs  Entire  Music  Program 

Jeneal  Teander  resigned  as  Director  of  Music  early  in  1 983.  Pastor  Brewer  stated  his 
sadness  on  accepting  Jeneal' s  resignation  and  thanked  him  for  "the  quality  music  he  has 
brought  to  the  church  for  the  past  six  years.""'  Charles  Story,  from  the  Music  Department 
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of  BSCNC,  served  on  an  interim  basis  for  a  few  weeks.  At  business  meeting  June  19,  1983, 
the  church  elected  Thomas  Hinton,  GFBC  Minister  of  Youth,  to  the  newly  created  position 
of  Minister  of  Youth  and  Church  Music.  During  his  last  year  as  a  student  at  Mars  Hill 
College,  Mars  Hill,  North  Carolina,  Thomas  had  directed  the  adult  choir  at  Calvary  Hill 
Baptist  Church,  Mars  Hill.  Following  his  graduation  in  1977,  he  served  for  one  year  as 
Minister  of  Music  and  Youth  at  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Whiteville,  North  Carolina."- 

Thomas  proved  to  be  an  enthusiastic  leader.  His  wife  Kim,  a  willing  volunteer  and 
trained  musician,  provided  piano  accompaniment  for  many  musical  endeavors.  Thomas 
arranged  Sunday  evening  hymn  festivals,  engaging  members  in  singing  old-time  hymns  and 
sometimes  featuring  music  by  church  families.  All  church  choirs  kept  busy  with  rehearsals, 
presentations  of  programs,  and  participation  in  Sunday  worship  services. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  1985  was  the  production  of  Mandy's  Rainbow?''^  The 
musical  drama  is  a  story  of  the  hiring  of  a  new  church  choir  accompanist  (Mandy)  whose 
husband  is  tragically  killed  in  an  airplane  crash.  Mandy  is  pregnant,  and  the  church  nurtures 
her  during  her  difficult  time.  A  love  interest  develops  between  Mandy  and  the  choir  director 
(Alan).  The  two-act  musical  written  by  Jeneal  Teander  was  presented  at  GFBC  on  three 
evenings  in  December  by  a  cast  of  21,  plus  the  Music  Makers  and  the  Young  Musicians. 
Youth  and  adults  from  Greenwood  Forest  and  drama  students  from  Apex  High  School 
comprised  the  cast.  Visiting  area  musicians  joined  in  providing  accompaniment. 

In  September  1 987  the  newly  formed  handbell  choirs  (one  adult  group  and  one  youth 
group)  got  off  to  a  good  start  under  the  direction  of  Judy  Teander.  The  number  of  handbell 
ringers  increased,  and  they  participated  in  worship  services  both  alone  and  with  vocal  choirs. 
In  December  of  that  year,  as  in  most  other  years,  the  adults,  youth,  and  children  enjoyed 
Christmas  caroling. 

In  1988  and  1989,  in  addition  to  Thomas  Hinton  and  Betty  Dennis,  17  persons  were 
volunteering  as  directors,  leaders,  and  accompanists  in  the  music  program. 

In  April  1990  the  youth  choir,  directed  by  Thomas  Hinton  and  accompanied  by  Kim 
Hinton,  presented  the  exuberant  musical,  Live  It  to  the  Max.  Almost  four  months  later,  after 
more  than  10  years  at  Greenwood  Forest,  Thomas  resigned. 

Interim  Leadership  and  Two  Resignations 

In  business  meeting  September  9,  1990,  the  church  named  Teri  Edwards  as  Interim 
Youth  Choir  Director.^^"*  Teri,  who  has  served  at  various  times  as  accompanist  or  director 
of  almost  every  choral  group  in  the  church,  directed  the  youth  choir  in  the  presentation  of 
Light  Your  World  in  May  1991.  Dr.  Brewer  termed  the  musical  effort  "a  tremendous  job, 
giving  evidence  of  the  group's  commitment  and  enthusiasm  of  communicating  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.""' 

Also  in  September  1990,  the  church  selected  Michelle  Farrier  as  Interim  Minister  of 
Music."*'  Michelle  received  her  training  at  Westminster  Choir  College,  Princeton,  New 
Jersey,  and  at  Meredith  College,  Raleigh.  Her  experience  included  directing  church  choirs 
and  serving  as  a  music  specialist  in  the  Wake  County  Public  School  System.  Under  her 
conscientious  direction,  the  adult  choir  performed  faithfully  each  week,  and  all  choirs 
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continued  weekly  practice.  In  January  1992,  after  16  months  of  service,  Michelle  Farrier 
resigned  as  Interim  Minister  of  Music. 

In  February  1992  Betty  Dennis  resigned  her  position  as  organist.  In  her  letter  of 
resignation,  Betty  wrote,  "Thank  you  for  allowing  me  to  represent  you  for  more  than  13  Vi 
years.  I  love  you."  Betty's  leaving  brought  a  sadness  tempered  with  a  sense  of  gratitude  for 
her  faithful  service  to  Greenwood  Forest.  Dr.  Brewer  wrote,  "Betty  Dennis  feels  very  keenly 
that  it  is  the  will  of  God  for  her  to  step  down  as  church  organist.  While  we  honor  her 
decision,  we  .  .  .  have  .  .  .  feelings  of  regret  and  sadness.  .  . 

First  Full-time  Minister  of  Music 

In  1 992  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  called  F.  Clark  Sorrells  as  its  first  full-time 
Minister  of  Church  Music."^  A  native  of  Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  Clark  had  completed  an 
undergraduate  degree  at  Carson  Newman  College,  Jefferson  City,  Tennessee,  and  had 
received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Divinity  in  Church  Music  from  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  GFBC,  he  served  as 
Minister  of  Music  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  for  four  years."''  A  talented 
musician  with  a  clear  tenor  voice,  Clark  brought  a  marked  discipline  to  his  work.  Clark's 
wife  Karen,  also  a  skilled  musician,  helped  with  the  music  program  as  a  director  and 
accompanist. 

Soon  after  coming  to  GFBC,  Clark  presented  a  five-year  plan  for  the  music  program 
and  expressed  his  feelings  about  music  ministry:  "Church  music  should  always  seek  to 
glorify  the  Creator . . .  the  presenters  of  church  music  are  simply  instruments  by  which  God's 
glory  and  truth  are  made  known. "^^^  All  music  groups  experienced  a  busy  summer  and  fall, 
rehearsing,  getting  acquainted  with  their  new  leaders,  and  preparing  music  for  the  Christmas 
season. 

Shortly  after  the  Sorrells  arrived,  the  church  welcomed  Sarah  Rogers  as  church 
organist.^^'  Trained  at  Florida  State  University,  Tallahassee,  Florida,  she  had  served  GFBC 
as  guest  organist  for  four  months  and  previously  had  served  several  churches  in  a  variety  of 
leadership  roles. 

Many  Musical  Experiences 

On  Sunday,  December  1 6, 1 992,  members  and  visitors  at  Greenwood  Forest  enjoyed 
Images  of  Christmas:  a  Symphony  of  Carols.  The  North  Carolina  Symphony  String 
Ensemble  joined  the  adult  choir  in  presenting  the  concert  of  worship.  Symphony  members 
would  come  again  at  later  dates  for  other  presentations. 

In  January  1993  Clark  initiated  Fourth  Sunday  Gathering,  a  Sunday  evening  time  of 
fellowship,  prayer,  and  music  for  the  entire  church  family.  On  a  Sunday  evening  in  February 
1993,  a  congregational  "PraiSing"  with  the  GFBC  orchestra  and  all  of  the  vocal  choirs 
celebrated  the  dedication  of  450  copies  of  the  1991  edition  of  The  Baptist  Hymnal  as 
memorial  and  honorary  gifts.  Along  with  the  "old  favorites,"  the  hymnal  also  included 
contemporary  texts. 
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During  Clark's  five-year  tenure  as  Minister  of  Church  Music,  members  of  all  musical 
groups  had  the  opportunity  to  stretch  their  capabilities.  In  addition  to  routine  rehearsals  and 
participation  in  regular  worship  services,  in  revival  services,  and  in  Easter  and  Christmas 
services,  they  also  took  part  in  summer  classes,  festivals,  tours,  workshops,  and  retreats. 
Music  Week  at  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Assembly  at  Fort  Caswell,  North  Carolina,  had 
long  been  a  popular  annual  event  for  the  youth  and  the  adult  choirs  and  continued  to  be  so. 

In  October  1993  Clark  initiated  the  GFBC  Concert  Series  with  music  by  the  New 
Horizon  Singers  from  North  Carolina  State  University.  Three  of  the  subsequent  Concert 
Series  presentations  were: 

1.  Saxophone  music  by  Robert  Williams  in  April  1994 

2.  The  Majesty  and  the  Glory,  a  concert  of  familiar  hymns,  gospel  songs, 
and  choruses  by  the  adult  choir  and  orchestra  and  members  of  the  North 
Carolina  Symphony  String  Ensemble  in  1995 

3.  Christmas  concert  in  1996  featuring  Anita  Burroughs-Price,  North 
Carolina  Symphony  harpist,  and  GFBC  musicians 

New  Organists  and  New  Horizons 

After  almost  two  years  of  excellent  service  as  church  organist,  Sarah  Rogers  resigned. 
She  was  honored  at  a  music  ministry  banquet  on  June  5,  1994,  prior  to  her  last  day  as 
accompanist  at  Sunday  services.  Sue  Crocker  served  as  interim  organist  for  several  months. 
When  Sue  left  the  position  in  September,  the  church  voted  to  employ  Jodi  Adams  as  interim 
organist  for  six  months.^^- 

During  the  fall  of  1 995 ,  Clark  directed  the  music  programs,  Jodi  served  as  organist,  and 
Karen  Sorrells  served  as  pianist.  The  musicians  of  the  church  observed  a  schedule  of 
rehearsals  for  all  choirs,  the  adult  ensemble,  the  orchestra,  and  the  recorder  consort.  Each 
group  contributed  to  worship  services  on  a  regular  basis. 

At  a  business  conference  on  March  10,  1996,  the  music  council  enthusiastically 
recommended  that  the  church  call  Jodi  Adams  as  church  organist  following  her  interim 
service.  "The  members  [who  were]  present  responded  with  a  healthy,  unanimous  '  Yes! 
and  Jodi  accepted  this  call. 

Greenwood  Forest  musicians,  both  adult  and  youth,  presented  noteworthy  performances 
in  1996.  In  February  the  adult  handbell  choir  attended  a  festival  in  Winston-Salem,  North 
Carolina.  The  group  was  selected  by  audition  to  be  one  of  only  eight  choirs  to  present  an 
individual  selection  at  this  event.  Forty-six  of  the  youth  choir  members  led  in  music  at  the 
Saturday  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  held  in  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina,  March  22-23,  1996.  In  June  the  youth  choir  went  on  tour,  singing  at 
churches  in  four  states  and  at  Disney  World.  The  group  presented  their  concert  at 
Greenwood  Forest  on  June  23. 
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In  October  1996  the  senior  adult  choir  sang  for  the  first  time  at  the  early  morning 
worship  service.  Under  Clark  Sorrell's  direction  and  with  Marjorie  Floyd's  piano 
accompaniment,  the  newly  formed  group  practiced  before  senior  adult  luncheons  on 
Wednesdays.  Though  quite  small  at  first,  the  choir  increased  in  number  and  improved  the 
quality  of  their  performances. 

Continuing  Accomplishment  and  Another  Farewell 

At  church  business  conference  in  February  1997,  the  church  voted  to  establish  a  new 
position  of  Middle  School  Choir  Director.  This  action  resulted  from  the  reorganization  of  the 
youth  groups  based  on  age  categories  of  middle  school  and  high  school.  Karen  Sorrells 
accepted  the  invitation  to  fill  the  position.  She  had  served  previously  on  a  volunteer  basis. 

Directed  by  Karen  Sorrells,  the  Southern  Piedmont  Children's  Choir,  an  auditioned 
group  of  65  voices,  presented  a  concert  of  sacred,  folk,  and  classical  music  at  Greenwood 
Forest  on  the  first  day  of  June  at  7:00  PM.  Also  in  June,  the  GFBC  youth  choir  sang  eleven 
times  at  the  national  meeting  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Dr.  Luther  Brewer  stated,  "They  were  outstanding  ...  I  grinned  my  way  through  dozens  of 
comments  and  numerous  accolades. "^^"^ 

All  too  soon,  it  seemed,  the  Sorrells  were  leaving.  After  a  little  more  than  five  years 
of  exceptional  leadership,  they  resigned.^**'  At  their  request  the  church  ordained  them  to  the 
gospel  ministry  before  they  went  to  their  new  work  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Asheville,  North 
Carolina. 

Senior  adult  choir  rehearsals  and  performances  continued  under  Katherine  Booker's 
direction.  The  group  sang  occasionally  throughout  the  year  at  early  Sunday  morning  worship 
services.  Volunteers,  responding  to  the  need  as  always,  stepped  in  to  help  with  the  other 
musical  groups. 

Following  the  Sorrell's  departure,  the  church  voted  to  offer  Donna  Thomas  of  Fuquay- 
Varina,  North  Carolina,  the  position  of  Interim  Minister  of  Music,  the  position  "to  terminate 
when  a  permanent  fiill-time  person  is  hired."^^*  She  graduated  from  Asbury  College, 
Wilmore,  Kentucky,  and  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Donna  had  served  as  Minister  of  Music  at  two  Baptist  churches  in  Kentucky  and 
coordinated  the  children's  choirs  at  Our  Savior  Lutheran  Church,  Raleigh.  Donna  served 
admirably  as  Interim  Minister  of  Music  for  about  six  months.  Upon  leaving  she  accepted  a 
gift  of  appreciation  from  grateful  members. 

Sacred  Dance:  Another  Way  to  Worship 

In  January  1998  Sandra  Jolly  formed  a  small  group  interested  in  sacred  dance  as  a  part 
of  worship.  In  April  1998  Jessica  Schested,  experienced  in  the  field  of  sacred  dance, 
conducted  a  workshop  at  Greenwood  Forest.^^^  The  dancers,  coordinated  initially  by  Sandra 
and  later  by  Revina  Mellnik,  added  a  meaningfiil  dimension  to  services  at  GFBC.  Faye  Beal, 
one  of  the  adult  members  of  the  beginning  group,  remembered  that  their  team  was  the  first 
ever  to  dance  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  Performing  with  the 
Baptist  State  Singers,  they  gave  an  interpretation  of  "To  Love  Our  God."  Faye  stated: 
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To  be  able  to  interpret  a  song  through  dance  is  a  profoundly  moving 
experience  for  me.  ...  I  never  dreamed  that  I  would  have  the  opportunity 
to  combine  my  love  of  dance  and  interpretation  with  my  love  of  God. 
Greenwood  Forest  seems  to  open  its  arms  to  the  many  faces  of  love  for  our 
Lord,  and  dance  is  just  one  of  those.^*^** 

Greenwood  Forest  Calls  David  Mellnik 

The  church  called  David  Mellnik,  a  native  of  Hominy,  North  Carolina,  to  the 
position  of  Minister  of  Music  to  begin  his  duties  on  April  13,  1998.^**^  A  graduate  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  David  studied  on  a  full 
scholarship  at  the  Manhattan  School  of  Music,  New  York  City,  before  entering  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  After  graduation  from  Southern 
Seminary,  he  served  first  as  Minister  of  Music  at  McLean  Baptist  Church,  McLean,  Virginia, 
where  he  was  ordained  as  a  Christian  minister.^^*^  He  also  served  as  Minister  of  Music  at 
Sterling  United  Methodist  Church,  Sterling,  Virginia.  David's  education  and  leadership 
experience,  replete  with  numerous  awards  and  honors,  impressed  the  search  committee. 
After  meeting  with  him  the  group  knew  they  had  found  an  outstanding  leader  for  the  music 
program  at  GFBC. 

Shortly  before  beginning  his  work  at  Greenwood  Forest,  David  expressed  some  of  his 
philosophy  concerning  music  and  worship  in  the  church  newsletter:  "I  believe  that  there  is 
a  mysterious  part  of  God  that  is  beyond  description  with  words,  and  that  the  similarly 

mysterious  part  of  music  points  toward  that  part  of  God  I  believe  that  only  the  best  music 

is  appropriate  for  the  praise  and  worship  of  God."^^' 

David  and  his  wife  Revina  were  guests  of  honor  at  a  "get  acquainted"  reception  in  the 
fellowship  hall  on  May  17.  Members  welcomed  the  Mellniks  and  realized  immediately  that 
both  of  them  would  be  strong  leaders  in  the  music  program  and  in  the  life  of  Greenwood 
Forest.  They  were  both  soon  hard  at  work.  David  urged  members  to  share  their  talents  in 
music  ministry. 

In  the  summer  of  1998,  as  in  subsequent  years,  David  courageously  invited  members 
of  the  congregation,  regardless  of  their  ability  to  sing,  to  attend  choir  rehearsal  and  help  with 
summer  worship.^"^'  Revina,  newly  named  Children's  Choir  Coordmator,  welcomed  children 
three  years  old  through  fifth  grade  to  the  children's  choir  kickoff. 

During  the  summer  a  group  of  thirteen  attended  Children's  Choir  Camp  at  Wingate 
University,  Wingate,  North  Carolina,  for  a  week  of  singing,  Bible  study,  and  recreation. 
They  joined  in  concert  on  Friday,  July  31.  In  August  the  youth  choir  (rising  6th  graders 
through  high  school  seniors)  attended  a  choir  retreat  in  Boone,  North  Carolina.  The  retreat 
afforded  opportunities  for  getting  better  acquainted,  planning,  and  learning  some  new  music 
for  the  coming  year. 

On  Sunday  evening,  November  8,  1998,  David  Mellnik,  Jodi  Adams,  and  Roberta 
Thomason  from  Greenwood  Forest  joined  the  Concert  Singers  of  Gary  in  an  all-Brahms 
concert  at  the  Gary  Community  Center.  The  next  day,  David,  Whit  Binz,  and  Charles  Lord, 
members  of  GFBC  instrumental  ensemble,  played  in  the  orchestra  for  worship  at  the  BSCNC 
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meeting  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina.  Sharing  the  joy  of  music  with  folk  in  and  from 
other  places  has  continued  at  GFBC. 

A  New  Tradition 

At  eleven  o'clock  worship  on  Sunday,  December  13,1 998,  David  Mellnik  directed  the 
GFBC  adult  choir  and  brass  players  from  the  North  Carolina  Symphony  Orchestra  in 
Christmas  Cantata,  by  Daniel  Pinkham.  Jodi  Adams  was  at  the  organ.  The  celebrative 
cantata  is  "an  arrangement  of  one  of  the  great  Christmas  texts  in  a  rhythmic,  dynamic  choral 
and  brass  and  organ  setting."^^^ 

Following  the  cantata  and  the  benediction,  members  of  the  congregation  joined  the 
choir  in  the  joyous  singing  of  the  "Hallelujah  Chorus"  from  Handel's  Messiah.  The 
participation  of  church  members  in  this  wonderfUl  music  of  praise  has  become  a  Christmas 
season  tradition  at  Greenwood  Forest. 

Concerts,  Innovations,  and  a  Change  in  Personnel 

Praising  God  in  two  distinct  styles  of  music,  in  May  1999  the  adult  choir  offered 
Collision  of  Contrasting  Masses,  designed  to  celebrate  the  wide  diversity  of  styles  in  church 
music.  Members  of  the  North  Carolina  Symphony  String  Ensemble  joined  talented 
Greenwood  Forest  musicians  in  presenting  the  moving  concert. 

Children  and  youth,  as  well  as  adults,  kept  active.  In  May  1999  the  combined 
children's  choirs  gave  a  delightful,  colorful  presentation  of  A  Technicolor  Promise.  In  June 
thirty-six  members  of  the  youth  choir,  accompanied  by  six  adults,  made  an  eight-day  journey 
to  give  five  concerts.  Donations  at  these  concerts  benefitted  the  Eastern  North  Carolina 
chapter  of  the  Make- A- Wish  Foundation.  As  fall  and  the  new  1999-2000  church  year 
approached,  David  Mellnik  stated,  "The  music  ministry  at  Greenwood  Forest  is  dedicated 
to  leading  others  in  worship  through  music  and  enabling  people  to  effectively  develop  and 
use  their  gifts  in  the  praise  and  glory  of  God.""^  Nineteen  choirs  rehearsed  on  a  regular  basis 
and  performed  at  many  events. 

Fall  brought  another  personnel  change.  After  four  years  of  proficient  service  as  church 
organist,  Jodi  Adams  resigned."^  She  accepted  the  position  as  Assistant  Minister  of  Music 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Cary.  Although  reluctant  to  see  her  leave,  members  of  Greenwood 
Forest  wished  her  well  in  her  new  place  of  service.  By  the  end  of  October,  GFBC  was 
fortunate  once  again  to  find  a  well-trained  and  accomplished  organist.  Helen  Bishop  earned 
academic  degrees  at  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin  and  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill.  She  continued  to  serve  as  band  director  at  Ligon  GT  Magnet 
School,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina."** 

During  the  1999  Christmas  season,  all  musical  groups  of  the  church  contributed  to 
worship  services.  The  adult  handbell  choir,  brass  ensemble,  and  sacred  dance  team  led  the 
Hanging  of  the  Green  service  on  November  28.  During  the  season  of  Advent,  different  vocal 
and  instrumental  groups  celebrated  themes  of  hope,  peace,  joy,  and  love  on  Sunday 
mornings.  On  December  19  at  the  morning  worship  hour,  the  combined  youth  and  adult 
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choirs  and  the  brass  ensemble  presented  John  Rutter's  Gloria,  a  favorite  of  music  lovers  at 
Greenwood  Forest.  The  two  Christmas  Eve  worship  services  drew  more  than  700  attendees. 

Some  Memorable  Presentations 

On  Sunday,  May  7, 2000,  the  adult  choir  presented  The  Peaceable  Kingdom,  a  dramatic 
work  by  the  20th  century  composer  Randall  Thompson.  Thompson's  inspiration  came  from 
a  painting  of  the  same  name  by  Quaker  preacher  and  painter,  Edward  Hicks.  Coming  from 
the  prophet  Isaiah,  the  text  for  the  music  contrasts  the  blessings  of  the  righteous  with  the 
sufferings  of  the  wicked.^"  Greenwood  Forest  held  a  joyous  celebration  on  Sunday,  May  2 1 , 
2000.  Participating  were  all  church  vocal  choirs,  handbell  choirs,  the  recorder  consort,  the 
brass  ensemble,  the  sacred  dance  group,  the  instrumental  ensemble,  the  women's  ensemble, 
and  the  youth  ensemble.  Music  of  praise  from  different  times  and  cultures  filled  the 
sanctuary.  Following  the  celebration,  the  audience  and  the  musicians  enjoyed  an  ice  cream 
social. 

Five  quite  diverse  musical  programs  occurred  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  2001: 

1.  At  the  Fourth  Sunday  Fellowship  in  March,  organist  Helen  Bishop's 
students  in  concert  band,  symphonic  band,  and  jazz  band  at  Ligon 
GT  Magnet  School,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  presented  a  program  of 
enjoyable  music. 

2.  In  April  the  children's  choirs  (Young  Musicians  and  Music  Makers) 
presented  The  Tale  of  Three  Trees,  Allen  Pote's  interpretation  about 
three  trees  whose  wishes  come  true  in  a  most  surprising  way. 

3.  On  the  first  Sunday  evening  of  May,  the  adult  choir,  directed  by  David 
Mellnik,  presented  Sing  for  the  Cure:  A  Proclamation  of  Hope,  written 
by  Pamela  Martin.  David  Crabtree,  WRAL-TV  anchorman;  Andi  Dixon, 
co-chairperson  of  the  2001  Triangle  Race  for  the  Cure;  and  several  guest 
vocalists  helped  with  the  production.  Members  of  Greenwood  Forest's 
sacred  dance  team  also  participated.  Love  offerings  were  given  to  the 
Susan  G.  Komen  Breast  Cancer  Foundation. 

4.  On  Friday,  June  8,  the  youth  choir  began  a  summer  tour  with  a  concert 
at  Mount  Sylvan  United  Methodist  Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina. 
Sharing  their  faith  through  music,  the  group  sang  at  several  churches 
before  they  arrived  inWashington,D.C.  There  they  met  other  Christian 
youth  groups  and  sang  on  the  Capitol  steps. 

5.  On  Sunday  evening,  June  24,  the  Triangle  Brass  Band  came  to  GFBC 
for  the  first  time.  The  group  of  38  brass  and  percussion  players  gave  an 
impressive  concert  of  sacred,  classical,  and  secular  music. 
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Mass  of  the  Dead 

On  Palm  Sunday,  April  13,  2003,  the  Greenwood  Forest  adult  choir  and  chamber 
orchestra  presented  Requiem,  Opus  48,  by  Gabriel  Faure.  This  cantata,  a  "mass  of  the  dead," 
was  designed  primarily  for  use  in  liturgical  worship  and  was  presented  in  Latin.  Visiting 
instrumentalists  performed  during  the  presentation.  Requiem  is  a  work  "centered  on  the  idea 
of  peace,  pardon,  hope,  and  eternal  rest  as  opposed  to  hellfire,  judgment,  and  damnation 
.  .  .  to  help  us  look  past  our  own  suffering  and  death  to  God's  promise  of  eternal  life  and 
rest."^'^ 

Visiting  Musicians 

The  church  continued  to  host  visiting  musical  groups  during  the  early  part  of  the  new 
millennium.  In  December  2001  The  Gary  Community  Choir,  which  included  several 
Greenwood  Forest  musicians,  again  presented  Handel's  Messiah.  The  music  was  enhanced 
by  North  Carolina  Symphony  instrumentalists,  who  also  assisted  in  the  presentation  of 
Vivaldi's  Gloria  that  same  month. 

On  January  21,  2002,  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Singers,  a  group  of  140  full-time 
ministers  of  music,  church  staff  members,  and  some  of  their  spouses,  presented  a  concert  of 
sacred,  choral,  and  instrumental  music  at  Greenwood  Forest.  Neal  Eller,  Jr.,  from  the  Church 
Music  Department  of  the  BSCNC,  directed  the  group  that  included  several  vocalists  from 
GFBC. 

On  Sunday,  March  10,  2002,  members  of  the  youth  choir  from  First  Baptist  Church, 
Danville,  Virginia,  joined  the  Greenwood  Forest  youth  choir  in  the  music  of  worship.  The 
group  came  as  participants  in  a  "youth  choir  exchange."  Greenwood  Forest  youth  had 
rehearsed  and  sung  with  the  Danville  group  at  their  church  a  few  weeks  earlier. 

In  the  summer  of  2002,  the  church  welcomed  two  visiting  groups  who  shared  quite 
different  musical  programs  with  members  of  GFBC.  In  June  the  youth  choir  from  First 
Baptist  Church,  Huntsville,  Alabama,  presented  an  evening  concert  of  sacred  music.  The 
occasion  provided  an  opportunity  for  GFBC  youth  to  interact  again  with  their  contemporaries 
from  another  church.  In  July  the  34-member  volunteer  orchestra  from  Hugenot  Road  Baptist 
Church,  Richmond,  Virginia,  performed  in  a  Saturday  evening  concert.  Greenwood  Forest 
was  part  of  their  tour  of  churches  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

In  February  2004  the  Chamber  Choir  and  Concert  Choir  from  Mars  Hill  College,  Mars 
Hill,  North  Carolina,  gave  a  Sunday  evening  concert  in  the  church  sanctuary.  Joel  Reed 
directed  the  musicians.  A  reception  followed  the  concert  with  more  "casual"  music  provided 
by  GFBC  choir  members. 

December  2004  brought  another  special  group  to  the  church.  On  December  10  at  7:00 
PM,  the  community-based  42-member  Cary  Children's  Concert  Choir  presented  the  holiday 
concert  Light  of  the  Season.  Through  a  wide  variety  of  music  from  different  cultures,  the 
group  explored  the  joys  of  the  Christmas  season. 
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Classes  and  Conferences 


Some  of  GFBC's  earlier  music  directors  had  conducted  summer  music  classes.  David 
Mellnik  continued  the  practice  in  2002  and  2004  "to  enable  members  of  Greenwood  Forest 
Baptist  Church  to  worship  God  with  a  more  joyful  noise."  Classes  included  basic  music 
theory,  conducting,  vocal  techniques,  beginning  handbells,  handbell  techniques,  beginning 
recorders,  and  beginning  Orff.  Talented  GFBC  volunteers  helped  provide  instruction. 

In  addition  to  participating  in  classes  at  church,  a  number  of  GFBC  musicians  and 
leaders  attended  conferences  at  the  beach  at  Fort  Caswell,  North  Carolina,  in  the  mountains 
at  Montreat  Conference  Center  near  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  and  at  Caraway  Conference 
Center  near  Asheboro,  North  Carolina.  While  learning  and  gleaning  new  ideas,  they  also 
enjoyed  interchange  with  other  musicians. 

Voices  of  the  Young 

The  voices  of  youth  and  children  have  graced  many  services  of  worship  at  Greenwood 
Forest.  As  these  eager  young  persons  rehearsed  and  sang,  they  not  only  experienced  worship 
through  music,  they  also  brought  blessings  to  those  who  listened  to  them. 

In  recent  years  several  Greenwood  Forest  youth  have  auditioned  for  and  have  been 
accepted  into  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  All-State  Youth  Choir.  This  was  a  great  honor  for 
these  individuals  as  well  as  for  the  church.  Those  who  were  selected  had  the  opportunity  of 
joining  together  with  other  youth  from  across  the  state  in  rehearsals,  prayer  times,  and 
concert  tours  throughout  the  state. 

Greenwood  Forest  youth  who  have  participated  in  the  All-State  Choir  through  2005 
include: 

Joey  Adcock  in  2000  Mary  Lord  in  2005 

Kathryn  Lord  in  2003  Steven  Thomason  in  2005 

Jordan  Wilson  in  2003  William  Thomason  in  2005 

Alison  Scott  in  2003 ,  2004  and  2005 

When  asked  about  his  participation  with  the  All-State  Choir,  Jordan  Wilson 
commented,  "It  was  a  really  great  experience—meeting  other  Christian  youth  from  over  the 
state,  singing,  and  touring  with  them.  I  would  encourage  other  high  school  youth  to  audition 
for  the  group."  Jordan  was  honored  in  2001  when  he  attended  the  Choral  Association 
meeting  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He  said  that  all  music  is  done  well  at  Greenwood  Forest  and 
that  the  music  program  is  the  best  church  music  program  of  any  he  knows  about.^""  A 
talented  vocalist,  Jordan  received  a  scholarship  from  Eastman  School  of  Music  in  Rochester, 
New  York,  and  became  a  student  there  in  the  fall  of  2004. 
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The  Choir  Sings  in  England 


Members  of  the  Greenwood  Forest  Adult  Choir  joined  choirs  from  eight  other  North 
Carolina  CBF  churches  in  musical  presentations  at  the  Baptist  World  Centenary  Congress 
convenedby  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  in  Birmingham,  England,  July  27-31, 2005.  After 
an  invitation  from  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  David  Mellnik  assembled  the  North  Carolina 
choir  and  planned  rehearsals.  He  and  Mary  Alice  Seals,  Music  Minister  at  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  co-directed  the  combined  choir  of  65  in  performances 
before  large  audiences  in  the  Birmingham  Symphony  Hall  and  at  other  locations. 

Consistent  with  the  BWA  Congress  theme  of  Jesus  Christ  Living  Water,  the  choir's 
repertoire  contained  many  images  of  water.  The  group's  presentations  included  a  medley  by 
Baptist  hymn  composer  B.  B.  McGivney  and  an  arrangement  of  "Precious  Lord,  Take  My 
Hand."  "We  wanted  to  do  something  representative  of  the  times  and  styles  of  Baptist  life," 
Mellnik  said.'"" 

Sally  Shaver,  a  choir  member,  spoke  at  the  worship  service  at  Greenwood  Forest  on 
Sunday,  August  7,  2005.  She  said  that  singing  before  the  large  audiences  of  thousands  of 
people  was  an  "awesome  experience."  She  said  that  for  her,  however,  the  highlight  of  the 
trip  was  when  the  choir  sang  at  a  little  Baptist  Church  in  Bloomsbury  in  London  for  a  group 
of  no  more  than  30  or  35  people.  The  choir's  rendition  of  "Wherever  He  leads  I'll  Go" 
caused  her  to  remember  singing  that  song  in  a  small  Baptist  Church  in  Georgia  some  time 
ago.  The  worship  of  God  through  music  surely  transcends  distance  and  time! 

Those  Who  Sing  and  Serve 

In  September  at  the  beginning  of  the  2005-2006  church  year,  the  adult  choir  numbered 
55  participants;  senior  adult  choir,  18;  and  the  youth  choir,  55.  There  were  three  children's 
choirs.  The  adult  and  youth  choirs  included  members  with  trained  voices  as  well  as  others 
with  natural  talent  who  simply  enjoy  praising  God  in  song.  Fifty-one  persons  participated  in 
the  instrumental  division,  comprised  of  the  instrumental  ensemble  and  three  handbell  groups. 
The  sacred  dance  group  included  eight  persons. 

Thank  God  for  volunteers!  Greenwood  Forest  has  been  blessed  throughout  its  history 
with  many  individuals  eager  to  share  their  musical  talents  in  worship  and  to  help  with 
musical  groups  in  the  church.  Enthusiastic  volunteers  who  spend  many  hours  in  learning 
new  music,  in  rehearsing,  and  in  teaching  give  their  vitality  and  strength  to  the  music 
program.  In  September  2005,  volunteers  filled  25  positions  as  directors,  teachers,  or 
accompanists  with  the  different  groups.  Volunteers  also  served  on  a  rotating  basis  as 
accompanists  for  the  music  of  worship  services. 

Music  and  Tomorrow 

Greenwood  Forest  is  a  worshiping  community  and  will  continue  to  praise  God  through 
music.  Blessed  with  abundant  talent,  excellent  leadership,  and  many  opportunities  for 
participation  in  varied  musical  ventures,  members  will  continue  to  express  through  music 
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the  profound  thoughts  and  deep  emotions  stirred  by  experiencing  the  loving  presence  of 
God. 

David  Mellnik,  Minister  of  Music  at  Greenwood  Forest,  wrote: 

It  is  through  the  magic  of  the  arts  that  a  portion  of  God  is  revealed  that  is  not 
possible  through  language  alone.  The  music  ministry  is  dedicated  to  leading 
GFBC  in  worship  by  developing  and  offering  the  best  of  our  artistic  gifts. 
Whether  it  be  through  dancing,  singing,  or  playing  a  musical  instrument,  we 
will  remain  committed  to  providing  music  of  the  highest  caliber,  reflective 
of  a  wide  variety  of  styles,  and  offering  these  sacrificially  to  God.  It  is 
through  such  sacrificial  giving  that  we  come  into  the  presence  of  the 
Eternal.^"' 
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9.  Food,  Fellowship,  and  Celebrations 


Who  practices  hospitality  entertains  God  himself. 

Anonymous 

Strength  Through  Fellowship 

One  characteristic  of  the  New  Testament  Church  was  an  emphasis  on  eating  together. 
Early  Christians  often  "broke  bread"  when  they  met  for  worship.  This  strengthened  their 
community,  for  if  they  could  share  meals,  there  could  be  harmony  in  other  areas.''"^ 

Baptists  have  a  reputation  for  enjoying  food  and  fellowship,  and  the  members  of 
Greenwood  Forest  continue  this  tradition  of  "breaking  bread"  together  in  many  ways: 
Wednesday  evening  meals,  picnics,  men  and  boys'  breakfasts,  mother-daughter  banquets, 
pig  pickings,  ice  cream  suppers,  covered  dish  meals,  and  special  celebrations. 

Wednesday  Evening  Meals 

When  the  members  occupied  the  new  church  building  in  February  1965,  furnishings 
for  the  kitchen  were  sparse.  The  kitchen  equipment  consisted  of  a  few  cabinets,  a  four- 
burner  stovetop,  a  deep  divided  sink,  and  a  donated  refrigerator. 

In  1968  the  congregation  designated  Wednesday  evenings  as  Family  Night  at  the 
church.  Fortunately,  the  members  could  rely  on  Margaret  Rice,  along  with  other  volunteers, 
to  prepare  the  food  for  the  mid-week  gatherings.  Because  of  inadequate  equipment,  the 
workers  often  depended  on  caterers  for  the  main  course  and  brought  their  own  cookware  to 
use  in  preparing  vegetables.  Marie  Seeger,  one  of  the  volunteers,  said  that  prepared  food 
was  not  available  in  Cary  in  the  late  1960s,  so  the  workers  took  turns  picking  up  the  main 
course  from  the  Winn-Dixie  at  Ridgewood  Shopping  Center  or  Don  Cooper' s  Barbecue,  both 
in  Raleigh.  Eventually,  someone  donated  a  range,  and  "we  thought  we  were  really 
somewhere  with  eight  burners  in  all,"  said  Marie.'*°^ 

The  kitchen  workers  were  creative.  For  example,  the  divided  sink  was  too  deep.  Marie 
said  workers  placed  pans  upside  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  sink  to  raise  the  level  to  a  more 
comfortable  working  position.  Jean  Haynie,  another  volunteer,  recalled  that  one  Wednesday 
afternoon  a  work  crew  accidentally  cut  the  water  line  to  the  church.  Tom  Hemrick  hauled 
water  from  the  Haynies'  residence  so  that  the  volunteers  could  clean  up  after  the  meal.  She 
said  that  they  were  lucky  because  the  church  used  paper  plates  at  that  time. 

Jean  also  remembered  a  Wednesday  evening  when  the  food  did  not  arrive  on  time.  She 
went  to  the  Winn-Dixie  at  Ridgewood  Shopping  Center,  Raleigh,  to  bring  back  fried  chicken, 
but  because  of  a  huge  traffic  jam,  she  was  delayed  for  a  while.  Jean  said  that  as  she  waited, 
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the  aroma  of  the  fried  chicken  filled  her  entire  station  wagon.  But  she  could  not  reach  the 
chicken.'"''* 

On  October  6,  1971,  the  church  invited  Sunday  School  members  to  join  in  "treating" 
the  church  kitchen  with  needed  items. "^"^  The  added  kitchenware  made  Wednesday  evening 
suppers  less  hectic.  Typically,  the  monthly  schedule  for  family  night  suppers  consisted  of 
two  catered  meals,  one  hot-dog  meal,  and  one  covered  dish  meal.''°^  After  the  meal  families 
attended  other  church  related  activities. 

Camaraderie  among  the  workers  made  "cleanup"  time  go  quickly.  In  the  1960s  and 
1970s,  members  might  have  heard  lilting  strains  of  music  filtering  from  the  kitchen.  If  they 
had  investigated,  they  would  have  found  Ed  King  and  Jim  Curl  providing  special  music  for 
the  cleanup  crew~as  the  two  entertainers  mopped  the  floor  to  their  own  rendition  of  "Rag 
Mop,  Rag  Mop."'"' 

Early  church  members  remember  those  years  when  the  kitchen  was  ill  equipped  and 
preparing  meals  was  difficult.  But  they  also  speak  fondly  of  that  time  when  the  church  was 
small  and  families  were  especially  close. 

After  Margaret  Rice  moved  away  in  1983,  the  church  needed  someone  to  be 
responsible  for  Wednesday  evening  meals.  Dr.  Brewer  asked  Emma  Webster  if  she  would 
accept  the  volunteer  position.  At  first  Emma  hesitated  and  said  she  would  have  to  pray  about 
it,  which  she  did.  After  doing  so,  she  said  that  she  felt  led  to  accept  the  job.  "Once  I  agreed 
to  take  the  position,"  Emma  said,  "I  had  no  idea  of  what  to  do.""^"^ 

According  to  Emma,  the  first  meal  was  a  nightmare.  She  had  planned  to  serve  oven- 
fried  chicken.  Because  of  limited  oven  space  at  the  church,  Emma  took  some  of  the  meat 
home  with  her  to  cook  in  her  own  oven.  As  time  for  the  Wednesday  evening  meal  drew  near, 
Emma  checked  the  chicken  and  found  that  it  was  not  done.  She  panicked  and  rushed  to  the 
church  where  other  volunteers  had  also  realized  that  the  meat  would  not  be  done  on  time. 
Being  resourceful,  some  of  the  volunteers  went  home  and  returned  with  their  electric  frying 
pans.  They  reasoned  that  by  transferring  the  chicken  to  the  frying  pans,  they  could  turn  up 
the  heat  and  cook  it  faster.  But  another  problem  occurred  when  they  plugged  in  the  pans. 
The  extra  drain  on  the  electrical  current  caused  a  fuse  to  blow.  During  the  confusion  Pastor 
Brewer  came  to  the  kitchen  and  asked  if  there  was  anything  he  could  do  to  help.  Emma  said, 
"No,  just  pray  for  us,"  to  which  the  pastor  replied,  "I  don't  know  whether  I  can  pray  for 
chickens."  Despite  all  the  problems,  the  workers  did  serve  the  meal  on  time.  Emma  said  that 
the  chicken  was  done  enough,  but  she  did  not  think  the  meal  was  the  best  and  added,  "After 
that  day  I  never  prepared  oven-fried  chicken  for  Wednesday  evenings  again." 

Those  who  ate  Emma's  meals,  though,  remember  that  they  were  delicious.  Sometimes 
Emma  went  beyond  the  call  of  duty  and  picked  strawberries  so  she  could  serve  strawberry 
shortcake  or  strawberry  pie  and  still  stay  within  her  budget.  She  insisted  that  the  meals  were 
a  success  because  she  had  extremely  good  helpers. 

Emma's  responsibilities  grew,  and  the  congregation  employed  her  in  1984  as  the  first 
Church  Hostess.  Continued  growth  made  it  necessary  for  the  church  to  hire  someone  to 
assist  her,  so  in  1 988  the  members  authorized  pay  for  six  to  eight  hours  per  week  for  a  helper 
or  helpers.""''  According  to  the  September  22, 1 992,  issue  of  The  Enabler,  1 20  to  1 50  people 
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ate  at  GFBC  on  family  nights,  so  the  number  of  hours  for  workers  increased  to  ten  per  week, 
and  again  on  January  12,  1994,  the  congregation  authorized  pay  for  18  hours  per  week  for 
additional  workers."^'^  Volunteers  were  vital  to  the  success  of  the  program  and  continued 
to  help  serve  and  clean  up. 

Membership  growth  created  a  need  for  more  kitchen  and  dining  space  long  before  the 
funds  for  building  became  available.  In  the  1 980s  the  Wednesday  evening  people  had  to  eat 
in  shifts;  some  had  to  finish  eating  so  others  could  sit  down.  Finally,  on  July  9,  1989,  the 
church  held  a  groundbreaking  ceremony  to  construct  a  new  education  building.  The  plans 
included  a  new  fellowship  hall  with  an  up-to-date  kitchen  and  dining  space  for  350  people. 
At  the  completion  of  the  project,  everyone  marveled  at  the  convenient  stainless  steel  kitchen 
and  the  spacious  dining  area.  Emma  said,  "I  was  really  nervous  at  first,  until  1  learned  to 
operate  all  the  new  equipment,  but  after  that  I  enjoyed  all  the  space  and  convenience." 

Emma  served  as  Church  Hostess  until  June  15,  1994.""'  She  said  that  she  enjoyed  the 
job  despite  all  the  problems  associated  with  serving  food  to  a  growing  number  of  people. 
Greenwood  Forest  held  a  reception  for  Emma  on  June  12,  1994,  to  celebrate  her  ten  years 
of  service  to  the  congregation  and  to  say  "thank  you"  for  a  job  well  done'"^ 

After  Emma's  resignation,  the  church  hired  caterer  Brenda  Morton  as  Food  Service 
Manager.  Following  Brenda,  Denise  Stevenson,  Brenda's  assistant,  became  the  new 
manager.  Volunteers  continued  to  help  serve  and  clean  up.  The  average  number  of  people 
partaking  in  the  Wednesday  evening  meals  reached  180  in  September  2005. 

Covered  Dish  Meals,  Picnics,  and  Other  Church-wide  Events 

The  members  of  Greenwood  Forest  began  early  to  share  meals.  Charter  members  recall 
that  in  1964,  when  the  men  built  the  parsonage,  the  women  brought  food  and  spread  it  at  the 
building  site,  and  everyone  took  part  in  the  picnic.  Families  continued  to  share  covered  dish 
meals  and  to  enjoy  being  together.  An  entry  in  The  Enabler,  July  7,  1967,  encouraged  the 
members  to  bring  "a  covered  dish,  your  family,  and  a  new  neighbor.""'^  To  celebrate  a 
memorable  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  new  sanctuary,  on  May  25,  1977,  the 
membership  enjoyed  a  delicious  covered  dish  meal.'"'' 

Obtaining  funds  and  workers  for  starting  construction  on  Greenwood  Forest's  first 
Habitat  for  Humanity  house  presented  another  occasion  for  the  church  to  celebrate,  so  on 
May  13,  1998,  the  members  gathered  for  a  covered  dish  meal.  Then  on  November  15,2001, 
in  anticipating  the  completion  of  the  building  project,  the  church,  along  with  the  prospective 
inhabitants,  again  shared  food  on  the  grounds  of  the  almost  finished  house.'*' ^ 

Sometimes  the  Family  Activities  Committee  planned  a  modified  form  of  a  covered  dish 
get-together  with  the  church  furnishing  the  food  and  those  attending  bringing  drinks  and 
desserts  to  share.  Often  the  church  welcomed  new  staff  members  with  a  covered  dish  meal, 
an  ice  cream  supper,  or  some  other  form  of  sharing  food  and  fellowship.  Then  when  staff 
members  resigned,  the  congregation  showed  their  appreciation  and  said  their  "good-byes" 
while  again  sharing  food.  On  June  7,  1981,  the  church  welcomed  the  new  Education 
Director  Sandra  Richardson  and  her  husband  Bob  with  an  old-fashioned  pounding.'*'^ 


119 


Many  church-wide  picnics  took  place  at  Greenwood  Forest,  but  later  picnics  were  also 
held  at  Bond  Lake  and  the  Apex  Community  Park.  In  May  2005  the  Family  Activities 
Committee  scheduled  the  annual  church-wide  picnic  at  Apex  Community  Park  but  then 
moved  it  to  the  church  because  of  rain.  Those  attending  enjoyed  a  talent  show  featuring 
Greenwood  Forest's  own  performers.  Shirlene  Smith,  one  of  those  present,  said  that  she  was 
surprised  at  the  range  of  ages  of  the  participants.'"^ 

Pig  Pickings 

While  the  women  at  GFBC  excelled  in  creating  delicious  covered  dish  meals,  the  men 
applied  their  expertise  in  the  area  of  barbecuing.  Everyone  was  sure  to  be  present  when  the 
aroma  wafted  from  the  cooker  as  chief  chef  William  (Bill)  Edwards,  aided  by  volunteers, 
prepared  the  meat  for  a  church-wide  pig  picking. 

According  to  The  Enabler,  Greenwood  Forest  held  its  first  annual  pig  picking  in  July 
1978.  Bill  recalled  that  preparation  for  the  church  barbecues  presented  few  problems—except 
for  one  time.  On  one  occasion,  it  rained  off  and  on  all  day.  When  the  showers  came  the 
workers  had  to  run  to  get  in  their  cars.  The  pig  was  covered,  but  the  rain  kept  putting  out  the 
charcoal  fire.  Bill  said  that  despite  the  rain,  the  meat  was  ready  on  time,  although  they  used 
120  to  130  pounds  of  charcoal  as  opposed  to  the  30  pounds  that  a  cooking  usually  required. 
Eventually,  to  make  the  operation  less  labor  intensive.  Bill,  with  some  help,  converted  his 
cooker  to  gas  by  building  and  installing  burners  inside  the  unit."'^ 

After  many  years  of  service.  Bill  decided  that  the  chief  chef  should  retire.  But  Minister 
of  Music,  David  Mellnik,  asked  Bill  to  prepare  one  more  barbeque.  A  youth  choir  from 
Picayune,  Mississippi,  was  scheduled  to  present  a  program  at  Greenwood  Forest,  and  David 
wanted  the  group  to  experience  a  real  pig  picking.  Bill,  of  course,  complied  and  served  his 
last  church  barbecue  on  July  7,  1999.'"'^  Until  that  date.  Bill  said  that  he  had  cooked  for 
every  pig  picking  held  at  the  church.  Needless  to  say,  the  congregation  has  missed  those 
mouth-watering  meals  that  Bill  and  the  other  volunteers  made  possible. 

Fall  Family  Festival  and  Spring  Fling 

hi  October  1980  the  church  sponsored  a  Halloween  Carnival  for  children,  preschool 
through  sixth  grade.  The  children,  dressed  in  their  costumes,  played  games  and  won  small 
prizes.  Because  of  the  pagan  images  associated  with  the  word  "Halloween,"  Sandra 
Richardson,  Education  Director,  renamed  the  event  Family  Fall  Festival  in  1 98 1 .  Ehzabeth 
Norris,  2003-2004  chairperson  of  the  Children's  Advocacy  Council,  said  that  their  group 
planned  for  the  festival  that  was  conducted  by  both  adults  and  youth."^^*'  Church  members 
baked  cakes  and  cookies  for  the  cakewalk.  "Trunk  or  treat"  replaced  "trick  or  treat."  Parents 
brought  goodies  to  the  church  in  the  trunks  of  their  cars,  and  the  children,  dressed  in 
costumes,  made  rounds  to  a  circle  of  parked  vehicles  to  receive  treats."^''  When  sixth  graders 
became  part  of  the  youth  group,  both  the  Family  Fall  Festival  and  the  Spring  Fling  included 
kindergarten  through  fifth  grade. 
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The  Children's  Advocacy  Council  also  sponsored  the  Spring  Fling.  The  children's 
celebration,  a  family  affair,  usually  took  place  on  the  last  Wednesday  night  in  May,  and  like 
the  Fall  Family  Festival,  adults  and  youth  ran  the  carnival.  Activities  included  the 
moonwalk,  face  painting,  crafts,  and  games. 

Individual  Groups 

Individual  groups— WMU,  HOPE,  Brotherhood,  senior  adults,  youth,  singles,  and 
others-planned  and  held  their  own  social  activities.  Whether  church-wide  or  within 
individual  groups,  GFBC  families  draw  strength  through  socializing  with  other  church 
members.  These  activities  help  erase  barriers  and  promote  harmony. 

Celebrations  Through  the  Years 

Greenwood  Forest  loves  celebrations!  Each  worship  service  celebrates  God's  love  and 
grace.  The  church  also  celebrates  births,  marriages,  anniversaries,  goals  achieved,  the  coming 
of  new  staff  members,  and  the  service  of  those  staff  members  who  leave. 

One  early  celebration  greatly  surprised  Pastor  Luther  Brewer.  On  Sunday,  July  28, 
1 974,  he  went  to  church  with  thoughts  of  delivering  the  morning  sermon  as  he  had  done  most 
Sundays  for  nearly  eight  years.  Completely  unaware  of  the  secretive  planning  and 
preparation  by  youth  minister  Bill  Crouch  and  other  members,  he  was  astounded  to  find  that 
"Sonny  Brewer  Day"  had  been  declared,  that  his  parents  and  mother-in-law  had  been 
smuggled  in  to  speak,  and  that  he,  "Sonny  Brewer,"  was  guest  of  honor  for  the  day. 
Members  presented  Luther  and  Mary  George  Brewer  with  a  silver  service,  a  set  of  Bible 
commentaries,  and  a  bound  scrapbook  "which  chronologically  accounted  the  events,  foibles, 
and  successes  of  Rev.  Brewer's  personal  growth  to  adulthood."^"  Writing  in  the  July  31, 
1974,  issue  of  The  Enabler,  the  pastor  expressed  his  appreciation  and  further  observed,  "I 
have  never  been  much  on  special  days  . . .  but  once  a  day  like  Sunday  starts  and  you  survive 
the  shock,  you  might  as  well  enjoy  it  to  the  fullest.  This  I  did.'"*^^ 

At  the  end  of  the  morning  worship  Sunday,  October  9,  1983,  Greenwood  Forest  held 
a  short  but  significant  celebration.  Burning  of  the  note  for  $87,500,  the  amount  needed  to 
finish  paying  short-term  debts  after  completion  of  the  sanctuary  in  1 978,  marked  a  milestone 
of  progress. 

Eight  years  and  four  months  passed  before  the  congregation  held  a  second  note- 
burning  ceremony  on  February  2,  1992.  The  church  celebrated  being  completely  debt-free 
on  construction  of  the  sanctuary. 

Members  celebrated  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  Greenwood  Forest  on  January  9, 
1983,  and  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  in  January  1988  with  significant  services.  For  the 
latter  celebration,  a  party  with  a  birthday  cake  honored  charter  members  following  the 
Wednesday  evening  meal  on  January  13.  At  the  worship  service  on  Sunday,  January  17, 
each  family  attending  received  a  commemorative  brochure  with  a  brief  history  of  the  church. 
After  the  service,  members  and  special  guests  gathered  in  the  fellowship  hall  for  a  festive 
dinner. 
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The  church  honored  Luther  and  Mary  George  Brewer  for  the  twentieth,  twenty-fifth, 
and  thirtieth  anniversaries  of  their  coming  to  Greenwood  Forest  with  unique  worship 
services,  gifts,  and  celebratory  sharing  of  food.  The  unscheduled  appearance  of  Hurricane 
Fran  in  September  1996  delayed  the  thirtieth  anniversary  celebration  for  two  weeks. 

In  1 999  after  33  years  of  shepherding  a  growing  flock,  Dr.  Brewer  decided  it  was  time 
to  retire.  Of  course  his  retiring  called  for  another  celebration,  not  of  his  leaving,  but  of  his 
having  been  a  caring  and  resourceful  leader  for  so  long.  The  morning  worship  service, 
Sunday,  September  26,  1999,  included  a  litany  of  appreciation  for  Dr.  Brewer  and  featured 
an  anthem,  "Christ  of  All  My  Hopes,"  by  David  Schwoebel,  commissioned  by  GFBC  in 
honor  of  the  pastor's  ministry.  The  church  conferred  on  Dr.  Brewer  the  title  of  Pastor 
Emeritus.  After  a  lavish  covered  dish  luncheon,  the  Brewers  received  gifts  of  a  Buick  Le 
Sabre  with  two  sets  of  keys,  two  rocking  chairs,  and  one  necklace—for  Mary  George. 

Included  in  the  Brewers'  message  in  the  newsletter  the  following  week  were  these 
words:  "We  are  so  grateful  for  our  being  with  you  for  33  years.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  the 
work  we  have  done  together  at  GFBC  and  the  memories  we  have  created  together  along  the 
way.  May  God's  grace  and  peace  be  ever  present  with  you  all.'"*''* 

The  conclusion  of  Dr.  Charles  Dorman's  service  as  interim  pastor  was  a  bittersweet 
celebration.'*"^  Knowing  they  would  miss  the  Dormans  but  sincerely  grateful  for  their  service 
at  Greenwood  Forest,  members  honored  them  with  a  breakfast  reception  in  the  fellowship 
hall  on  Sunday,  June  3,  2001. 

On  Sunday,  August  12, 2001,  the  church  celebrated  the  coming  of  Dr.  Randy  Sherron 
as  the  new  pastor.  He  and  his  family  were  guests  of  honor  at  a  covered  dish  luncheon 
following  the  1 1:00  AM  worship  service."*"^ 
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J^m  Times  M  gj^'BC 


gj^'BC  Si^fits  Of  Many  'years 


l^fiz  brewers  Over  ^fiz  ^ears 


10.  Looking  Back  and  Looking  Ahead 

The  hearing  ear  and  the  seeing  eye — the  Lord  has  made  them  both. 

Proverbs  20:12(NRSV) 

Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  has  a  remarkable  history.  Beginning  with  a  few 
dedicated  Christians,  the  congregation  grew  to  1,019  resident  members  and  1,453  total 
members  by  September  1,  2005.  While  the  rapid  growth  of  Cary  brought  more  people  into 
the  area,  caring  pastors  and  church  members,  along  with  programs  that  promoted  spiritual 
growth,  have  influenced  others  to  choose  Greenwood  Forest  as  their  church  home.  Strongly 
missions  oriented,  the  congregation  has  made  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  many  people.  Not 
only  has  the  church  reached  out  to  those  in  the  community,  but  also  it  has  extended  its  reach 
beyond  local  and  national  bounds. 

The  church  has  experienced  many  changes  over  the  last  42  years.  As  first  pastor.  Dr. 
Charles  Tucker's  strong  leadership  helped  to  determine  the  path  the  church  would  take.  Dr. 
Luther  Brewer,  in  his  33  years  at  Greenwood  Forest,  ably  guided  in  all  aspects  of  worship 
and  work.  During  the  SBC  upheaval  of  the  1980s  and  1990s,  he  encouraged  members  to 
hold  fast  to  Baptist  principles  and  not  be  swayed  by  those  who  would  strip  individuals  of 
Baptist  freedoms.  His  influence  helped  the  congregation  become  a  unified  body  of 
worshipers.  Certainly,  the  church's  decision  to  disaffiliate  with  the  SBC  in  2002  has  had  far- 
reaching  effects.  Denying  the  increasing  control  exerted  by  the  SBC,  Greenwood  Forest 
joined  with  other  moderate  churches  to  form  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship.  Instead  of 
adopting  the  SBC's  decision  that  women  cannot  serve  in  leadership  positions.  Greenwood 
Forest  has  promoted  women  into  such  roles.  The  church  has  held  to  the  premise  of 
believers'  rights  to  examine  and  interpret  the  Scriptures  and  to  the  autonomy  of  the  local 
church. 

The  congregation  reluctantly  accepted  Dr.  Brewer' s  resignation  in  1 999  and  welcomed 
a  new  pastor.  Dr.  Randy  Sherron,  and  his  family  in  200 1 .  The  fit  between  the  pastor  and  the 
members  has  been  a  good  one. 

Looking  to  the  future,  the  congregation  relies  on  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Sherron,  who 
shared  his  vision  for  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church: 

It  is  natural  for  people  to  ask  their  pastor,  "What's  your  vision  for  our 
church?"  But  a  natural  question  could  force  an  unnatural  answer.  It  might 
compel  a  pastor  to  speak  in  grandiose  terms  and  then  appear  foolish  if  dreams 
don't  come  to  pass.  Or,  the  request  for  a  vision  might  push  a  pastor  to  think 
small  to  avoid  failure.  Yet  despite  these  twin  temptations,  an  idea  of  what  is 
ahead  is  a  reasonable  expectation.  So  here  goes: 
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In  the  future,  I  hope  we  prove  true  to  our  past.  Greenwood  Forest  has 
been  an  informed  congregation  regarding  our  Baptist  heritage  and  it  has  kept 
us  in  focus.  While  most  Baptist  congregations  in  North  Carolina  are  still 
trying  to  ride  the  fence  regarding  the  SBC  and  CBF,  we  have  chosen  our 
course.  With  the  old  structures  gone  forever,  we  are  free  to  strike  out  and  do 
missions  and  ministry  in  a  new  way.  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  will 
not  mourn  what  is  dying  but  rejoice  in  the  living.  We  have  a  chance  to  be  the 
architects  of  a  new  Baptist  House,  especially  here  in  North  Carolina. 

In  the  future,  I  pray  we  stick  with  what  has  been  proven  to  work. 
Several  years  ago  a  church  growth  expert  told  congregations  if  you  want  to 
be  healthy  build  on  what  you  already  do  well.  Look  at  how  many  groups  use 
our  buildings.  Think  ofhow  many  churches  become  insular,  especially  when 
they  construct  new  facilities.  "Don't  touch,  Don't  scratch,  Don't  get  it  dirty." 
My  vision  is  our  new  buildings  will  become  home  to  more  groups  than  ever 
before.  Right  now  we  are  open  five  nights  a  week  to  our  community.  With 
more  space,  why  can't  that  be  seven  nights  (and  days)?  What  a  sin  for  church 
buildings  to  sit  idle  when  so  many  folks  could  use  their  space. 

In  the future,  I  plan  to  shepherd  more  and  lead  less.  Most  organizations 
need  a  CEO  with  organizational  and  administrative  skills.  The  Church  isn't 
"most  organizations."  The  New  Testament  uses  the  image  of  shepherd  to 
describe  how  a  minister  should  relate  to  his  or  her  congregation.  1  have  found 
if  you  are  not  intentional  about  this  you  will  plan  more  than  pray,  spend  more 
time  in  meetings  instead  of  homes  and  hospitals,  and  study  bottom  lines  and 
Stat  sheets  more  than  scripture.  Greenwood  Forest  has  the  most  capable  lay 
leadership  I  have  ever  seen.  This  frees  the  ministers  to  fulfill  their  calling. 

In  the  future,  I  see  us  becoming  a  more  prayerful  people.  Our  culture 
is  hungry  for  spirituality.  This  includes  our  community  and  church.  I  have 
witnessed  how  our  people  respond  to  small  groups  dedicated  to  spiritual 
growth.  We  have  held  them  in  the  church  and  I  have  had  them  in  my  home. 
I  listened  to  the  words  of  affirmation  when  we  had  a  time  of  prayer  and 
discernment  prior  to  our  vote  to  proceed  with  the  Foundations  for  the  Future 
program.  Our  staff  meets  regularly  to  pray  for  the  church  and  for  each  other. 
Let's  build  on  these  efforts. 

In  the  future,  I  want  to  hear  people  continually  saying,  "I  don't  know  if 
we  can  do  that."  Why?  Because  if  we  are  saying  this  a  lot,  it  means  bold  ideas 
are  being  put  on  the  table.  God  hasn't  called  us  to  be  timid  but  daring.  We 
cannot  be  afraid  to  fail  or  be  misunderstood.  God's  kingdom  is  not  for  the 
best  and  brightest.  Rather,  it  has  been  reserved  for  those  willing  to  believe 
Jesus  is  Christ,  the  Spirit  has  come  and  the  future  is  bright.  If  Greenwood 
Forest  really  believes  this,  there  is  no  telling  what  we  might  do. 

And  finally,  in  the  future,  I  wonder  if  we  will  get  bigger?  I  don't 
necessarily  mean  watching  the  numbers  grow.  I  do  mean  how  much  can  we 
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expand  our  horizons?  Will  we  ever  see  people  of  color  sitting  in  our 
congregation  in  significant  numbers?  Can  we  find  a  way  to  make  Greenwood 
Forest  appealing  to  those  at  the  lower  end  of  the  socio-economic  spectrum? 
When  the  hot  button  issues  have  to  be  faced,  will  we  remember  there  is  a 
wideness  in  God's  mercy  that  makes  room  for  all  kinds  of  saints  and  sinners? 
In  this  regard,  I  have  to  think  the  bigger  the  better. 

That  is  my  vision.  But  remember:  God's  greatest  blessings  always 
seem  to  surprise  us."*'' 
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11.  Continuing 


Beginning  is  easy  -  continuing  hard. 

Japanese  Proverb 

Expansion 

Greenwood  Forest  needed  more  classroom  and  office  space  and  envisioned  a  multi- 
purpose addition  which  would  accommodate  new  programs  and  activities.  Economic 
conditions  were  positive.  It  was  time  to  move  forward. 

The  oldest  building  (A)  could  no  longer  be  used.  Its  deterioration  made  renovation 
of  that  area  too  costly,  so  removing  the  present  structure  and  rebuilding  was  the  best  option. 
Once  again  the  church  embarked  upon  a  building  program:  Foundations  for  the  Future  capital 
campaign.  Additions  and  renovations  would  provide  a  total  of  62,000  square  feet  of  space. 
The  original  estimate  for  the  completed  project  was  $4,474,000.  The  congregation  financed 
the  program  through  pledges  to  be  paid  over  a  period  of  three  years  and  took  out  a  bank  loan 
for  the  remainder.  Members  pledged  $1,719,673,  reaching  well  beyond  the  expected  sum. 

Groundbreaking  took  place  on  April  23,  2006.  The  first  building  phase  included 
renovating  buildings  B  and  C  (the  children's  area,  the  offices)  adding  an  enclosed  walkway 
from  the  classrooms  to  the  sanctuary,  and  updating  heating  and  air  conditioning  systems. 

On  May  6, 2007,  members  enjoyed  a  picnic  and  a  dedication  service  to  celebrate  the 
completion  of  the  first  phase  of  the  project.  However,  the  second  phase  (removal  of  building 
A  and  construction  of  a  multi-purpose  building)  had  to  be  postponed  because  rising  prices 
caused  the  first  phase  to  require  more  capital  than  first  estimated.  The  church  had  used  up 
its  funds  and  a  new  estimate  to  finish  the  project  amounted  to  $2,700,000.  bringing  the  total 
to  about  $6,700,000.  Unfortunately,  economic  conditions  worsened,  making  completion  of 
the  project  impossible  at  the  time. 

Studying  and  Sharing 

The  "Companions  in  Chrisf  study  initiated  in  2004  by  Dr.  Sherron  continued  at 
intervals  through  2009.  The  28-week,  small-group  study  was  designed  for  individuals  who 
wished  to  deepen  their  spiritual  journey  through  Bible  study,  prayer,  and  community. 
Members  who  committed  themselves  to  the  study  found  the  experience  to  be  spiritually 
strengthening. 

A  sizeable  number  of  members  participated  in  the  ongoing  "The  Faith  and  Film" 
Bible  study.  Those  who  took  part  were  asked  to  view  selected  movies  prior  to  discussion  of 
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them  at  meetings  which  were  held  on  Sunday  evenings.  Different  viewpoints  were  shared 
and  discussed. 

Spending  Reduction  Plan 

Economic  conditions  continued  to  worsen.  The  church  was  not  meeting  the  budget. 
At  a  special  called  business  meeting  on  February  22,  2009,  Greenwood  Forest  passed  a  plan 
to  balance  spending  with  anticipated  giving.  Budget  reductions  were  made  across  all 
commissions,  including  salary  decreases  for  staff  and  support  people.  Office  hours  were 
reduced  with  the  office  open  Monday  through  Thursday  and  closed  on  Friday. 

Church  members  took  over  yard  maintenance  and  some  donated  their  tax  refunds  to 
help  during  the  budget  crunch. 

Outreach 

After  severing  ties  with  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Greenwood  Forest  supported  missions  through  monetary  gifts 
to  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  and  through  other  special  offerings.  Regardless  of 
reduced  income,  GFBC  continued  with  numerous  missions  projects  and  initiated  others. 
Listed  below  are  just  a  few  of  the  church's  outreach  efforts. 

HOPE  sponsored  many  new  projects  for  helping  disadvantaged  persons  including 
collecting  needed  items  for  the  homeless  and  for  women  who  had  been  victims  of  human 
trafficking. 

GFBC  continued  to  host  Wake  Interfaith  Hospitality  families  three  times  each  year, 
support  the  Angel  Tree  Ministry  at  Christmas  for  children  of  incarcerated  parents  (also 
a  HOPE  project),  and  fill  Christmas  stockings  for  the  Salvation  Army  to  give  to  needy 
children. 

Members  supported  Christian  Community  in  Action  by  giving  food  and  by  volunteering 
at  the  Dorcas  Shop;  the  Challengers  and  RAs  collected  food  for  the  CCA  food  pantry. 

•  The  knitting  ministry  group  made  caps  for  new-bom  babies  at  local  hospitals  and  also 
hats  and  scarves  for  use  by  the  Raleigh  Rescue  Mission. 

•  hi  April  2007,  the  church  established  a  fund  to  finance  the  "Warmth  for  the  Wounded" 
project,  introduced  by  Lil  Seastrom  and  sponsored  by  the  Joy  Sunday  School  Class. 
Class  members  and  other  church  members  brought  sewing  machines  to  church  for 
"sewing  days."  More  than  880  blankets  (which  folded  to  make  pillows)  were  made  and 
delivered  to  wounded  servicemen  and  servicewomen  in  different  locations. 

•  Several  women  from  Greenwood  Forest  joined  women  from  other  churches  to  work  on 
Habitat  for  Humanity  houses. 

The  church  continued  trips  to  Iglesia  Bautista  Ebenezer  (Ebenezer  Baptist  Church)  in 
Las  Margaritas,  Cuba.  In  March  2008,  ten  choir  members  led  by  Rev.  David  Mellnick 
made  the  trip,  sharing  music  as  an  integral  part  of  worship.  Our  visitors  took  medicines, 
vitamins,  school  supplies,  and  personal  items. 
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•  The  Acteens  held  a  yard  sale  in  March  2008  with  proceeds  going  to  mission  outreach. 
RAs,  GAs  and  Mission  Friends  learned  about  the  ministry  of  CBF  missionaries  in 
different  places  and  helped  with  mission  projects. 

•  The  RAs  and  GAs  participated  in  the  Crop  Walk  for  hunger. 

KidQuest,  a  monthly  discipleship  group  for  children  in  kindergarten  through  fifth  grade, 
began  in  October  2008.  They  also  took  part  in  outreach  activities. 

•  The  church  continued  long-term  support  of  The  Carying  Place  to  help  meet  the  need  for 
transitional  housing  for  displaced  families.  Several  members  participated  in  the  Carying 
Place  5K  Run/Walk  efforts  to  raise  money  for  this  cause. 

•  Following  the  Missions  Breakfast  (formerly  Men  and  Boys'  Breakfast)  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month,  men  and  boys  of  the  church  helped  with  picking  up  and 
delivering  furniture  to  furnish  apartments  for  the  Carying  Place.  This  activity  was  in 
cooperation  with  other  churches. 

•  The  Connections  emphasis  by  Sunday  School  classes  and  other  groups  in  2009 
pinpointed  numerous  projects,  some  already  existing  and  some  new,  to  reach  out  to 
others. 

•  A  new  mission  project  called  Back  Pack  Buddies  sponsored  by  Interfaith  Food  Shuttle 
was  adopted  by  some  groups  at  GFBC.  The  back  packs,  filled  with  healthful  food,  were 
given  to  children  "in  need"  as  identified  by  school  guidance  counselors. 

•  Following  the  earthquake  in  Haiti  in  January  20 1 0,  GFBC  established  a  special  fund  for 
disaster  relief  Rick  Hoyle,  a  member  of  GFBC,  was  among  those  who  went  to  Haiti 
to  give  hands-on  help. 

•  In  May  201 1  some  GFBC  members  worked  with  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Men  after 
tornadoes  hit  Central  and  Eastern  North  Carolina.  Also  the  GFBC  Mission  Committee 
sent  money  to  aid  in  relief  and  recovery. 

•  Partnering  with  eight  other  churches  in  the  Cary  area,  in  the  summer  of  20 1 2,  volunteers 
from  Greenwood  Forest  helped  with  the  construction  of  a  Habitat  House  in  Morrisville, 
N.  C. 

•  Also  in  the  summer  of  2012,  Rev.  Katie  Morgan,  Minister  to  Children  at  Greenwood 
Forest,  studied  Spanish  in  concentrated  language  classes  in  Quetsaltenango  (Xela), 
Guatemala,  after  which  she  did  mission  work  in  Mexico. 

Conflict 

Near  the  end  of  2009  and  continuing  into  20 1 0,  escalating  discord  between  the  pastor 
and  the  minister  of  music  brought  turmoil  and  drastic  change  to  Greenwood  Forest.  Dr. 
Randy  Sherron,  Senior  Pastor,  suddenly  resigned.  He  delivered  his  last  sermon  October  11, 
2009.  Differences  of  opinion  within  the  congregation  concerning  the  conflict  and  perception 
of  some  members  that  the  Council  of  Deacons  was  withholding  information  about  the 
problem  resulted  in  confusion  and  heated  discussions. 

Rev.  April  Alston,  Minister  to  Youth  and  Children,  resigned  June  9,  2010.  Rev. 
Amanda  Atkin,  Associate  Pastor,  read  her  letter  of  resignation  at  the  June  20, 20 1 0,  business 
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meeting.  Rev.  David  Mellnick,  Minister  of  Music,  remained  in  his  position  until  he  resigned 
November  1,  2010. 

The  Council  of  Deacons  resigned  June  6, 20 1 0.  Most  of  the  Council  and  also  several 
long-time  members  left  the  church.  Greenwood  Forest  had  hit  a  rough  spot.  Members  who 
remained  prayed  earnestly  for  guidance  and  healing. 

A  New  Council  of  Deacons 

At  a  special  called  business  meeting  on  June  20,  2010,  the  church  chose  a  new 
Council  of  Deacons  with  Ed  Clayton  as  Chair.  Three  members  were  chosen  to  fill  vacancies 
of  the  Caregiving  Deacons. 

Believing  that  communication  -  or  lack  of  it  -  was  one  of  the  church's  main  problems, 
Ed,  as  well  as  others,  worked  tirelessly  to  promote  transparency  as  a  way  to  bring  unity  to 
the  congregation. 

The  body  of  deacons  continued  operating  under  the  existing  framework  while  the 
church  explored  restructuring  possibilities.  It  took  almost  two  years  of  careful  deliberation 
before  a  new  system  was  put  in  place. 

Keeping  On 

After  the  resignations  of  staff,  committed  church  members  rose  to  the  occasion  and 
held  an  impressive  and  meaningful  Bible  School  in  the  summer  of  20 1 0.  Others  helped  with 
youth  and  children's  activities.  Wake  Interfaith,  and  additional  outreach  projects. 

Rather  than  serving  a  catered  meal  on  Wednesday  evenings,  members  volunteered 
to  serve  in  groups  and  to  prepare  the  meals  themselves  on  a  rotating  schedule  -  a  move  that 
reduced  expenses  and  improved  the  quality  of  the  food.  The  meals  were  prepared  and  served 
in  the  newly  named  "Fran's  Food  and  Fellowship  Cafe." 

After  the  Wednesday  evening  meal,  the  youth  and  children  followed  their  usual 
schedules,  and  adults  resumed  Bible  study. 

Bridging  the  gap  between  older  members  and  young  couples,  members  occasionally 
provided  a  nursery  for  the  children  so  that  parents  could  have  some  free  time. 

In  the  Interim 

Several  changes  occurred  following  Dr.  Randy  Sherron's  resignation.  The  early 
worship  was  no  longer  held,  and  the  entire  church  worshiped  together  as  a  single  body  at 
eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning.  For  a  time  guest  speakers  supplied  the  pulpit.  Among 
them  were  Dr.  Luther  Brewer,  Pastor  Emeritus,  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church;  Dr.  Andy 
Wakefield,  Dr.  Lydia  Hoyle,  Dr.  Tony  Cartledge,  Dr.  Roy  E.  DeBrand,  Dr.  Cameron 
Jorgenson,  Dr.  Michael  Cogdill,  and  Dr.  Dan  Day  ,  all  of  Campbell  University  Divinity 
School;  Dr.  Larry  Hovis,  Executive  Coordinator  of  CBF  of  North  Carolina;  Dr.  Curtis 
Freeman  of  Duke  Divinity  School;  and  Dr.  Larry  Harper,  Senior  Pastor,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Creedmoor,  North  Carolina. 
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On  July  25, 20 1 0,  the  church  called  Dr.  Mack  Thompson  as  part-time  Interim  Pastor. 
A  covenant  agreement  between  GFBC  and  Dr.  Thompson  delineated  specific  tasks  and 
objectives.  A  retired  minister  with  experience  in  many  areas  of  Baptist  work,  Dr.  Thompson 
was  a  fortunate  choice.  Both  Dr.  Thompson  and  his  wife  Carol  proved  to  be  blessings  to  the 
congregation.  A  positive  feeling  about  the  future  of  the  church  began  to  be  in  evidence.  At 
last  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  was  moving  forward! 

Dr.  Thompson's  insightful  leadership  and  thought-provoking  sermons  continued  for 
more  than  a  year.  His  last  sermon,  just  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  new  pastor,  was  August 
14,  201 1.  After  some  vacation  and  time  away,  the  Thompsons  became  members  of  the 
church  on  January  15,  2012. 

The  Season  of  Lent 

Lent,  the  40-day  period  before  Easter  (excluding  Sundays),  is  an  important  time  in 
the  life  of  Christian  people.  It  is  a  time  to  remember  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  a  time  of  renewal  of  faith  and  recommitment. 

Ash  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  Lent,  is  a  day  of  prayer  and  repentance.  Members 
of  Greenwood  Forest  meet  for  an  evening  service  in  which  ashes  are  placed  on  the  foreheads 
of  adherents  as  a  sign  of  mourning  and  contrition. 

During  the  Season  of  Lent,  in  recent  years,  GFBC  designated  a  Sunday  Morning 
worship  service  as  a  prayer  service  for  healing.  Anyone  suffering  from  illness  of  any  kind 
was  invited  to  receive  anointing  and  prayer. 

Holy  Week,  the  period  of  time  from  Palm  Sunday  to  Easter  Sunday,  is  a  most 
significant  time  of  remembering  Jesus'  entrance  into  Jerusalem  and  the  events  which  led  up 
to  his  passion,  death,  and  resurrection.  On  Palm  Sunday,  the  children  at  Greenwood  Forest 
begin  the  worship  hour  by  carrying  palms  into  the  sanctuary. 

For  the  last  several  years,  a  brief  worship  service  has  been  held  in  the  sanctuary  at 
noon  each  weekday  during  Holy  Week.  A  Good  Friday  Service  of  Darkness  based  on  the 
seven  last  words  of  Christ  has  become  a  time  of  reflection  on  the  death  of  Christ. 

The  Flowering  Cross 

Every  Good  Friday  the  cross  in  the  sanctuary  wears  a  purple  drape,  and  the 
congregation  thinks  on  the  dark  and  somber  aspects  of  Christ's  crucifixion,  but  Christians 
reach  beyond  the  sorrow. 

Joy  abounds  on  Easter  Sunday:  Christ  arose!  In  201 1  and  2012,  crosses  adorned 
with  flowers  have  been  placed  in  the  sanctuary  and  in  the  narthex  to  represent  the  joy  of  the 
resurrection.  Members  brought  flowers  to  place  on  each  cross  and  upon  leaving  were 
reminded  again  of  Christ's  sacrifices  and  the  beauty  and  the  meaning  of  the  crosses. 

Following  the  morning  worship  services,  a  cross  of  flowers  was  placed  outside  by  the 
Greenwood  Forest  sign  so  that  passers-by  could  enjoy  it. 
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Advent  and  Christmas 

Every  year  the  four  Sundays  of  Advent  bring  excitement  and  anticipation  to 
Greenwood  Forest  through  significant  events.  The  Hanging  of  the  Green  Service,  originally 
on  the  first  Sunday  Evening  of  Advent,  was  changed  to  Sunday  Morning  in  2008.  The  Youth 
were  primarily  responsible  for  bringing  in  and  placing  the  greenery.  The  children  brought  in 
poinsettias,  given  by  members  of  the  congregation  in  memory  or  in  honor  of  loved  ones,  to 
grace  the  pulpit  and  choir  area.  In  2010  the  children  also  brought  figurines  of  the  nativity 
on  different  Sundays  and  placed  them  on  the  offering  table. 

The  Advent  wreath  with  the  four  outer  candles  represent  Hope,  Joy,  Love,  and  Peace, 
and  the  center  candle  represents  Christ,  the  Light  of  the  world.  The  candles  were  lighted  in 
successive  services  by  members  of  different  families. 

For  several  years  a  service  has  been  held  in  the  month  of  December  for  families  who 
have  suffered  grief  or  loss.  This  service  offers  an  opportunity  to  give  and  receive  comfort 
through  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  touch  of  friends. 

Each  year  all  of  the  choirs  at  Greenwood  Forest  participate  in  the  music  of  the 
Christmas  season.  Visiting  musicians  have  oftenjoined  GFBC  vocalists  and  instrumentalists 
to  bring  music  of  joyous  celebration. 

On  Sunday,  December  5,  2010,  the  40""  annual  presentation  of  Messiah  was  given  at 
Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  by  the  Cary  Community  Choir.  For  many,  this  traditional 
concert  marks  the  beginning  of  the  Christmas  season.  In  connection  with  the  Messiah 
presentation,  a  food  drive  was  conducted  to  benefit  the  Dorcas  Ministries  food  pantry. 

In  2011  Christmas  Day  was  on  Sunday.  The  morning  worship  was  a  joyful 
celebration  as  the  choir  and  members  praised  God  together  by  singing  Christmas  carols  and 
closing  the  service  with  the  Hallelujah  Chorus. 

Music  Ministry 

The  adult,  senior  adult,  youth,  and  children's  choirs  at  Greenwood  Forest  have 
provided  training  for  the  participants  and  a  source  of  inspiration  for  those  who  listen  to  their 
music.  The  men's  ensemble  has  blessed  the  congregation,  and  other  special  presentations, 
including  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  have  enriched  worship  experiences.  The 
handbell  choirs  have  become  a  vital  part  of  the  music  program  and  of  church  worship. 

The  children  have  explored  music  through  singing  and  playing  musical  instruments, 
as  well  as  through  physical  movement.  In  the  older  choirs,  the  children  have  learned  to  sing 
in  parts,  read  pitch  and  rhythms,  and  have  become  acquainted  with  hymns.  The 
congregation  is  always  delighted  to  hear  the  children  sing. 

Singing  at  intervals  throughout  the  year  and  especially  during  the  Christmas  season, 
the  Youth  Choir  has  contributed  much  to  worship  at  GFBC. 

May  16,  2010,  was  designated  Music  and  Worship  Sunday  at  Greenwood  Forest. 
The  Aduh  Choir,  Senior  Aduh  Choir,  and  the  Adult  Handbell  Choir  led  in  a  celebrafion  of 
worship.  Following  the  worship  service,  members  enjoyed  a  picnic  in  the  fellowship  hall 
and  on  the  patio  outside. 


142 


In  June  20 1 0,  the  Greenwood  Forest  Youth  Choir  joined  the  PuUen  Memorial  Baptist 
Church  Youth  Choir  for  a  tour  to  Washington  D.  C.  where  they  engaged  in  a  number  of 
activities  to  widen  their  perception  of  missions  and  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian  in  today's 
world.  The  combined  choirs  presented  two  concerts,  one  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Henderson,  North  Carolina,  and  one  at  Greenwood  Forest  at  the  morning  worship  service. 

After  Rev.  David  Mellnick's  resignation  in  November  2010,  Lee  Webb,  a  member 
of  Greenwood  Forest  and  a  former  church  music  director,  graciously  and  ably  led  the  music 
program  until  January  2011.  At  that  time  the  congregation  voted  approval  of  the  new 
position  for  the  Minister  of  Music,  and  Laura  Minnick  was  hired  on  a  part-time  basis.  An 
experienced  music  leader,  Laura  led  the  program  through  August  12,  2012. 

Stephen  Stacks  began  his  work  as  Director  of  Music  Ministries  at  GFBC  on  August 
15,  2012.  Both  he  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  lived  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  where  he  grew 
up  in  a  Baptist  Church.  He  has  a  Bachelor  of  Music  in  Church  Music  from  Furman 
University  and  a  Master  of  Sacred  Music  in  Choral  Conducting  from  Boston  University.  His 
experience  includes  working  as  Music  Assistant  at  churches  in  Greenville,  South  Carolina 
and  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Presently  Stephen  is  continuing  his  education  at  UNC, 
Chapel  Hill,  where  he  is  pursuing  a  PhD  in  Historical  Musicology. 

Throughout  the  fall  of  2012,  all  choirs  participated  as  usual  in  the  music  program  of 
Greenwood  Forest.  During  December,  the  new  director  led  a  study  of  Advent  hymns. 

The  adult  and  youth  provided  music  for  Christmas  and  rehearsed  for  the  special 
celebration  of  January  5""  and  6"\ 

Children 

Developmentally  appropriate  for  each  age  group,  the  children's  ministry  at 
Greenwood  Forest  provides  a  nurturing.  Christian  environment  for  children  age  six  weeks 
through  fifth  grade.  Various  purposeful  programs  through  the  years,  in  addition  to  traditional 
Sunday  School  and  Vacation  Bible  School,  have  channeled  the  energy  of  GFBC  children  into 
learning,  sharing,  fun,  and  worship  experiences. 

Shortly  after  calling  Dr.  Mack  Thompson  as  interim  pastor,  the  church  employed 
Katie  Morgan  as  part-time  Minister  to  Children  for  the  period  of  September  1,  2010,  to 
August  3 1 ,  20 1 1 .  In  the  absence  of  a  Youth  Minister,  Katie  also  assumed  responsibility  for 
youth  during  the  summer  of  201 1 .  She  continues  as  Minister  to  Children. 

A  2010  graduate  of  Tennessee  Wesleyan  College  with  majors  in  international 
missions  and  children's  ministry,  and  currently  a  student  at  Duke  Divinity  School,  Katie  has 
involved  the  children  of  Greenwood  Forest  in  many  meaningful  activities.  Her  Sunday 
Morning  Children's  Parables  capture  the  children's  interest  as  well  as  that  of  the  entire 
congregation  Programs  for  children  2010-2012  included:  Inquirers'  and  New  Believers' 
Class;  Big  Backyard  Summer  Camp;  Summer  Reading  Program,  (incorporating  trips  to  the 
Marbles  Museum,  6  Forks  Cinema,  Zpizza,  Science  Safari,  and  Monkey  Joe's);  and  the 
Lord's  Prayer  Children's  Worship  Series. 

Faith  Weaver  Friends  introduced  a  mid-week  program  for  K-2"'^  grade  children 
leading  them  to  experience  God's  love  through  Bible  stories,  snacks,  crafts,  missions,  and 
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drama.  Worship  in  Color,  a  three-workshop  adventure,  engaged  children  in  expressionism 
in  worship. 

The  annual  Trunk-or-Treat  event  at  the  end  of  October  is  a  time  for  children  to  have 
fellowship  with  one  another  and  celebrate  the  fall  season.  They  enjoy  face  painting,  cookie 
decorating,  carnival  snacks,  a  hay  ride,  and  a  bounce  house. 

In  201 1  pre-school  age  children  enjoyed  the  Pumpkin  Patch  and  Thankful  Feast  in 
November  and  the  Gingerbread  House  Party  in  December.  As  usual,  the  children 
participated  in  the  Family  Christmas  Eve  Service. 

Also  in  December  201 1,  in  conjunction  with  the  live  nativity  scene,  the  children's 
ministry  offered  a  journey  to  Bethlehem.  Children  experienced  a  typical  day  at  the  GFBC 
Bethlehem  market.  This  activity  was  repeated  in  2012. 

In  February  2012,  a  new  Christian  formation  group  for  older  elementary  children 
(3"'-5"'  grade)  began.  Called  "Grapple,"  this  group  served  as  a  space  for  children  to  grapple 
with  tough  faith  questions. 

In  the  spring  of  2012,  the  children  took  part  in  a  Children's  Ash  Wednesday  service, 
participated  in  a  Lenten  series  where  they  compared  friendship  with  Jesus  to  the 
characteristics  of  dryer  lint,  and  in  April  they  took  part  in  a  community  Easter  egg  hunt  -  to 
remind  them  of  a  "personal  search  for  Jesus." 

Vacation  Bible  School  Sky  Adventure  in  2012  emphasized  how  all  things  are 
possible  with  God.  "Trust  God"  was  the  theme. 

Kingdom  Kids,  a  4:00-5:00  pm  Sunday  Aftemoon  program  for  children  began  in 
September  2012.  Children  were  led  to  engage  in  spiritual  formation  activities  to  provide  a 
time  of  reflection  and  allow  them  to  spiritually  focus  their  week. 

Youth 

The  youth  of  Greenwood  Forest  comprise  an  energetic  group.  They  have  continued 
traveling  during  the  summers  to  different  locations  to  help  with  home  repairs  and  have  been 
engaged  in  many  other  worthwhile  activities. 

Youth  Sunday,  usually  in  April,  has  become  a  special  day  in  the  life  of  Greenwood 
Forest.  The  young  people  teach  all  of  the  adult  Sunday  School  classes,  provide  the  music 
with  selections  from  the  Youth  Choir  and  the  Youth  Handbell  Choir,  and  lead  the 
congregation  in  worship. 

On  February  8,  2009,  the  youth  presented  a  sweetheart  banquet,  entertainment,  and 
a  silent  auction  of  donated  baked  goods,  crafts,  and  other  items  It  was  an  exciting  evening 
that  raised  more  than  $5,000  to  help  pay  for  the  youth  group  to  attend  Passport  Choices,  a 
CBF-sponsored  summer  camp.  A  similar  function,  "Sweet  Southern  Nights,"  was  held  in 
April  2010. 

Following  the  resignation  of  Rev.  April  Alston  the  preceding  June,  Justin  Bowman 
began  his  ministry  with  GFBC  as  part-time  Minister  to  Youth  on  October  18,  2010.  After 
only  six  months,  he  resigned  April  12,  201 1,  effective  April  30,  201 1.  Greenwood  Forest 
again  searched  for  a  leader  for  the  Youth. 
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Rev.  Lauren  Hayes  Efird  started  as  part-time  Youth  Minister  on  October  9,  201 1. 
She  received  a  B.  A.  in  religion  and  psychology  from  Campbell  University  in  2006,  a 
Masters  of  Divinity  from  Duke  University  in  2009,  and  was  ordained  by  Home  Star 
Fellowship,  a  CBF  church  in  Raleigh,  in  September  2010.  Her  varied  experience  includes 
service  as  a  chaplain  at  Wake  Med  in  Cary,  chaplain  intern  at  Raleigh  Correctional  Center 
for  Women,  and  Pediatric  Chaplain  Resident  at  UNC  hospitals.  In  2009  she  married  Adam 
Efird,  also  a  graduate  of  Campbell  University.  On  August  12,  2010,  Lauren  accepted  an 
added  role  as  Minister  of  Congregational  Care  at  Greenwood  Forest. 

Under  Lauren's  able  leadership,  the  youth  continued  participation  in  Alpha  Omega 
on  Sunday  evenings  and  in  fall  retreats  as  they  had  fun  together,  worshipped,  and  explored 
the  meaning  of  Christian  discipleship. 

On  Sunday,  February  12,  2012,  Greenwood  Forest  Youth  spent  the  day  fasting, 
praying,  worshipping,  learning  about  poverty  in  Cary,  and  collecting  toilet  paper,  a  necessary 
and  needed  item,  for  Dorcas  Ministries. 

The  youth  began  the  season  of  Lent  in  2012  with  a  Shrove  Tuesday  pancake  supper 
at  IHOP.  They  enjoyed  a  delicious  meal  and  were  challenged  to  abstain  from  anything  that 
cluttered  their  spiritual  lives  and  to  focus  on  their  relationship  with  God  and  others  for  the 
40  days  ahead. 

During  the  summer,  the  youth  attended  Passport  Choices  Camp  at  Wingate  University 
for  a  five-day  session.  They  had  the  opportunity  of  bonding  with  youth  from  across  the 
nation  as  they  participated  in  Bible  studies,  fun  activities,  discipleship  groups,  and  nightly 
worship  services. 

During  the  winter  months,  the  girls  played  basketball  with  teams  from  other  local 
churches.  The  boys  were  their  most  spirited  cheerleaders! 

Each  December  the  Youth  continue  to  present  a  live  Nativity  scene  (in  the  sanctuary 
rather  than  outside).  These  performances  help  families  to  celebrate  together  the  true  meaning 
of  Christmas. 

Ordinations 

Two  exceedingly  capable  and  committed  young  women,  Whitney  Edwards  and  Katie 
Morgan,  have  been  ordained  into  ministry  in  ceremonies  at  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist 
Church.  Each  one  is  active  and  effective  in  her  chosen  field  of  work. 

Rev.  Whitney  Edwards,  recipient  of  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  Campbell 
University  in  2009,  was  ordained  May  2,  2010.  She  is  married  to  Rev.  Travis  Russell, 
Minister  of  Children,  Youth,  and  Families,  First  Baptist  Church,  Whiteville,  North  Carolina. 
Rev.  Whitney  Edwards  Russell  serves  as  Chaplain  at  Lower  Cape  Fear  Hospice  and  Life 
Care  Center. 

Rev.  Katie  Morgan  was  ordained  May  6,  2012.  Katie  continues  as  Minister  to 
Children  at  Greenwood  Forest. 
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A  New  Pastor 

On  Pentecost  Sunday,  June  12, 201 1,  Rev.  Wallace  Benjamin  (Ben)  Boswell,  invited 
by  the  Pastor  Search  Committee,  came  to  Greenwood  Forest  as  guest  proclaimer.  His 
dynamic  sermon,  based  on  the  Biblical  account  of  the  first  Pentecost,  ended  with  these 
words:  "That  mighty  wind  that  blew  into  the  upper  room  on  Pentecost  is  the  same  mighty 
wind  that  is  still  blowing  right  here  in  this  city  -  right  here  at  this  church.  And  if  you  listen 
hard  enough  you  can  hear  it  saying,  'This  is  not  all  there  is  -  there  is  so  much  more  to 
Christianity  -  so  much  more  to  church  -  so  much  more  to  this  life.  We  haven't  even 
scratched  the  surface  yet.  So  let's  stop  playing  it  safe  and  managing  our  expectations  and 
start  setting  some  crazy  goals  -  get  our  hopes  up  for  once  -  create  a  bold  vision  -  go  for  it  all  - 
and  dream  big!'" 

At  the  special  business  meeting  immediately  following  morning  worship,  church 
members  voted  unanimously  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  Boswell  as  the  next  pastor. 

Rev.  Boswell  and  his  family:  Toni,  Katelyn,  and  Lucy  Joy,  moved  to  Cary  during  the 
summer,  and  he  delivered  his  first  sermon  as  pastor  on  August  2 1 .  In  the  four-week  sermon 
series  beginning  that  day,  using  scripture  from  Matthew,  he  focused  on  the  basic  principles 
upon  which  the  church  is  founded.  Following  the  worship  service  on  August  2 1 , 20 1 1 ,  a  tree- 
planting  ceremony  took  place  in  the  area  across  from  the  narthex  entrance  to  the  church. 
With  assistance  from  Ed  Clayton  and  Pat  Hudson,  representing  the  congregation,  the  pastor 
planted  a  young  Coral  Bark  Maple,  a  symbol  of  new  beginnings  and  growth. 

Because  of  a  full  church  calendar.  Rev.  Boswell's  installation  service  was  delayed 
until  November  6,  201 1.  Present  for  that  service,  in  addition  to  many  of  his  family  and 
friends  and  other  Baptist  leaders  in  the  area,  were  CBFNC  Director  Larry  Hovis  and  Dr. 
Curtis  Freeman  from  Duke  Divinity  School  and  Rev.  Terry-Michael  Newell,  personal  mentor 
of  Rev.  Boswell.  Dr.  Roger  Nix,  Executive  Director  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association, 
spoke  and  delivered  the  prayer. 

The  new  pastor  stated  his  vision  for  Greenwood  Forest  as  a  "multi-cultural,  family 
centered,  mission-focused  church."  (See  Chapter  13  for  Rev.  Boswell's  Vision  Statement.) 

Rev.  Boswell  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  three-year  cycle  of  the  lectionary 
calendar  for  use  in  church  worship.  He  suggested  members  should  structure  their  lives  by 
a  calendar  that  helps  them  to  become  more  like  Christ. 

"First  Wednesdays,"  advocated  by  Rev.  Boswell  in  the  fall  of  201 1,  became  a  scene 
of  members'  involvement  in  new  mission  activities.  On  the  first  Wednesday  evening  of  each 
month,  the  whole  church  engaged  in  mission  projects.  These  projects  replaced  RAs  and  GAs 
on  Wednesday  nights  but  did  not  replace  other  mission  work  of  the  church.  On  the  other 
Wednesday  evenings  the  pastor  led  adults  in  Bible  study,  and  the  youth  and  children  resumed 
usual  activities. 

Praise  Assembly 

Recognizing  the  "diverse  spiritual  needs  of  the  congregation,"  Pastor  Boswell  gave 
interested  members  the  opportunity  to  sing  contemporary  church  songs.    At  the  first 
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organizational  meeting  on  November  1 1 , 201 1 ,  he  was  surprised  to  have  1 5  people  show  up 
and  take  part  in  forming  the  Praise  Team.  Jeff  Brown  and  Adam  Efird  agreed  to  lead  the 
group,  who  immediately  decided  on  a  format  for  the  program. 

The  Praise  Team  began  work  assembling  singers,  musicians,  audio/visual  persons, 
and  other  interested  volunteers.  After  practicing  for  a  month,  the  group  presented  the  very 
first  Praise  Assembly  on  February  5,  2012.  The  group  met  on  Sunday  mornings  in  the 
fellowship  hall  and  occasionally  took  part  in  the  morning  worship  service  in  the  sanctuary. 
The  Praise  Team  provided  music  for  a  Seniors'  dinner  as  well. 

Christinas  Bazaar 

Although  Greenwood  Forest  still  had  to  carefully  watch  its  budget,  members 
enthusiastically  responded  to  the  idea  of  holding  its  first  Christmas  bazaar  on  November  1 2, 
2011,  with  the  proceeds  going  to  the  Stop  Hunger  Now  Campaign.  Talented  members 
contributed  craft  items,  delicious  cakes,  pies  cookies,  preserves,  candy,  and  other  items  they 
had  made.  Some  members  with  "green  thumbs"  donated  lovely  plants  they  had  grown. 
Attendance  was  better  than  anticipated,  with  people  enjoying  ham  or  sausage  biscuits  and 
barbecue  on  the  spot  or  for  take-out.  To  everyone's  surprise,  these  foods  ran  out  long  before 
the  demand  for  them  was  met. 

The  sum  from  the  sale  reached  $8,656,  better  than  expected.  So,  in  partnership  with 
the  Cary  Central  Rotary  Club,  the  members  were  able  to  assemble  36,000  packets  for  the 
hungry.  The  bazaar  was  so  successful  the  congregation  held  a  second  one  in  2012,  with 
proceeds  exceeding  $10,000. 

Martha  Stearns  Marshall  Month  of  Preaching 

During  the  month  of  February,  2012,  Greenwood  Forest  celebrated  the  Martha 
Steams  Marshall  Month  of  Preaching  sponsored  by  Baptist  Women  in  Ministry.  Martha 
Steams  Marshall  was  an  1 8""  century  woman  who,  contrary  to  accepted  behavior,  preached 
alongside  her  brother  and  husband  and  helped  establish  a  Baptist  church  at  Sandy  Creek, 
North  Carolina,  near  what  is  now  Siler  City. 

Four  women  were  the  proclaimers  at  the  Sunday  worship  services.  Thoughtfiil 
sermons  were  brought  by  Rev.  Jan  Rush,  former  youth  minister  and  pastor,  hospital  chaplain, 
and  seminar  leader,  on  Febmary  5;  Rev.  Katie  Morgan,  GFBC  Minister  to  Children,  on 
Febmary  12;  Rev.  Lauren  Efird,  GFBC  Minister  to  Youth,  on  Febmary  19;  and  Dr.  Joy 
Moore,  Associate  Dean  for  Black  Church  Studies  and  Church  Relations  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  on  Febmary  26. 

Through  participating  in  this  celebration,  the  church  showed  support  of  women  in 
ministry,  was  counted  with  other  Baptist  churches  in  celebrafing  the  gifts  and  calling  of 
women,  and  was  reminded  that  God  does  indeed  speak  through  women. 
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Deacon  Council  Restructure  and  Bylaws  Revision 

After  several  months  of  intense  deliberation,  an  ad  hoc  committee  presented  a  plan 
for  restructuring  of  the  deacon  body.  The  recommendation  was  to  transform  the  structure 
of  the  two  groups  of  deacons  (the  Caregiving  Deacons  and  the  Council  of  Deacons)  into  one 
Deacon  Board  consisting  of  seventeen  members:  the  Deacon  Chair;  thirteen  Ministry  Chairs 
(to  address  the  needs  of  various  church  groups);  and  three  At-Large  Deacons  -  the  Deacon 
Chair  and  Ministry  Chairs  to  be  elected  for  terms  of  two  years,  and  the  At-Large  Deacons  for 
one-year  terms.  The  concerns  of  the  Caregiving  Deacons  would  be  assigned  to  a  new 
Congregational  Care  Ministry. 

The  change  in  the  deacon  structure  required  a  revision  of  the  church  bylaws.  Some 
additional  modifications  were  made  to  bring  the  bylaws  up  to  date. 

Changes  in  the  restructuring  of  the  deacon  body  and  changes  in  the  bylaws,  voted  on 
and  approved  at  a  church  business  meeting.  May  20,  2012,  were  implemented  at  the 
beginning  of  the  new  church  year. 

Geneva  Park  Community  Block  Party 

On  June  9,  2012,  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  joined  with  the  Cary  Police 
Department  in  hosting  a  block  party  for  the  residents  living  in  the  Geneva  Park  apartments 
on  Wrenn  Drive.  The  church's  involvement  stemmed  from  the  staffs  desire  to  reach  out  to 
neighboring  communities.  Outreach  and  Missions  committees  promoted  the  idea,  and  almost 
30  volunteers  from  church  showed  up  to  cook  and  serve  hot  dogs,  juice,  and  desserts  to  the 
residents,  no  charge.  Some  members  worked  with  children  on  arts  and  crafts  while  others 
supervised  the  Moon  Bounce  and  did  face  paintings.  Recordings  by  the  Praise  Team 
furnished  inspiring  music  for  the  day. 

Displays  were  presented  by  Fire,  SWAT,  and  EMS  teams.  Everyone  enjoyed  the 
demonstrations  featuring  students  from  White  Tiger  Tae  kwon  do  and  Cary  PD's  K9  unit. 
The  police  department  was  joined  by  the  highway  patrol.  GFBC's  work  with  the  block  party 
was  featured  on  WRAL  TV. 

Pastor  Boswell  wrote  in  the  June  \1  Enabler  that  the  party  was  a  great  success.  He 
said  that  "children  of  all  races  and  backgrounds  played  together  like  they  had  no  differences 
.  .  .  ."  Also,  the  residents  of  the  community  left  knowing  someone  cared  about  them. 
"Relationships  were  bom,  friendships  were  formed,  and  trust  was  built." 

Ministerial  Interns 

At  different  times  Greenwood  Forest  had  the  opportunity  of  employing  pastoral 
interns.  The  interns  gained  valuable  experience  as  they  served  the  church  in  various  ways, 
and  the  church  benefited  from  their  service.  Among  the  interns  for  the  last  few  years  were 
C.  J.  Bagley,  Rev. Whitney  Edwards,  Jackson  Glasgow,  Cedric  Horton,  and  Eric  Bean. 
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Eric  Bean  served  GFBC  as  pastoral  intern  during  the  summer  of  2012.  A  student  at 
Duke  University  Divinity  School,  he  eagerly  assisted  in  several  areas  of  work  including 
teaching  different  Sunday  School  classes.  On  Sunday,  July  8,  2012,  in  his  first  experience 
preaching,  he  delivered  a  thought-provoking  morning  sermon  for  the  congregation  at 
Greenwood  Forest. 

Senior  Adults 

The  Senior  Adults  kept  a  busy  schedule.  Luncheon  and  dinner  meetings,  with 
attendance  from  80  to  120,  continued  on  a  regular  basis  with  educational,  inspirational,  and 
entertaining  programs  holding  the  interest  of  attendees. 

One  enjoyable  program  was  the  Senior  Adults  Antiques  Road  Show,  November  2, 
2010.  Members  brought  family  "treasures"  for  display,  told  about  them,  and  had  them 
appraised. 

A  new  project  of  the  group  was  a  coupon  sharing  station  located  near  the  church 
office.  Individuals  could  go  there  to  share  coupons  to  help  in  a  time  of  an  ailing  economy. 

The  Senior  Adults  continued  traveling.  They  enjoyed  trips  to  attractions  within  the 
Raleigh  area  such  as  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Art  and  the  Raleigh  Little  Theater,  as 
well  as  excursions  to  places  of  interest  in  other  states. 

Carolyn  Hopkins  continued  as  part-time  Minister  to  Senior  Adults  until  20 1 0  when 
her  title  was  changed  to  Minister  of  Congregational  Care.  She  worked  faithfully  until  her 
resignation  May  3 1 ,  20 1 2. 

Including  inactive  members,  by  September  2012  Senior  Adults  numbered 
approximately  300.  A  large  segment  of  the  congregation,  many  of  them  held  positions  as 
teachers  and  leaders  and  supported  the  church  in  numerous  ways.  Pastor  Ben  Boswell 
encouraged  the  Senior  Adults  to  remain  actively  involved  in  the  life  of  Greenwood  Forest. 

End  of  Life  Planning 

In  2012  Rev.  Boswell  thought  it  was  important  for  the  congregation  to  take  part  in 
a  seminar  on  planning  for  the  end  of  life.  He  met  with  adult  Sunday  School  classes  and 
provided  folders  and  forms  for  use  in  making  these  important  decisions. 

The  packets  contained  useful  information  on  making  a  living  will,  designating  a 
power  of  attorney,  and  planning  one's  own  memorial  service-thus  relieving  family  members 
from  making  these  decisions  at  a  time  of  bereavement.  Pastor  Boswell  encouraged  each 
member  to  make  these  plans  and  place  a  copy  in  the  church  office.  The  member's  own 
instructions  would  be  ready  when  needed. 


149 


The  Media  Center 

The  GFBC  Media  Center  continued  to  be  open  at  regularly  scheduled  times.  In 
addition  to  taking  turns  at  the  circulation  desk,  volunteers  helped  with  the  selection  and 
preparation  of  materials  for  the  use  of  church  members. 

After  Dr.  Charles  Tucker,  first  pastor  of  the  church,  died  in  2008,  much  of  his 
extensive  library  came  to  Greenwood  Forest.  Included  in  the  Tucker  Reference  Library  are 
Bible  commentaries  and  synopses  by  noted  theologians;  Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  study 
guides;  doctrinal  studies;  encyclopedias;  different  versions  of  the  Bible;  and  volumes  of 
history  and  philosophy.  These  excellent  resources,  along  with  those  given  by  Dr.  Luther 
Brewer  and  Dr.  Mack  Thompson  and  others  selected  by  the  Media  Staff  are  available  for 
anyone  and  especially  for  serious  students  of  the  Bible. 

In  20 1 2,  church  staff  members  were  asked  for  suggestions  for  additions  to  the  Media 
Center.  Their  recommendations  have  been  helpful  in  the  selection  process.  A  section  for 
young  adult  readers  has  been  initiated,  and  copies  of  the  Newberry  Award  Books  for  junior 
readers  are  being  located  and  placed  on  the  shelves. 

Many  books  have  been  given  as  memorials  by  Sunday  School  classes  and  individuals. 
These  have  been  especially  welcome  in  a  time  of  diminished  budget. 

An  assessment  of  needs  for  new  audio  visual  equipment  has  been  underway  with  the 
hope  that  these  needs  can  be  met  in  the  near  future. 

The  Media  Staff  has  undertaken  the  implementation  of  an  on-line  catalog.  This  is  a 
slow  and  painstaking  process  which,  when  completed,  will  simplify  the  searching  for  and 
checking  out  of  materials. 

Archive 

The  Archive  contains  information  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  mission  that  became 
Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church.  Scrapbooks  begun  by  Peggy  Branch  in  1962  are 
continually  updated  and  actually  tell  the  Church's  history. 

Besides  the  weekly  task  of  processing  and  recording  business  meeting  minutes, 
building  programs,  pictures,  slides,  and  other  information,  in  201 1  the  workers  replaced  an 
old  system  of  shelf  listings  with  an  Archive  Master  List  which  includes  everything  stored  in 
the  Archive  and  where  it  is  located  on  the  shelves.  The  items  are  also  cross-referenced  in  the 
file  to  make  access  to  related  materials  easier.  In  2012,  the  workers  began  compiling 
information  needed  for  the  50""  Anniversary  Celebration. 
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(jJ^'BC  Joutk  ^Activities  -  2012 


gj^'BC  "Picnic  On-Tfte-Qrotrnds  -  2012 


gg^'BC  Cfiristmas  "Bazaar  -  2012 


12.  Honoring  the  Past— Connecting  to  the  Future 

Study  the  past  if  you  would  define  the  future. 

Confucius 

Celebration  of  GFBC  50""  Anniversary 

Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  was  50  years  old  on  January  6,  2013.  This 
momentous  occasion  called  for  celebrations  that  began  on  January  8,  2012,  continued 
throughout  the  year,  and  culminated  on  January  6,  2013.  Various  parts  of  the  history  were 
included  as  puzzles  in  the  Enabler,  taking  the  members  back  to  the  church  history.  The 
Vision,  for  answers,  while  Enabler  inserts  placed  throughout  the  year  reminded  the  early 
members  and  informed  the  later  ones  of  the  path  the  church  had  taken  to  become  the  church 
it  is  today.  On  January  12,  2012,  Carol  Wells  and  Mac  Graham,  both  charter  members  and 
members  of  the  first  Board  of  Deacons,  made  short  comments  about  the  early  history  of  the 
church  and  the  coming  50"'  Anniversary  Celebration.  Representing  the  future,  Jennifer 
Harris  Coltrane  and  Tess  Colman  appeared  with  them. 

Rededicating  the  Sanctuary 

On  April  22,  2012,  the  members  celebrated  the  first  Anniversary  event  by 
rededicating  the  sanctuary.  Those  recognized  included  former  ministers,  staff  at  the  time  of 
the  first  dedication  (April  22, 1 979)  and  members  of  the  sanctuary  building  committee.  The 
late  Bryce  and  Mary  Hudson  Jones  were  honored  for  the  gift  of  land  they  gave  for  the  church 
building.  A  special  section  of  the  commemorative  bulletin  was  devoted  to  them  whereby 
various  members  of  the  congregation  shared  memories  of  the  generous  couple. 

The  congregation  welcomed  the  Jones's  daughter  Bettie  O'  Shields  and  her  family  and 
other  special  guests:  Dr.  Bob  Mullinax,  chairperson  of  the  Missions  Committee  from  First 
Baptist  Church;  Mrs.  Rachel  Tucker,  wife  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  Tucker,  first  pastor  of 
GFBC;  and  Rev.  Richard  Hawk,  student  pastor  for  the  mission,  and  his  wife  Nell. 

To  carry  out  the  anniversary  theme.  Honoring  the  Past— Connecting  to  the  Future, 
young  children  gave  to  the  congregation  mementos  of  small  packets  of  broken  bricks  left 
over  from  the  building.  The  youth  gave  charter  members  bricks  tied  with  gold  ribbons  to 
hold  until  January  6,  2013,  when  the  bricks  would  be  entrusted  to  young  families  of  their 
choosing.  Following  the  significant  service,  members  enjoyed  refreshments  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall. 
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DVDs 


The  Anniversary  Committee  arranged  for  several  DVDs  to  be  made  and  stored  in  the 
Church  Archive.  Interviews  with  Richard  Hawk,  student  pastor  of  the  mission,  and  with 
charter  members  of  Greenwood  Forest,  were  made.  The  celebration  of  the  rededication  of 
the  sanctuary  on  April  22,  was  also  recorded. 

Family  Tree 

Beginning  on  August  12,  2012,  as  part  of  the  50""  anniversary  celebration,  families 
placed  their  names  on  leaves  attached  to  the  Church  Family  Tree  in  the  sanctuary.  The  dates 
began  with  1963,  then  1970,  and  continued  at  10-year  intervals  to  the  present  time.  Different 
colored  leaves  represented  the  different  decades.  Members  looked  forward  to  watching  the 
colorful  tree  grow. 

Homecoming  and  Dinner  on  the  Grounds 

The  second  50'^  year  celebration  event,  a  church-wide  picnic,  took  place  on 
September  23, 2012.  To  begin  this  special  celebration,  the  congregation  welcomed  as  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  worship  service  Dr.  Steve  Jolly,  Minister  of  Freemason  Baptist 
Church  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  his  wife  Sandra.  Steve  had  served  Greenwood  Forest  from 
1990  to  2002  in  several  positions,  first  as  part-time  Interim  Youth  Director  and  later  as  full- 
time  Youth  Director  and  Associate  Pastor.  Sandra  had  participated  in  the  sacred  dance  group 
and  other  church  activities.  Obviously,  the  congregation  had  been  saddened  by  the  Jollys' 
departure  and  rejoiced  to  see  them  again. 

Dr.  Jolly's  sermon  topic,  "The Re-membered  Church,  "based  on  Philippians  1:3-10, 
challenged  hearers  to  remember  with  thanksgiving  and  gratitude  those  who  have  led  the  way 
and  to  live  out  their  Christian  faith  with  the  same  selfless  dedication,  and  become 
"touchstones  in  someone's  house  of  faith." 

The  SG"^  Anniversary  Committee  arranged  a  get-together  on  the  previous  Saturday 
afternoon  for  former  youth  who  had  been  in  the  program  under  Steve's  guidance.  Many  of 
the  former  youth  returned  especially  to  visit  with  their  admired  leader  and  his  wife. 

Following  the  worship  service  on  Sunday,  people  moved  outside  for  an  old-fashioned 
"dinner  on  the  grounds"-  a  delicious  catered  meal  of  pork  BBQ,  chicken,  slaw,  and  potato 
salad,  with  an  abundance  of  delectable  desserts  brought  by  members.  After  the  meal, 
everyone  enjoyed  lively  spiritual  music  by  the  Praise  Team,  men's  quartet,  children's  choir, 
and  an  accordion  medley  by  Otto  Dykstra. 

The  children  jumped  in  the  bounce  house  and  participated  in  other  fun  activities.  The 
day's  celebration  ended  with  a  kickball  game  between  staff  members  and  the  youth. 
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This  is  Your  Life 


As  part  of  the  50""  anniversary  celebration,  a  special  program  held  Wednesday 
evening,  October  17,  focused  on  Luther  and  Mary  George  Brewer.  Dr.  Brewer  served  as 
pastor  for  33  years  of  the  50  years  of  the  church's  existence.  "This  is  Your  Life"  was  the 
theme  for  commemorating  the  Brewers'  years  of  service. 

Church  members  shared  stories,  some  humorous  and  others  touching,  about  the 
Brewers  during  their  leadership  at  Greenwood  Forest. 

Time  Capsule 

To  mark  the  special  significance  of  the  occasion  and  to  connect  to  the  fiiture,  the 
members  chose  certain  items  relating  to  the  present  to  go  into  a  time  capsule  to  be  opened 
in  2063,  the  100"'  year  anniversary  of  the  church.  Items  placed  in  the  capsule  included 
pictures,  copies  of  documents,  writings,  and  other  objects  that  represented  who  the  members 
were  and  what  the  church  was  like  in  2012-2013. 

The  capsule  will  be  held  inside  the  church  until  fiirther  construction  takes  place  and 
then  it  will  be  buried. 

The  Big  Celebration:  January  5  &  6,  2013 

On  Saturday  night,  January  5, 20 1 3,  the  members  began  the  celebration  with  a  savory 
meal  served  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  A  jovial  air  prevailed  as  the  congregation  gathered  and 
greeted  each  other  as  members  of  Greenwood  Forest's  Church  Family.  A  feeling  of  unity 
was  apparent. 

After  the  meal,  the  congregation  moved  into  the  sanctuary.  There  they  listened  to  a 
focus  on  the  contents  of  the  time  capsule  and  also  to  music  composed  by  William  Walton 
and  presented  by  the  adult  choir  and  organ.  The  paired  pieces,  Te  Deum  and  Jubilate 
Deo,  were  joyous  and  uplifting.  The  message  delivered  by  Dr.  Curtis  Freeman  of  Duke 
Divinity  School  brought  reflection  and  inspiration.  At  the  close,  members  went  away  with 
a  feeling  of  community  and  looking  forward  to  the  Sunday  service  the  next  day. 

A  new  anthem.  Arise,  Shine,  commissioned  by  Greenwood  Forest  and  composed 
especially  for  the  occasion  by  Dr.  Phil  Young,  Composer  in  Residence  for  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Henderson,  North  Carolina,  filled  the  sanctuary  on  Sunday  morning,  January  6,  with 
beautiftil  and  joyful  music.  The  anthem,  based  on  Isaiah  60: 1 ,  to  coincide  with  the  Epiphany 
season  of  the  church  year,  was  exuberantly  delivered  by  the  choir,  organ,  brass  ensemble,  and 
handbells. 

An  old  friend  came  as  guest  speaker  to  deliver  the  sermon  on  January  6.  Dr.  William 
(Bill)  Crouch,  Jr.,  GFBC  youth  leader  from  1973-1976  and  currently  President  of 
Georgetown  University,  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  returned  to  Greenwood  Forest  to  help  the 
members  celebrate  this  significant  anniversary.  Everyone  welcomed  Dr.  Crouch,  and  those 
individuals  who  had  been  under  Bill's  guidance  as  youth  were  especially  delighted  to  see  him 
and  hear  him  speak. 
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During  the  morning  service,  the  passing  of  the  bricks  (left  over  from  building  the 
sanctuary  and  which  charter  members  had  been  commissioned  to  hold)  to  young  families  of 
their  choosing,  gave  meaning  to  Honoring  the  Past— Connecting  to  the  Future,  an 
important  step  for  the  future  of  the  church. 

The  many  50"'  Anniversary  celebrations  were  especially  meaningful  and  fun  for  the 
members.  Everyone  has  surely  gained  a  better  understanding  of  the  process  that  the  church 
passed  through:  the  good  times,  the  lean  times,  and  the  sad  times. 

Fifty  Successful  Years 

In  January  1963,  Greenwood  Forest  began  with  99  charter  members.  In  2013,  the 
total  church  membership  (including  active  resident,  inactive  resident,  and  non-resident 
members)  was  1365.  The  total  number  of  active  and  local  members  was  685.  Although 
several  people  left  the  church  during  the  problems  of  2009-2010,  the  faithful  group  that 
remained  gladly  welcomed  new  members  into  the  congregation. 

Several  factors  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  GFBC.  First,  the  members  had  the 
spiritual  guidance  of  able  and  wise  pastors  who  helped  shape  the  church  that  became 
Greenwood  Forest.  Dr.  Brewer  led  the  members  in  researching  and  thoroughly  studying  the 
situation  that  influenced  the  church's  decision  to  withdraw  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  to  join  with  other  like-minded  Baptist  Churches  to  form  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship.  Later,  when  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  embraced 
certain  policies  that  the  members  could  not  in  good  conscience  adopt.  Dr.  Sherron  guided  the 
church  in  separating  from  the  State  Convention.  The  assistance  from  interim  pastors.  Dr. 
Dorman  and  Dr.  Thompson,  during  decidedly  difficult  days  proved  invaluable. 

Second,  the  strength  and  determination  of  the  members  to  move  forward  and 
overcome  adversity,  when  it  occurred,  proved  to  be  an  asset.  From  the  very  beginning,  the 
congregation  of  GFBC  consisted  of  people  from  many  different  states,  but  instead  of 
diversity  of  backgrounds  dividing  the  membership,  the  people  learned  from  each  other  and 
became  stronger. 

The  congregation  grew,  the  group  erected  buildings  to  provide  necessary  space,  but 
the  real  test  consisted  of  spiritual  growth.  The  church,  in  Christian  love  and  concern,  always 
reached  out  to  those  who  needed  help.  So  the  members  were  ready  for  Rev.  Boswell  who 
helped  the  church  to  begin  to  move  forward  again  after  a  particularly  trying  time.  He 
especially  encouraged  inclusiveness  and  acceptance  of  those  who  are  different. 

Inclusiveness  was  not  a  new  idea.  All  of  the  pastors  urged  unity  with  all  persons. 
Just  before  the  move  into  the  first  building.  Dr.  Tucker,  writing  in  the  Enabler,  challenged 
the  congregation  and  his  words  continue  to  challenge  us:  "Let  these  doors  stay  open  as  wide 
as  the  'heart  of  Christ.'  Without  regard  to  social  class  or  to  race,  let  them  never  close  before 
anyone  who  seeks  Christ's  grace." 
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QJ^'BC  Cfiitdrm  -  l^omorrozv's  Leaders 


13.  Diverse.  United.  Formed.  Sent. 


A  VastoraC  Vision  for  Qrcenwood  forest  'Baptist  Churcfi 

'Hcv.  benjamin  Boswett,  'Pastor 

God  has  poured  out  the  Spirit  again  on  Greenwood  Forest  and  that  means  it's  time 
to  dream  new  dreams  and  to  envision  a  new  future  for  God's  people.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
dream  alone  or  to  create  my  own  personal  vision  for  this  congregation.  Instead,  it  is  my  job 
to  invite  you  to  come  on  a  journey  with  me,  as  together  we  prayerfully  seek  to  discern  what 
God's  dream  and  vision  is  for  our  church  community.  God's  dream  and  vision  for  us  is  what 
is  most  important,  and  you  have  called  me  as  your  pastor  to  lead  you  in  the  good  work  of 
discerning  God's  dream  and  vision  for  us  as  a  people.  I  take  it  as  a  great  honor  and  privilege 
to  partner  with  you  in  this  important  endeavor. 

Jesus  characterized  God's  dream  and  vision  for  the  world  as  the  "Kingdom  of  God," 
and  therefore  any  understanding  of  our  mission  as  a  church  community  must  be  focused  on 
that  ultimate  goal.  According  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  an  upside 
down  kingdom  where  the  last  are  first  and  the  least  are  the  greatest.  It  is  a  place  where  the 
poor,  the  grieving,  the  humble,  the  hungry,  the  merciful,  the  pure  in  heart,  the  peacemakers, 
and  the  persecuted  are  blessed  (Matthews).  It  is  a  place  where  the  captives  are  released,  the 
blind  can  see,  and  the  oppressed  are  free  (Luke  4). 

The  Kingdom  of  God  has  been  established  by  Jesus  on  Earth,  and  he  has  called  us  to 
be  co-workers  with  him  in  the  continued  development  of  that  Kingdom.  Our  role  is  stated 
quite  simply  by  Jesus  in  Matthew  28,  "Go  therefore,  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
teaching  them  to  obey  everything  that  I  have  commanded  you.  "  As  Baptists  we  have 
commonly  referred  to  this  as  "The  Great  Commission,"  and  from  the  very  beginning 
churches  like  ours  have  always  made  it  their  primary  mission. 

But  "The  Great  Commission"  is  a  general  mission  statement  for  all  Christians,  which 
means  it  is  not  specific  enough  to  be  the  mission  of  a  local  church.  We  are  a  unique  and 
distinctive  people  and  that  means  we  must  find  our  own  unique  and  distinctive  way  to  go 
about  the  work  of  making  disciples.  We  need  a  more  particular  vision  that  describes  how 
we  at  Greenwood  Forest  are  going  to  fulfill  "The  Great  Commission."  I  see  four  core  values 
that  help  to  describe  who  we  are  and  where  we  are  headed  as  a  community  of  faith: 
Diversity,  Unity,  Formation,  and  Service. 
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1.  Diverse  in  Origins.  Cary  is  no  longer  a  place  where  everybody  looks  the  same.  Our 
town  has  become  very  diverse  place  to  live.  There  has  been  an  influx  of  people  from  the 
North  who  have  come  to  the  town  of  Cary  to  find  work  and  to  raise  their  families,  and  they 
come  with  many  different  cultural  traditions  and  religious  backgrounds.  We  also  now  have 
a  large  population  of  people  of  Hispanic,  Asian,  and  African  descent  who  long  to  feel 
included  and  accepted  in  the  community.  Thankfully,  Greenwood  Forest  is  beginning  to  look 
more  and  more  diverse,  just  like  the  town  of  Cary.  This  is  something  that  we  should 
celebrate  and  build  upon!  Our  goal  as  a  congregation  should  be  to  reach  out  to  others  in  such 
a  welcoming  and  hospitable  way  that  we  become  a  multi-cultural  and  interracial  community 
of  people  from  diverse  ethnic  and  religious  traditions. 

2.  United  in  Christ.  As  members  of  a  congregation  that  is  diverse  in  its  religious 
and  ethnic  backgrounds,  one  of  the  most  important  things  to  work  on  as  a  church  is  unity  in 
the  body  of  Christ.  As  Christians,  we  must  always  remember  that  we  are  united  in  Christ. 
As  a  church,  we  must  strive  to  remain  Christ-centered,  because  that' s  what  brings  us  together 
as  people  of  faith  and  that  is  what  makes  us  a  distinctively  Christian  church.  Given  the 
discord  created  among  us  during  the  "recent  unpleasantness,"  working  toward  unity  between 
the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ  should  be  an  incredibly  important  value  for  us  at 
Greenwood  Forest.  We  have  to  work  diligently  now  to  make  sure  that  the  theological  and 
political  divisions  in  our  culture  today  do  not  creep  in  and  divide  us  as  a  congregation.  Being 
united  in  and  centered  on  Christ  will  help  us  stay  together. 

3.  Formed  in  Faith.  The  primary  mission  that  we  are  called  to  as  a  church  is  to 
make  disciples.  Greenwood  Forest  has  always  believed  that  becoming  disciples  of  Jesus 
requires  Christian  education.  Our  youth,  children,  and  adult  Sunday  School  programs  have 
served  us  well  for  many  years  and  have  provided  our  members  with  solid  opportunities  for 
discipleship  through  Bible  study.  However,  Sunday  School  alone  is  not  enough  to  make  and 
form  people  into  disciples  in  the  world  we  live  in  today.  We  need  more  opportunities  for 
education  that  are  not  on  Sunday  mornings  and  classes  that  are  not  based  on  age  but  on 
interest.  We  need  small  groups  that  meet  for  the  purpose  of  going  beyond  an  educational 
study  of  the  Bible  that  informs  our  minds.  We  need  to  develop  groups  for  our  members  to 
engage  in  spiritual  practices  that  form  our  hearts  and  spirits  as  well. 

4.  Sent  in  Service.  Like  education,  missions  have  always  been  at  the  heart  of  who 
we  are  as  a  people  of  faith.  As  we  look  toward  the  future,  we  must  strive  to  take  the  next 
step  in  our  missional  engagement  with  the  community  and  the  world  around  us.  It's  no 
longer  sufficient  to  wait  on  people  to  come  to  us  to  do  missions.  We  must  go  and  send  our 
congregation  out  into  the  community  to  the  places  where  there  are  people  who  are  in  need 
of  a  touch  of  God's  love.  We  need  to  take  the  church  to  the  streets  and  begin  searching  for 
the  most  vulnerable  and  neglected  people  in  our  society  to  whom  we  can  commit  ourselves 
to  love,  to  serve,  and  to  care  for  like  Christ.  We  must  strive  to  be  a  church  where  the  least 
and  the  lost  feel  like  they  can  come  and  be  an  integral  part  of  our  community.  We  are  called 
to  be  diverse,  united,  and  formed  only  so  that  we  can  be  sent  to  serve. 
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These  four  core  values  -  diversity,  unity,  formation,  and  service  -  not  only  reflect  who  we  are 
now  but  they  also  represent  who  we  want  to  become.  I  believe  that  this  is  the  unique  and 
particular  way  that  God  has  called  us  to  participate  in  the  dawning  of  the  "Kingdom  of  God" 
on  Earth  and  to  work  together  to  fulfill  "The  Great  Commission"  as  a  church  community. 
Now  I  invite  you  to  interact,  to  engage,  and  to  participate  in  this  vision.  Join  me  in  the 
wonderful  process  of  dreaming  about  our  future  as  a  people  of  faith,  and  let  us  begin  the 
good  work  that  God  has  called  us  to  do. 

Almighty  God,  send  us  your  mighty  wind  and  fill  our  souls  with  the  power  of 
your  Spirit  -  give  us  new  visions  for  the  future  and  help  us  to  dream  big 
dreams,  not  just  for  ourselves.  Lord,  but  give  us  new  dreams  for  this  church, 
for  this  community,  and  for  the  building  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  We  know 
that  unless  we  are  able  to  dream  it  we  won  V  be  able  to  do  it.  So  let  us  not  be 
content  with  simply  being  practical  or  realistic,  but  instead  let  our  dreams  run 
wild.  In  the  name  of  your  son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  we  pray. . . . 

Amen 
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Dr.  Charles  R.  Tucker 
Pastor 
1963  -  1966 


Charles  R.  Tucker,  a  native  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  earned  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Delta  State  Teachers  College,  Cleveland, 
Mississippi.  He  received  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  Master  of  Theology,  and 
Doctor  of  Theology  degrees  from  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Before  coming  to  Greenwood  Forest,  Dr.  Tucker  served  as  pastor  of 
Parkton  Baptist  Church,  Parkton,  North  Carolina,  for  seven  years  and  as 
head  of  the  Bible  Department  at  Wingate  Junior  College,  Wingate,  North 
Carolina,  for  five  years. 

Dr.  Tucker  accepted  a  call  to  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  in 
April  1963  and  began  his  pastorate  in  September. 

Coming  to  Cary  with  Dr.  Tucker  were  his  wife,  the  former  Rachel 
Stubbs  of  Utica,  Mississippi,  and  their  two  young  sons  Randy  and  Eddie. 


Dr.  Luther  G.  Brewer 
Pastor 
1966  -  1999 


Luther  G.  Brewer  was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

He  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  history  from  Ouchita 
Baptist  College,  Arkadelphia,  Arkansas,  and  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  While  serving  as  pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest,  he  received 
a  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from  San  Francisco  Theological  Seminary, 
San  Anselmo,  California. 

Prior  to  his  coming  to  Greenwood  Forest,  Dr.  Brewer  served  first 
as  associate  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Lumberton,  North 
Carolina,  and  then  as  pastor  of  Enka  Baptist  Church,  Enka,  in  western 
North  Carolina 

Dr.  Brewer's  wife  Mary  George  and  their  three  children  Gordon, 
Rosemary,  and  Tim  moved  with  the  pastor  into  the  church  parsonage 
on  Maynard  Road  in  Cary  in  September  1966. 


Dr.  Charles  E.  Dorman 
Interim  Pastor 
1999  -  2001 

Charles  E.  Dorman  was  born  in  Cowpens,  South  Carolina. 

He  received  degrees  from  Duke  University,  Durham,  North 
Carolina,  and  from  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Wake 
Forest,  North  Carolina. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  Cameron  Baptist  Church,  Cameron,  North 
Carolina,  and  served  for  17  years  as  pastor  of  Fuquay-Varina  Baptist 
Church,  Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina.  He  became  Director  of  Student 
Field  Ministries  at  Southeastern  Seminary. 

In  1992  Dr.  Dorman  became  involved  in  Intentional  Ministry 
Training  and  became  a  key  figure  in  that  program.  He  served  several 
churches  as  interim  pastor  providing  training  to  many  congregational 
search  committees. 

Dr.  Dorman  came  to  Greenwood  Forest  as  Intentional  Interim 
Pastor  in  October  1999.  His  wife  Sue  accompanied  Dr.  Dorman  to 
Greenwood  Forest. 


Dr.  Jack  Randall  (Randy)  Sherron 
Pastor 
2001- 2009 


Randy  Sherron  was  born  in  High  Point,  North  Carolina. 

He  graduated  from  Campbell  University,  Buies  Creek,  North 
Carolina,  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree.  He  earned  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Wake 
Forest,  North  Carolina,  and  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from  Drew 
University,  Madison,  New  Jersey. 

Dr.  Sherron  served  as  youth  minister  and  then  as  associate  pastor 
at  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church,  Ashboro,  North  Carolina.  He  served  as 
pastor  of  Scotts  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Sylva,  North  Carolina,  and  as 
senior  pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Morehead  City,  North  Carolina. 

With  his  wife  Susan  and  son  Alex,  he  came  to  Cary  in  September 
2001  as  senior  pastor  of  Greenwood  Forest. 


Dr.  L.  Mack  Thompson 
Interim  Pastor 
2010-2011 

Dr.  Thompson  was  born  in  Garner,  North  Carolina,  and  lived  in  Raleigh. 

He  received  an  Associate  in  Arts  degree  from  Chowan  College  and  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Campbell  University.  He  attended  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  and  received  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  in  1969  and 
a  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  in  1973. 

He  participated  in  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Education  Study  at  the  N.  C. 
Hospital  of  Pastoral  Care. 

From  1967  to  2008,  Dr.  Thompson  served  as  pastor  for  five  North  Carolina 
Baptist  churches  before  coming  to  Greenwood  Forest.  He  filled  various 
denominational  posts  and  also  served  in  the  Interim  Ministry  Network  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  in  a  volunteer  position  as  Raleigh  Area  Facilitator. 

Dr.  Thompson's  wife  Carol  came  with  him  to  Greenwood  Forest. 


Rev.  Wallace  Benjamin  (Ben)  Boswell 
Pastor 
2011  - 


Rev.  Benjamin  Boswell,  a  native  of  Kannapolis,  Nortli  Carolina,  earned  a 
Bachelor's  degree  from  Campbell  University  in  2003  and  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Duke  University  Divinity  School  in  2006.  As  a  Duke  Divinity  School 
student,  he  served  one  semester  as  Chaplain  at  Duke  University  Hospital. 

Rev.  Boswell  did  post-graduate  work  toward  a  doctoral  degree  at  Catholic 
University  of  America  in  Washington,  D.  C.  As  an  adjunct  professor,  he  taught 
political  theology  and  ethics  at  John  Leland  Seminary,  Arlington,  Virginia. 

He  was  Minister  of  Youth  and  Children  at  Samaria  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh, 
before  being  called  first  as  Associate  Pastor  and  then  as  Senior  Pastor  at 
Commonwealth  Baptist  Church  in  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

Rev.  Boswell  accepted  a  call  to  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church  in  June 
2011  and  began  his  pastorate  in  August. 

Coming  with  Rev.  Boswell  to  Cary  were  his  wife  Toni  and  their  children, 
Katelyn  and  Lucy  Joy. 


Luther  and  Mary  George  Brewer 


gj^'BC  Ministers  !And  l^fieir  Wives 


Randy  and  Susan  Sherron 

(BC  Ministers  And  i:fieir  "Wives 


QJ^C  Ministers  and  Their  Wives 


Charter  Members  Of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church 
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Lewis  H.  Comer 

ivirs.  wiiey  l.  j^virgmiaj  jones 

Mrs.  Lewis  H.  (Magdalene)  Comer 

Walter  Bryce  Jones 

Kathryn  Louise  Comer 

Mrs.  W.  Bryce  (Mary  Hudson)  Jones 

Clyde  L.  Davis,  Sr. 

Bettie  Virginia  Jones 

Mrs.  Clyde  L.  (Thelma)  Davis,  Sr. 

Patricia  King 

Clyde  L.  Davis,  Jr. 

G.  Richard  (Dick)  Ladd 

William  Earl  Davis 

Mrs.  G.  Richard  (Jean)  Ladd 

David  Davis 

Walter  G.  Lasater 
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Mrs.  Walter  G.  (Bemice)  Lasater 

Glenn  Scoggins 

Patricia  Ann  Lasater 

Michael  Scoggins 

Mrs.  J.  W.  (Frances  C.)  Lewis 

Harvey  F.  ShuU 

J.  Lloyd  Matthews,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Harvey  F.  (Sarah)  ShuU 

Mrs.  J.  Lloyd  (Lovie)  Matthews,  Sr. 

Wilbur  Spaul 

George  G.  Maynard 

William  H.  Stevenson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  George  G.  (Ethel)  Maynard 

Mrs.  William  H.  (Barbara)  Stevenson 

G.  W.  Maynard 

James  Lewis  Swain 

Mrs.  G.  W.  (Frances)  Maynard 

Mrs.  James  Lewis  (Ruth)  Swain 

Harold  G.  McEntire 

Ben  Travis 

Mrs.  Harold  G.  (Barbara)  McEntire 

Mrs.  Ben  (Margaret)  Travis 

Mrs.  George  C.  (Sarah)  Mears 

Dallas  0.  Tucker,  Sr. 

Leo  D.  Pegram 

Mrs.  Dallas  0.  (Virginia)  Tucker 

Mrs.  Leo  D.  (Jennie)  Pegram 

Dallas  0.  Tucker,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Troy  (Edna)  Pierce 

Preston  Leon  Tucker 

Teresa  Lee  Pierce 

Mark  Reid  Tucker 

Bonnie  Pierce 

Ralph  Via 

R.  G.  Poole,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Ralph  (Polly)  Via 

Mrs.  R.  G.  (Mamie)  Poole,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Woodie  (Nellie)  Warrick 

Mrs.  Henry  B.  (Rosa)  Reid 

Carol  G.  Wells 

Candace  Ann  Riker 

Mrs.  Carol  G.  (Gladys)  Wells 

Mrs.  William  (Annie)  Riker 

David  Neal  Wentink 

Joe  L.  Scoggins 

Mrs.  David  Neal  (Ann  J.)  Wentink 

Mrs.  Joe  L.  (Christine)  Scoggins 
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Notes 


These  sources  of  information  are  located  in  the  GFBC  Archives:  Business  Meeting 
Minutes  (Bus  MM);  Church  Scrapbooks;  Deacons'  Meeting  Minutes;  Dedication  Bulletins; 
(The)  Enabler;  Letters  File;  Personnel  File;  RBA  Annuals;  WMU  Minutes;  Youth  Ministry 
File;  Beginnings:  The  Birth  and  Early  Years  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church; 
Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Senior  High  R.A.  's  "State  Champions,  "  1975;  and  History  of 
Woodhaven  Baptist  Church. 

'  Harry  (H.  G.)  Beard,  Biblical  Recorder,  January  19,1963. 

^  The  Service  of  Organization  for  the  Cary  Baptist  Mission  (Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church) 

January  6,  1963,  Scrapbook,  Vol.  1,  unnumbered. 
^  Robert  T.  Mullinax,  e-mail  to  Gladys  Wells,  February  15,  2002. 

Nancy  Watson,  Beginnings:  The  Birth  and  Early  Years  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church, 

March  1989,  3. 
^  Business  Meeting  Minutes  (Bus  MM),  January  6,  1963. 
^  Carol  Wells,  personal  interview  with  Barney  Graham,  March  3,  2002. 
'  Bus  MM,  March  24,  1963. 
^  Charles  Tucker,  statement,  March  9,  2002. 

'  Nancy  Watson,  Beginnings:  The  Birth  and  Early  Years  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church, 

interview  with  Mary  Hudson  Jones,  March  1989,  1. 

Bus  MM,  October  26,  1963. 
"  Nancy  Watson,  Beginnings:  The  Birth  and  Early  Years  of  Greenwood  Forest  Baptist  Church, 

interview  with  Rachel  Tucker,  March  1989,  5. 

Charles  Tucker,  Messenger  (early  newsletter),  December  14,  1964, 

located  with  The  Enablers. 

Bus  MM,  February  14,  1965. 
''Bus  MM,  April  24,  1966. 

Herman  Shreve,  telephone  interview  with  Barney  Graham,  March  10,  2002. 

Anonymous,  worship  service  bulletin,  September  4,  1966. 
"  Luther  Brewer,  statement,  April  22,  2004. 

Mary  George  Brewer,  statement.  May  10,  2004. 
"  Jean  Schilawski,  Enabler,  January  27,  1982. 
^°  Bus  MM,  January  13,  2002. 
2'  Bus  MM,  September  13,  1970. 
^'^  Enabler,  March  30,  1969. 

Enabler,  May  13,  1976. 
'^^  Virgil  Jones,  telephone  interview  with  Gladys  Wells,  July  5,  2004. 

Enabler  April  4,  1990. 
2^  Bus  MM,  January  19,  1969. 

Peggy  Branch,  telephone  interview  with  Gladys  Wells,  June  22,  2004. 
2*  Bus  MM,  April  13,  1975. 
^'Bus  MM,  March  9,  1975. 
^°  Luther  Brewer,  Enabler  April  13,  1977. 
^'  Mac  Graham,  Bus  MM,  June  10,  1979. 


Enabler,  August  1,  1984. 
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"  Bus  MM,  February  13,  1977. 
"  Bus  MM,  December  11,  1977. 

Bus  MM,  September  12,  1978. 

Bus  MM,  September  9,  1979. 
"  Bus  MM,  May  31,  1981. 

Bus  MM,  September  12,  1982. 

Bus  MM,  November  13,  1988. 
'°  Bus  MM,  November  14,  1982. 
^'  Bus  MM,  November  13,  1983. 
^-  Bus  MM,  October  14,  1984. 

Enabler.  February  10,  1988. 

Luther  Brewer,  Enabler,  June  22,  1988. 
^^Enabler.  September  14,  1988. 

Enabler,  February  6,  1991. 

Bus  MM,  May  14,  1989. 

Bus  MM,  December  10,  1989. 

Enabler,  November  8,  1989. 
^°  Luther  Brewer,  Enabler,  June  5,  1991. 
^'  Enabler,  April  12,  1992. 

Bus  MM,  February  11,1 996. 

Luther  Brewer,  Enabler,  June  24,  1998. 

Enabler,  February  16,  1999. 

Enabler,  August  3,  1999. 

Enabler,  November  2,  1999. 
"  Enabler,  March  6,  2000. 

Randy  Sherron,  Enabler,  July  3,  2001. 

Bus  MM,  January  13,  2002. 

Bus  MM,  June  8,  2003. 

Enabler,  October  28,  2003. 
*2  Enabler,  April  20,  2004. 

Enabler.  August  10,  2004. 

Enabler,  November  9,  2004. 

Enabler,  April  30,  1980. 

Bus  MM,  May  12,  1987. 

Bus  MM,  January  11,  2004. 
'^^  Bus  MM,  May  21,  1967. 
*^£«flW£?r,  April  3,  1969. 
™  Bus  MM,  January  22,  1970. 
^'  Building  Dedication  Bulletin,  December  6,  1970. 

Bus  MM,  May  20,  1973. 

Bus  MM,  December  2,  1973. 
^'Enabler,  March  19,  1975. 
''^Enabler,  October  14,  1975. 

™  Billy  Caldwell,  telephone  interview  with  Gladys  Wells,  May  17,  2003. 
'^^  Enabler,  May  11,  1977. 

Bus  MM,  March  12,  1978. 
™  Sanctuary  Dedication  Bulletin,  April  22,  1979. 
^"  Bus  MM,  June  4,  1986. 

Bus  MM,  June  8,  1986. 

Enabler.  January  14,  1987. 

Enabler.  January  27,  1987. 

Jerry  Harris,  telephone  interview  with  Gladys  Wells,  June  7,  2003. 
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Judy  Teander,  telephone  interview  with  Gladys  Wells,  June  10,  2003. 

Bus  MM,  June  18,  1989. 

Dave  Thomas,  Scrapbook,  Vol.  2,  unnumbered. 

Enabler,  December  12,  1990. 
^"^Enabler,  Decembers,  1990. 
^°  Bus  MM,  December  1 5,  1 99 1 . 
^'Enabler,  July  10,  1991. 

Education  Building  Dedication  Bulletin,  November  24,  1991. 

Columbarium  Dedication  Bulletin,  August  29,  2004. 

Bus  MM,  April  3,  2005. 

Randy  Sherron,  Enabler,  April  5,  2005. 

Richard  Ladd,  telephone  interview  with  Barney  Graham,  May  28,  2005. 
Leo  Pegram,  telephone  interview  with  Barney  Graham,  May  28,  2005. 
Sarah  Mears,  telephone  interview  with  Barney  Graham,  February  23,  2005. 
Church  record,  1962-1963,  filed  with  handwritten  Bus  MM. 
'"^  Church  record,  1963-1964,  filed  with  handwritten  Bus  MM. 
Church  record,  1966-1967,  filed  with  handwitten  Bus  MM. 
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